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Buy a Liberty bond. 





Most of the trains in Russia are now lighted by 
stearine candles and the Government is having a 
hard time obtaining sufficient supply. 





One of the sacrosanct writers on oil has discov- 
ered that “the shortage of pipe is due to the de- 
mand.” Which is important if true. 





When Oklahomans read that the inventor of 
liquid fire was dead they supposed that the item 
‘referred to the original bootlegger. 





“Strata is the whole answer if you strike oil,” is 
the pronouncement of a Western geologist. But 
what is the answer if you do not strike oil? 





Mexico’s justification for ruinous taxation of oil 
properties is “we need the money.” There are sev- 
eral American gentlemen in exactly the same posi- 
tion. 





If the glycerine shooters should organize a regi- 
ment and start for. the front in France with a 
couple of tons of stuff, there would be something 
doing. 





Oklahoma still stands on the pinnacle of oil pro- 
duction of high grade and Oklahoma oil is still the 
main source of supply for most of the Eastern 
refineries. ‘ 





Speaking of conservation, an oil-country daily is 
using the Congressional Record for wrappers. One 
useful purpose has at last been served by the send- 
ing of the Record. 





Ohio authorities are still gathering in the pro- 
moters who violate the blue sky laws in that State. 
And they announce that there are still more indict- 
ments coming along. 





What has become of that automatic torpedo which 
could locate a battleship all by itself, through the 
attraction of gravity, and do the bloody work with- 
out the aid or direction of human intelligence? 





There is one thing to be thankful for: Most of 
the Legislatures in the oil-producing States are 
out of business for a year and so there will be a 
short rest from mischievous and hurtful agitation. 





Governor Williams, of Oklahoma, is credited with 
a sage observation that any kind of a war is pref- 
erable to a war over the taxation of oil properties 
such as Oklahoma has been going through for the 
past five years. 





The benefits expected to flow from Russian Gov- 
ernmental control of the oil industry have failed to 
materialize. About the only things the politicians 
do well is to manage campaigns. And they some- 
times fail at that. 





California oil producers are very properly asking 
the Government what it is going to do to relieve 
the ever-growing shortage of fuel oil in that State. 
The shortage is now increasing at the rate of 
1,000,000 barrels a month. 





Apparently the Standard Oil subsidiaries did not 
suffer very much from the dissolution decree. 
Which is but another illustration that legislation 
may harass and hamper business, but it cannot 
alter inexorable conditions. 





When the American fleet of destroyers reached 
England Admiral Sims told the English commander: 
“We are ready right now. Don’t waste any useless 
fuel. Let’s get down to business.” That is the 
spirit which is going to win the war. 





President Wilson not only dissembled his love 
for Col. Roosevelt, but incontinently kicked him 
downstairs, to the great regret of the Oklahoma 
oil country, where there were three companies just 
ready to enlist under the Colonel’s banner. 





California oil producers, Oklahoma oil producers 
and oil producers from all other States have volu- 
tarily guaranteed the Government a sufficient sup- 
ply of fuel without raising the price. Did you hear 
of any speculators in foodstuffs making a similar 
offer? 





The Mexican Government denies that it intends 
to take over the oil properties of the Pearsons and 
others and operate them under Governmental con- 
trol. The Mexican Government has troubles enough 
with Villa and a few other brigands without court- 
ing further annoyance. 





The proposition of the leaders in Congress to 
take 60% of ali incomes in excess of half a million 
and 33% of all incomes in excess of $60,000 looks 
like the Government proposes a gradual confisca- 
tion of all the big business in the country, at least 
during the period of war. 





Although all of the great chemists of the British 
Empire have been for a year trying to find some 
substitute for gasoline for motor car use, it is now 
clear that they have fallen down in the effort, just 
as have the chemists in the United States who have 
been engaged in the same sort of a quest. 





Not to be outdone by New York and other small 
communities in the East, the oil producers of Tulsa 
got together and gave a horse show that compared 
with the Kansas. City and St. Louis exhibitions. 
Next year they announce they are to have some- 
thing worth going a thousand miles to see. 





If the regulative fever keeps up, the oil producers 
in some of the Southwestern and Western States 
will have to keep one set of books for themselves 
and another for the State authorities. The multi- 
plicity of reports required by State boards and com- 
missions has already added 10% to the cost of 
operation. 

Pennsylvania, the old conservative State, is in 
the hands of the Philistines, who are trying to im- 
pose a gross production tax on the oil industry. 
That has been the most unpopular system of taxa- 
tion ever devised. A production tax, according to 
a great Oklahoma lawyer, amply justifies Samuel 
Johnson’s definition of excise: “An infamous tax 
collected by wretches.” 





WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 





During the week ending May 19, a majority of 
the fields supplied many features of interest. In 
Oklahoma, two completions in the Garber pool, in 
Garfield County, added to the attractiveness of that 
development. In Section 25-22-4 west, a 120-barrel 
well was reported in a sand found at 1,138 feet. A 
40-barrel producer was finished in the same sand 
in Section 24-22-4 west. The wildcat well in Sec- 
tion 21-14-12, which extends the Hamilton Switch 
pool, in Okmulgee County, to the southwest, is re- 
ported at 250 barrels. A failure at Billings, Noble 
County, is located in Section 21-14-12, one-half mile 
southeast of the discovery well on the Hoover 
farm. The sand in which the Hoover farm well 
found its oil was dry. Another well in the Black- 
well (Kay County) pool had a good showing at 
2,347 feet. In the deep-sand section of the Glenn 
pool, three 200-barrel wells were completed, and the 
Cleveland pool, in Pawnee County, furnished a 150- 
barrel producer. At Yale, Pawnee County, a 125- 
barrel well was reported. The largest well com- 
pleted in the Bixby pool, in Tulsa County, was a 
25-barrel producer. 

Towanda Township, Butler County, Kansas, sup- 
plied a 400-barrel producer and another that started 
at 150 barrels. Both wells are located northeast of 
Towanda and west of the El Dorado pool. A num- 
ber of offsets will be started as soon as possibile. 
On the Dillenbeck farm, west of El Dorado, the 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Company has a well starting at 
20 barrels an hour. A 500-barrel and one 400-barrel 
well at El Dorado and a 500-barrel producer at 
Augusta were the largest completions in their re- 
spective districts. 


Forty wells were completed in the Gulf Coast 
field, but their production was not sufficiently large 
to prevent a decline of over 5,000 barrels daily in 
the fields’s output. Shortage of pipe is causing a 
partial shut-down in wildcat drilling, the larger com- 
panies conserving their supply for use in defined 
territory. The largest completion was in the Goose 
Creek pool and was reported at 500 barrels daily. 
In other pools, wells were of ordinary size. The 
wildcat gusher at Damon Mound, Brazoria County, 
continues to flow 3,000 barrels daily. 


Seven wells were completed in the old Caddo field 
of North Louisiana, having an aggregate production 
of 250 barrels. Completions in De Soto and Red 
River Parishes were few and of ordinary size. Two 
big gassers were reported in the Elm Grove dis- 
trict, Bossier Parish. 


Good wells in the Irvine pool of Kentucky con- 
tinue to feature operations in the Central West 
fields. The best of recent completions is located 
at Fitchburg and gauged 350 barrels during the 
first 24 hours. In the same locality, two dusters 
were reported on the A. Q. Wilson farm. At Ashley, 
in Powell County, White Brothers completed an- 
other 250-barrel producer. A 100-barrel well was 
completed at Wagersville, Estill County. A wildcat 
test near Olympia, Bath County, was reported to be 
producing 5 barrels an hour. Rumors were in cir- 
culation of the intention of an Oklahoma refining 
company to build a plant at Scottsville, Allen 
County. 

Operations are increasing in the Eastern fields, 
but the drilling is not of a kind to prevent a decline 
in production. A duster was drilled in the Gordon- 
sand pool, in Springhill Township, Greene County, 
Pa., but there still remains a chance to extend the 
pool to the north or northeast. A 50-barrel well on 
Kelly’s Creek, in the Cabin Creek district of West 
Virginia, may indicate a new Berea Grit pool. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent, estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of the past week 
was as follows: Caddo, 25,680 barrels; Electra, 
24,500 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 1,900 
barrels; Kansas, 75,700 barrels; Oklahoma, outside 
of Cushing, Shamrock and Healdton, 120,000 bar- 
rels; Cushing and Shamrock, 67,000 barrels; Heald- 
ton, 65,800 barrels; total, 380,580 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 77,480 barrels; Corsi- 
cana heavy, 500 barrels, 
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TAX ON PENNSYLVANIA OIL. 


As strange as the statement may sound to men of 
experience in the oil and gas industry who have 
been pointing to the Pennsylvania statutes for a 
generation as models of reasonable and moderate 
regulation and control, it appears that Pennsylvania 
is about to follow Oklahoma on a career of confis- 
catory and double, if not doubtful, taxation, the con- 
stitutionality of which has always been questioned 
and is still in the courts. 

It is proposed to impose a gross production tax of 
2% in Pennsylvania. The rate in Oklahoma is 3%, 
but the rate is a mere matter of detail and is to 
be gauged simply in determining the enormity of 
the offense. Very naturally the suggestion of a 
tax provoked indignation, but with their usual in- 
difference to matters vitally affecting their welfare 
the Pensnylvania oil and gas producers took no 
organized action, and the politicians, taking advan- 
tage of this apathy and mistaking it for acquies- 
cence, went right ahead with their campaign of 
spoilation. Now the producers are thoroughly aroused 
and the hope is here expressed that it is not too 
late. 

A tax on production, according to the decision 
of the United States Court for the Western District 
of Oklahoma, is an occupation tax, and therefore 
in contravention of the constitution of the United 
States. It is also unconstitutional in that it taxes 
both the royalty owner, the producer and the lessee 
at the same time, whereas the royalty owner has 
already paid ad valorem tax on his land. But these 
technical questions, vital though they are, fade be- 
fore the great question of the extension by such 
taxation and revenue statutes of the interference of 
the State with the rights of the individual to conduct 
his own business in his own way. Here in Okla- 
homa no man knows when the tax ferret of the 
State is going to come snooping around his derrick 
questioning his help, trying by all the methods of 
persuasion, to use no stronger term, to find a hook 
on which to hang some sort of a lawsuit for viola- 
tion of the tax law. 

As one of the Pennsylvania producers said, if 
the law which is now in effect in Oklahoma, and 
which is proposed to be passed in Pennsylvania, 
were enacted, there is scarcely a producer who 
could comply with its terms, and if he does not he 
subjects himself to the pains and penalties of a 
perjury charge and is held up to the execration of 
mankind as a tax-dodger. 

Apparently the lawmakers in Pennsylvania have 
overlooked the determining fact in the enactment 
of the statute in Oklahoma, the only State where a 
gross production tax is in effect and where its 
enforcement has been seriously attempted. At the 
time of the passage of the Oklahoma law wells aver- 
aging more than 1,000 barrels a day were coming 
in right along. In fact, that was the custom in the 
Cushing district and a producer who had less than 
that was laughed at. It was to make this flush pro- 
duction pay taxes that the gross production tax was 
originally passed. But it failed of its purpose, even 
in Oklahoma, where men with money are regarded 
by a large proportion of the population as public 
enemies. It was discovered that the most of the 
Cushing production was on Indian lands and that 
these lands had been exempted from taxation for 
a period of 25 years after the admission of Okla- 
homa into the Union in the enabling act itself. So 
the efforts of the tax gatherers failed in the main, 
although they have harassed and harried and wor- 
ried the smaller producers almost to death. But 
the United States Courts stepped in and enjoined 
the collection of the tax and the case is now on 
appeal in the Supreme Court of the United States. 


In describing the gross production tax or attempt- 
ing to define it, perhaps the language of a distin- 
guished attorney may serve: “It is a tax on indus- 
try, a tax on thrift, a tax on energy, a tax on dis- 
covery. It discourages the man who tries to de- 
velop a great natural resource. The tax gatherer 
is ever at his elbow and the minion of the State 
ever looking over his shoulder to observe every 
entry on his books. It taxes the royalty which has 
already paid tax through the ad valorem system. 
It is artificial in that it seeks to impose a tax on 
production as of a certain day when the next day 
the production may fall off 50 per cent. If it is de- 
termined that the oil industry shall bear this un- 
just and confiscatory burden, why not tax the pro- 
duction for the year past? Or better still, why not 
strike an average for the three years past and tax 
the production on that basis? But in justice the 
royalty oil should be omitted from the scale for the 
reason that the farmer who owns the royalty has 
already paid the taxes on the land and certainly 
the contents of the land or his percentage of it go 
with the tax on the land.” 





SEARCHERS OF THE WASTE PLACES. 


Present scarcity of supplies of oil and the ap- 
parent hopelessness, for the time at least, of dis- 
covering great new pools in the old producing dis- 
tricts of the United States and Mexico, has led to 
a campaign of wildcatting in distant lands. The 
Pearson interests have asked the British Govern- 
ment for permission to test the desert sands below 
Wady Halfa, on the Nile, and a big English corpora- 
tion is now engaged in a drilling campaign in Persia. 
In the interior of China, in spite of the unsatisfac- 
tory work of the exploration crew of the Standard 
Oil Company some years ago, work has been re- 
newed by a combination of foreign nations, and it 
is stated that as soon as there is peace Mesopo- 
tamia, the ancient land, will be explored. 

These incursions into the homes of the old peo- 
ples are tinged with something of romance and 
sentiment outside of the romance which always 
attaches to the wildcatter in remote and out-of-the- 
way places. There has been a legend—in fact, the 
story has something of the authority and austerity 
of historical statement, so often has it been re- 
peated—that away back in the dim red dawn of 
history, centuries before the birth of Christ, the 
use of oil as an illuminant was known to the He- 
brews, the Egyptians and other peoples and that 
the oil so used was obtained from springs in Meso- 
potamia, the fluid bubbling up along the banks of 
the Tigris and the Euphrates. Who knows but that, 
as the result of one of those curious evolutions 
which history so often makes, we shall in the not-far 
distant future, be dependent on these world-old oil 
springs, or rather their sources, for a large portion 
of our supplies of illuminating and fuel oils? 
Stranger things than that have happened and will 
happen again. 





FOOD PRICES AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. 


While some of the busy-bodies of the various Gov- 
ernmental departments are fussing around trying 
to find out why gasoline prices are so high, why do 
not they make a little incursion into the subject 
of high prices for bread and meat, which are con- 
sumed by a great many more people than gasoline 
or any of the other products of petroleum? It is 
safe to say thatyan investigation into the high cost 
of bread, for instance, will show that it has ad- 
vanced in greater proportion during the past six 
months than gasoline has advanced in five years 
and that this advance was almost entirely due to 
manipulation, while the prices of the products of 
petroleum have been made by conditions which are 
obvious and which are so easily explicable that any 
child can understand them. 





POISONED PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN. 


California papers call attention to the fact that 
while President Wilson, during his campaigns, advo- 
cated “pitiless publicity,” he has said nothing about 
the “poisonous publicity” which the Navy Depart- 
ment and the Department of Justice have been 
carrying on for the past four years to prejudice the 
minds of the people, and the courts perhaps, in 
favor of the Government’s contention in the land 
suits by which it is seeking to have restored to the 
public domain millions of acres of land in Cali- 
fornia. 

“The first of the obnoxious features,” says the 
California Oil World, “is that the oil operators who 
work upon the public domain in full assumption 
of a legal right to do so, as has been judicially de- 
termined, consists of the repetition of the accusa- 
tion that those operators are public enemies, since 
they have persisted in asserting claim to lands they 
were in possession of; that the naval program lately 
adopted must be abandoned for the reason that 
unless the United States gets the oil contained 
within the formations in dispute it will not have a 
fuel supply for the ships designed to be built.” 

California is not the only state in the union which 
has suffered, and suffered grievously, from the 
effects of an official campaign of “poisonous pub- 
licity” where the victims were powerless to get 
back. The early producers in Oklahoma remember 
that 20 years ago, even 15 years ago, every man 
who came out to develop the country through the 
medium of exploration for oil and gas was de- 
nounced by departmental officials in public and 
through inspired publications as “a tool and hire- 
ling of the Standard Oil Company.” Leases cov- 
ering millions of acres, taken in good faith and 
for which valuable consideration had been paid, 
were ruthlessly cancelled by the Secretary of the 
Interior on the sole ground that some of the own- 
ers of stock in the Arkansas Valley Oil & Gas Com- 
pany were stockholders in the Standard Oil Com- 
pany and therefore public enemies. Regulations 
were made and are still in force that no person, 





firm or corporation owning a share of stock in any 
corporation having a lease on Indian land can ac- 
quire additional acreage and before the transfer 
of a lease held by a corporation can be effected, 
even to this day, the affidavit of every stockholder 
must be obtained that the purchaser is not inter- 
ested in any way, manner, shape or form in the 
Standard Oil Company or any of its subsidiaries or 
any of its supposed subsidiaries. Imagine the effect 
of such a ruling on the stockholders of the Roxana 
Petroleum Corporation, many of whom are in the 
trenches fighting for the Allies. But the Interior 
Department compelled the company to secure these 
affidavits and held up, a:deal for months till the 
affidavits were secured. 


There has not been a year for a generation when 
the Oklahoma oil-producing districts have not been 
the subject of an investigation by one or the other 
or both houses of Congress and by two or three 
departmental agencies. Through the Indian Agencies 
there is a constant espionage and surveillance on 
every individual lease and on every individual 
lessee. A secret service is maintained by the In- 
terior Department and it is always on the job. 
All these exploits are faithfully and dutifully chron- 
icled by a certain section of the press, which seems 
to attach some sort of sacerdotal authority to the 
utterances of an insignificant Government detective, 
which it does not give to the world of men who 
speak for the investment of hundreds of millions 
and whose integrity has never been questioned be- 
cause it is unquestionable. 

If the California agitation takes the country one 
step further away from the constant interference 
of Government with private business and restores 
a measure of individual liberty, it will be worth 
all that it cost. In Oklahoma the oil and gas pro- 
ducers are so used to having somebody smelling 
around their offices that they would feel lonesome 
tenn the investigator almost constantly at their 
elbows. 





INVESTMENTS IN OIL SHARES. 


An enormous amount of capital has been in- 
vested in oil companies since the beginning of the 
war in August, 1914. The Journal of Commerce 
has compiled incomplete tables, omitting most of 
the new Wyoming and Texas companies, and 
taking into account mainly those of Oklahoma and 
Kansas, showing that the capital stock authorized 
for these enterprises in the two years and a half 
amounts to $750,000,000. This rather tidy sum 
does not include the increase in stock of the old 
companies, nor does it comprise the thousands of 
small companies organized with a capital of less 
than $50,000. All told, the par value of the capital 
stock in new companies is fully one billion dollars 
and probably somewhat more. 

Since the beginning of the year there has been 
no slackening in the formation of new oil com- 
panies. According to the restricted compilation of 
the Journal of Commerce, capital stock issued in 
the four months just passed totaled $212,460,000. 

Even with the present large number of companies 
drilling in every part of the country, there is not 
only room for all of them, but an urgent need for 
more, as the demand for petroleum and its products 
exceeds available production. 

From every oil-producing State comes the uni- 
versal story of an insistent demand for the product 
of the wells, at prices that would have been consid- 
ered exorbitant a few years ago. There is no factor 
in the whole situation to encourage the belief that 
oil prices will go lower, while there are numerous 
reasons to anticipate a continued upward trend. 

High taxes imposed by Congress upon the produc- 
tion and use of automobiles, which consume s0 
notable a percentage of the oil output, may dimin- 
ish the number of cars used; but whatever reduc- 
tion in the demand for gasoline this: might cause 
would be more than offset by the augmented re- 
quirements of the United States Government in 
the prosecution of the war against Germany. 





A GRAIN OF COMMON SENSE. 


On May 26 the Corporation Commission of Okla- 
homa will have a hearing on the enforcement of 
the conservation statutes of this State. To this 
hearing the Corporation Commission has asked a 
number of drillers, tool dressers and superintend- 
ents of leases. This is commendable. If the Cor- 
poration Commission had pursued this policy sev- 
eral years ago instead of asking the presence and 
testimony of professional oil-country politicians, the 
oil industry and the State would both have been far 
better off. The advice of the drillers and tool 
dressers and superintendents will be far more valu- 
able than all of the tomes which have been contrib- 
uted to oil-country literature by the professional 
politicians. 
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PERFORMING A PUBLIC SERVICE. 





J. S. Cullinan, of Houston, Tex., former president 
of The Texas Company, performed a distinct pub- 
lic service when he appeared before a Congressional 
committee in Washington and insisted that the agri- 
culturists bear their: burden of the war taxes and 
that the prices of foodstuffs be made so reasonable 
that the average man and woman can exist without 
a struggle. : 

Naturally Mr. Cullinan’s statements attracted at- 
tention because he was speaking by the card. The 
chairman of the Congressional committee rebuked 
him because he said that Mr. Cullinan was not a 
farmer, but according to newspaper reports Mr. 
Cullinan retorted that he was more of a farmer than 
the chairman of the committee. 

The sum and substance of Mr. Cullinan’s remarks 
is that he told the committee very plainly that the 
Government must have oil all during the war and 
that any tax on gasoline or kerosene or any of the 
by-products of petroleum would inevitably be paid 
by the Government and therefore by the people 
themselves. He said that he did not see why the 
oil producer should be taxed when the wheat grower 
was getting more than $3 a bushel for wheat that 
was admittedly not worth more than $1.50 a bushel. 

Mr. Cullinan was rebuked by the politicians on 
the committee, but he had his say and he said it 
in the Cullinan way. 





TO BE NO GASOLINE STANDARD. 





That there will probably be no recommendations 
for a gasoline standard announced for some time by 
the Government, and that the question whether the 
standard when made should be by municipal, State 
or Federal legislation, is the last word on this prob- 
lem, which has been perplexing the trade for many 
months, d 

These conclusions are taken from a statement 
made by Van H. Manning, of the Bureau of Mines, 
Department of the Interior, in reply to an inquiry 
based on the annual report of E. J. Watson, State 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Manufactures for 
South Carolina, which has a strict gasoline standard. 

Mr, Manning said in part: “A joint committee 
of the Bureau of Standards and the Bureau of Mines 
is considering whether Federal, State of municipal 
legislation on motor fuels should be recommended, 
and if so, what form it should take. The problem is 
complicated and the committee may not report for 
some time. 

“The subject of specifications for gasoline is one 
which must be approached very cautiously, owing 
to the many factors involved, such as the different 
types of engines, the variability of the composition 
of the motor fuel itself, the influence of climate, etc. 

“Another big thing that must be kept in mind is 
the fact that the demand is rapidly outstripping the 
production, and if the amount produced is restricted 
in any way the price must of necessity rise.” 





PIPE LINE STATUTE SUBMITTED. 





The validity of the act of the California Legisla- 
ture of 1913 declaring oil pipe lines common car- 
riers and placing them under the jurisdiction of the 
State Railroad Commission, has been argued before 
the Supreme Court of that State and submitted on 
briefs. The final hearing came up on the applica- 
tion of the Associated Producers to restrain the 
Commission from enforcing the terms of the law. 
The case is now four years old. 





CALIFORNIA SITUATION SERIOUS. 





The petroleum industry in California is facing 
1 condition never before experienced, and what 
may happen in the next eight or ten months is 
impossible to conceive. Never before has the 
small operator been able to share any fair profit 
until now, but against this he is unable to develop 
his property or make extensive improvements for 
the future demands by lack of material, says the 
Petroleum Reporter. The larger concerns are to 
a certain extent in the same position, but thus 
far have not been pressed very hard for material, 
Their orders: have been in for a long time, and 
although the full amount of material orders will 
not be. received, they ‘will during this period re- 
ceive enough to be able to keep a certain number 
of strings at work. 

The State will be expected to furnish vast quan- 
tities of foodstuffs and petroleum—the two most 
important supplies needed, and the outlook is 
hone too promising even for a strictly optimistic 
person. As to the petroleum supply, none can 
tell what the storage will be at the end of six 
or eight months. The average number of drilling 
wells to be brought in before the present material 





gives out will approximate about 60 a month for 
several months. The daily yield of these wells 
can. not possibly offset the continued daily short- 
age to any great degree. 

Every available motor boat and cargo carrier 
on the Pacific Coast will be made ready for use, 
and the extra amount of oil burned will cancel 
the yield of these new wells. The Huropean coun- 
tries are making oil their first requisite, several 
crying for this supply in preference to foodstuffs. 
The large number of wooden boats being con- 
structed will burn fuel entirely, and even these 
will call for California oil. ‘There is no doubt 
that the shipments of crude to outside countries 
will be curtailed, but our own consumption will 
make a paramount demand on this resource. 





MAKES A FINE SHOWING. 





The Oklahoma Producing & Refining Company 
and subsidiary companies report for the quarter 
ended March 31, last: Earnings, $456,747; dividends, 
$125,000; surplus, $331,747; surplus Jan. 1, 1917, 
$151,177; total surplus, $492,924; premium from sale 
of capital stock, $1,097,549; final surplus, $1,580,473, 
according to Financial America. 

The splendid showing for the quarter was beyond 
the expectations of several persons close to the 
company. Some time ago it was _ semi-officially 
stated that the company was earning at the rate 
of 25 to 30%, but the figures show 36% on the entire 
capital. 

The new pipe line opened up by the Prairie Pipe 
Line Company, into the properties recently drilled 
in by the company, will materially add to the next 
quarter’s profits. Profits from new properties in- 
cluding those of the French interests, will also be 
included in the next quarterly statement. 

The Osage-Hominy Oil Company, a subsidiary of 
the Oklahoma Producing & Refining Company, is 
now earning at the rate of 40% and it would not be 
surprising at the next board meeting for an extra 
to be declared. The Osage, it is said, will earn 
more than its yearly 10% dividend in the present 
quarter. 





ITALY’S PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT. 





Even though Italy is at war in the common cause 
of the Allies, the Government is not unmindful of 
the importance which attaches to having if possible 
an ample supply of petroleum products produced 
at home, says the London Petroleum Review. In 
the past the Italian fields have not been developed 
with that enterprise one would desire, though of 
the existence of large quantities of oil there is no 
doubt that Italy has them within her own territory. 
Hitherto, however, she has depended upon foreign 
sources for her considerable requirements. Today 
Italy is looking ahead and the Italian Government 
and leading manufacturers are devoting their close 
attention to pushing forward development work in 
the more promising regions. Quite recently an 
important new company has taken over lands under 
which it is admitted vast reserves of crude oil await 
exploitation. These are now to be energetically 
developed, and there is no reason why in the not 
distant future Italy will be practically self-support- 
ing so far as her petroleum requirements are con- 
cerned. 





STANDARD OIL’S DOMESTIC POLICY. 





The statement of Allen C. Bedford, president of 
the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, to the 
Natural Gas Association of America is one of those 
declarations which are convincing in the concrete 
and in detail, that the great corporations are as 
patriotic as the individuals and that they are all 
going to do their bit. .Mr. Bedford’s address demon- 
strates that he is alive to the great influence which 
the Standard Oil corporation and its subsidiaries 
exercise in the industrial history of America and 
that he, at least, is prepared to assume the full re- 
sponsibility for the Standard Oil’s share in the 
trials and tribulations of war. It is a great address 
and its reception was eminently worthy the occa- 
sion and the text. 





OIL CONCESSIONS IN PANAMA. 





The National Assembly of Panama has authorized 
the Executive to make concessions of unoccupied 
territory to persons exploring for oil and gas lands, 
for a term not to exceed three years. In accord- 
ance with this law, in the Gaceta Oficial for March 
26, contracts for the working of oil lands may be 
made for 20 years, and this period may be extended 
for an equal term. The Government of Panama will 
participate in the exploitation of the gas and oil 
deposits to the extent of 50% of the gross receipts 
or 10% of the net profits. 





MR. ROCKEFELLER SERVES ON COUNCIL. 





John D. Rockefeller, Jr., is serving. on the Coun- 
cil of National Defense and is assisting Samuel 
Gompers and the other members to do what is 
necessary to put the country in perfect condition 
to stand a long war.’ At a meeting of the Council 
held in Washington recently President Wilson 
warned the Council and the nation that heavy sac- 
rifices would be required of all classes of people 
before the war is won and said that “the people 
must steel themselves to the terrible pressure and’ 
pain of war.” Samuel Gompers made a short talk 
and then John D. Rockefeller, Jr., thanked Mr. 
Gompers, president of the American Federation of 
Labor, for the opportunity of being permitted to 
serve on the labor advisory board of the Council. 

“Realizing what we face,” said Mr. Rockefeller, 
“we should grasp at every suggestion that these 
men who have been through the fire can make. I 
regret that my lot has been so cast that I was not 
forced to make my own way by the labor of my 
hands as my father did. I would be closer to you 
if that had been my lot, but I want to do what I 
can and I shall endeavor to aid in every possible 
way.” 





NEGLECTED SUBJECTS OF TAXATION. 





Newspapers without especial cause to champion 
the rights of the oil industry are calling the atten- 
tion of the Federal Government to the fact that a 
tax on gasoline or any of the other by-products of 
oil will not be paid by the refiner or jobber, but 
inevitably must come out of the pockets of the 
consumers, who are already taxed to the limit on 
everything they eat, wear or use. It is suggested 
by some of them that speculative profits in grain 
and foodstuffs should be made to bear a heavy 
draft for the support of the Government in the 
present emergency. The speculator’s money comes 
easy and is grabbed out of the general process of 
production and distribution. That part of every 
man’s income derived from speculation should be 
taxed heavier than incomes from ordinary business 
and investment. 

Sooner or later it will dawn on the authorities at 
Washington, as it has already dawned on the public 
generally, that this war can not be won without 
fuel oil and gasoline and that an unreasonably 
heavy tax on the production and manufacture of 
these oils and products but means extra taxation, 
for it can mean nothing less than an increase in 
the price which the Government must pay, taxation 
being as essential an element of cost of manufac- 
ture as labor or fuel. It may take a long time for 
this apparently simple proposition, as plain as any- 
thing can be, to percolate through the official mind, 
but it will eventually do it. 





NOBODY DRILLED THIS WELL. 





Here is the latest contribution to the story of 
oil by a correspondent at Wichita, Kan., and it 
is vouched for by one of the most reliable papers 
in the country: 

After an oil pool has been developed the land- 
owner “always knew the oil was there,” so oil men 
say. Since the strike on the Smock land, south of 
El Dorado, which has opened up a new pool, the 
number of “I told you so’s” is amazingly large. 
Some of the knowing ones who failed to realize on 
their valuable information apparently did not have 
good reason to believe that an oil pool was hidden 
under the rock-strewn hills along Turkey Creek. 

Chester Latham, geologist of the Schweiter block, 
made a trip over the country west and northwest 
of the Smock well a few days ago. He learned 
some surprising things which indicated that in this 
sort of out-of-the-way’ nook in Butler County oppor- 
tunity has been waiting for some enterprising per- 
son to seize it. 

One of the things he learned that there is a 
natural gas well located in a pasture northwest of 
the Smock oil well. The gas well is in a sink hole 
which has run full of water or is fed by a spring. 
Gas boils in the well all the time and by listening 
one can hear it rear, Mr. Latham reports. A farmer 
put a windmill over the well and from it gets an 
everlasting supply of water for stock. 

This gas well makes it a cinch, Mr. Latham says, 
that the Smock pool is a real one and extensive, 
the natural gas well is a miles and half from the 
oil well. 

All of which goes to show that you can never 
tell what is going te happen in Kansas. 





There is a gas well south of El Dorado, Kan., 
which just drilled itself in without derrick or tools. 
There are a number of prospective producers look- 
ing for a lease where the wells drill themselves in, 
but they have been unable to connect with it up to 
this time. 
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MEN KNOWN IN orpom | 





THOMAS W. WHITE 


Thomas W. White, of New York, special repre- 
sentative of the Sinclair corporations, was born in 
McKeesport, Pa., 39 years ago. He attended the 
parochial school in McKeesport and upon finishing 
the course entered the office of a civil engineering 
firm in Pittsburgh, where he got actual service and 
education in the field. During this employment he 
studied geology and engineering, the theoretical 
parts of the profession, in the evening. 

Twelve years ago Mr. White came to Tulsa. For 
a time he was engaged in general field work, but 
upon the organization of the firm of White & Sin- 
clair, then the great developing firm in the Mid- 
Continent field, he was appointed field man and 
experted the properties, which brought top-notch 
prices at the dissolution of the firm in 1916. 

After the sale of the White & Sinclair interests, 
Mr. White was appointed general superintendent 
of the Pierce Oil Corporation in Oklahoma and 
assistant general superintendent of the Pierce-For- 
dyce Oil Association in Texas. He was in charge 
of all of the production and transportation of both 
companies. 

Shortly after the removal of the Sinclair cor- 
porations to New York, Mr. White resigned his 
position with the Pierce interests to take the posi- 
tion of special representative. In that capacity he 
is now in Costa Rica developing the 9,000,000-acre 
concession which was granted the Sinclair-Central 
American Oil Corporation some four months ago. 

Mr. White was married when quite a young man 
and his wife has been dead for several years. He 
has three children, who are now attending the same 
parochial school in McKeesport, Pa., which he at- 
tended when a lad. 





Personal Paragraphs 


J. Edgar Pew, in charge of the western properties 
of the Carter Oil Company, is in New York on a 
business mission. 

* + * 

John Carson is now in charge of the Union Petro- 
leum Company in Tulsa and will continue on the 
job till Ben Ryan returns. 

* * 7” 

Cc. C. Simmons, Tulsa, of the Frick-Reid offices, 
spent the greater part of the last 10 days in the 
producing districts around Healdton. 

* * * 

Cc. A. Lamm, former Mayor of Bartlesville, has 
accepted a position with the Homer Preston in- 
terests and is now scouting in Kentucky. 

~ > * 

F. B. Welch, of the Illinois Refining Company, 
Rock Island, Ill., has been visiting his family in 
Tulsa and meeting his old Oklahoma acquaintances. 

> ~ * 


R. H. Hazlett, of Augusta, Kan., banker, stock 
raiser and oil producer, all on a large scale, has 





returned from a trip to his old home in Lafayette, 
Indiana. 
a * * 

Clyde McMichael, Tulsa contractor, has moved 
a string of tools to Elk County, Kan., and will drill 
a wildcat well near Howard for the Producer’s Oil 
Company. 

* aK oa 

R. M. Young, well-known oil-country man, has 
been appointed to the position of assistant general 
superintendent of the Carter Oil Company in the 
Mid-Continent field. 

* * * 

Dana H. Kelsey, of the Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, of Tulsa, who has been absent for three 
weeks in the East on a business trip, has returned 
and is again at his desk. 

ok ca * 

J. R. McLaughlin, of the Indiahoma Refining 
Company, St. Louis, has been in Oklahoma for the 
past 10 days looking over some of the producing 
properties of the company. 

* * 


Ben Ryan, of Tulsa, buyer for the Union Petro- 
leum Company, who has been ill at Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., for the past month, has been moved 
to Atlantic City, N. J., and is improving. 

* ca * 


A. J. Callahan, of the American Oil Company, 
Jackson, Mich., is investigating the territory around 
Tulsa and says that it is more than probable that 
his company will soon have a branch house in 
Oklahoma. 

a * * 

Frank Young, the Tulsa producer, who was re- 
cently operated on at Mayo Hospital in Rochester, 
Minn., is improving, but it will be several weeks at 
best before he will be able to be back at his busi- 
ness again. 

* * a 

F. P. Fisher, of Bartlesville, Okla., head of the 
natural gas division of the Doherty companies in 
Oklahoma and Kansas, attended the Natural Gas 
Association at Buffalo as the representative of his 
corporations. 

ok * * 

R. L. Steiner, one of the original Big Four in the 
Healdton district and for many years a resident 
of Oklahoma, but now claiming Chicago as his 
home, is visiting friends throughout the Oklahoma 
producing districts. 

* ca 

Judge John J. Shea, who has recently moved to 
Tulsa from Bartlesville, has returned from a two 
weeks’ trip to Minnesota, during which time he vis- 
ited the officers’ training school at Fort Snelling. 
Mrs. Shea accompanied him. : 

* * x 


Homer Gray, of Tulsa, formerly with the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Company, son of R. S. Gray of the land 
department of the Prairie, has passed the officer’s 
examination at Fort Logan H. Root, Ark., and ex- 
pects to receive his commission in a short time, 

* * * 


M. H. Connors, of Tulsa, general superintendent 
of the Producers Oil Company, has returned from 
an extensive trip over the Gulf Coast properties of 
the company. He expects some more big wells 
around Damon Mound and in the Goose Creek dis- 
trict. 

oe * 

John Cunningham, of Tulsa, has returned from a 
trip to New York and Chicago. He says that the 
war is overshadowing everything else for the time, 
but there will be a settling down and then he pre- 
dicts more prosperous times for the oil and gas 
industry. 

* * * 

Judge De Edward Greer, of the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Company, Dallas, Tex.; John H. Burford, of 
the Standard Oil Company of Indiana, at Oklahoma 
City, and Judge Farrar L. McLain, of the Sinclair 
interests, were at the gasoline hearing in Tulsa 
ordered by the Corporation Commission. 

* * * 


Usher Carson, formerly of Tulsa; but for the 
past six months conservation officer for the Cor- 
poration Commission in the Healdton district, has 
resigned and is going into the producing game with 
some New York parties he has interested in the 
Healdton district. His successor has not been 
named, 

* * * 

E. W. Marland, of Ponca City, Okla., who is hav- 
ing quite a round with Governor Williams of this 
State in the matter of the renewal of some riverbed 
leases, entertained the scouts during their visit to 
Ponca City on May 19 and got a vote of thanks for 
his hospitality. 

ca a a 

Frederick Plummer, geologist for the Roxana 
Petroleum Corporation in Houston, Tex., and Tulsa, 
has been making an exhaustive examination of the 





formations in the Goose Creek district in Texas, 
Mr. Plummer was recently placed in charge of the 
Gulf Coast geological staff of the Roxana Cor. 
poration. 

* * * 

M. A. La Velle and A. A. Hammer, of the Bureau 
of Mines, with headquarters in Muskogee, have 
been visiting the oil and gas properties in the Tulsa 
and Cushing districts recently. Mr. La Velle is in 
charge of the conservation work for the Govern- 
ment and Mr. Hammer is a geologist and oil and 
gas inspector. 

* co co 

Charles S. Bennett, formerly in charge of wildcat 
drilling for the Prairie Oil & Gas Company, has 
enlisted in the regular army. He is a private in 
the Sixteenth U. S. Infantry and is now located at 
Fort Bliss, Tex. A previous statement that Mr. 
Bennett was attending a service school for officers 
was erroneous. 

* - a 

Willis J. Rowland, of Pittsburgh, Pa., president 
of the Rowland Oil & Gas Company, which oper- 
ates largely in the Okmulgee (Okla.) district, was 
in Oklahoma last week, accompanied by Mrs. Row- 
land, their little daughter, Mary Gwynne Rowland, 
Dr. and Mrs. Joheph A. Baird and Mrs. H. E. 
Gwynne, all of Pittsburgh. 

* 5 * 

Ralph Hochstetter, of Buffalo, N. Y., president of 
the Southwestern Oil Company, and formerly of 
Tulsa, is visiting his old friends and looking over 
his properties in Oklahoma and Kansas: Mr. Hoch- 
stetter was for years manager of the Gunsburg & 
Forman interests and is one of the most popular 
producers in the Mid-Continent field. 

a * * 

Frank P. Henderson, of New York, one of the 
most prominent casinghead gasoline producers in 
the United States, is in Oklahoma looking over his 
properties. Mr. Henderson says that he does not 
believe there will be extra taxation on gasoline and 
that the market is going to improve because of 
the demands of the Government caused by the war. 

* * * 


E. E. Schock, of St. Louis, president of the India- 
homa Refining Company and other oil companies, 
has been visiting Tulsa during the week. Mr. Schock 
recently surprised all of the Western oil jobbers 
with the beauty of his Selma farm, some distance 
below St. Louis on the Mississippi River, which is 
deservedly one of the show places of the country. 

* * * 


David Crawford, of Parkersburg, W. Va., presi- 
dent of the Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company, and 
largely interested in the Oklahoma Producing & 
Refining Company and the Osage-Hominy Oil & 
Gas Company, of which latter corporations his 
brother, John M. Crawford is president, is in Tulsa, 
going over the Oklahoma business of the Parkers- 
burg Rig & Reel Company. 

* ¢ * 


J. F. Pitts, one of the oldest operators in the Mid- 
Continent field, who recently disposed of. his hold- 
ings to the Prairie Oil & Gas Company, announces 
that he has purchased a ranch of 47% acres at 
Monrovia, Cal., a suburb of Los Angeles, and will 
remove there with his family on June 15. Mr. Pitts 
says that he is going to spend the rest of his days 
raising oranges and lemons and looking at the poin- 
setta blooms in the middle of January. 

* * * 


T. J. Donoghue, vice president of The Texas Com- 
pany at Houston, and Martin Moran, general super- 
intendent of the same company in Oklahoma, with 
headquarters at Tulsa, visited the properties of 
The Texas Company in the Healdton district during 
the week and after that returned to the company 
offices at Tulsa. T. W. Mason, district superintend- 
ent of The Texas Company in the Healdton dis- 
trict, accompanied the party to Tulsa. 

* * * 


F. J. Bradford, of Tulsa, who has been general 
manager of the Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company’s 
plant and business in Oklahoma for several years, 
has tendered his resignation and will engage i2 
business for himself. Mr. Bradford, immediately 
after the tender of the resignation, left for Buffalo, 
N. Y., to attend the national convention of the 
Natural Gas Association of America. His exact 
plans have not been announced. He is one of the 
most popular men in the oil fraternity in Oklahoma. 

* * * 


Bernard A. Gillespie, of Tulsa, who with his 
father is interested in nearly every producing dis- 
tict in Oklahoma and some copper mines in Arizona, . 
was married on May 20 to Miss Katherine Ker’, 
daughter of Eugene M. Kerr, State Senator, owner 
of the Muskogee Times-Democrat, and one of the 
developers of Oklahoma, at the residence of the 
bride’s parents in Muskogee. They were given an 
informal dinner at the home of the groom’s parents 
in Tulsa and after that departed for Phoenix, Ariz. 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 


Drilling in of a 30-barrel well near Petersburg, 
Ind., has caused a deal of excitement. 


Independent Torpedo Company has established a 
factory in the Healdton (Okla.) district. 


Ohio Oil Company subscribed $1,000,000 to the 
Liberty loan before the offer was two hours old. 


Atlantic Refining Company is spending between 
$25,000 and $50,000 on a small plant at Corry, Pa. 

According to official statements, the production 
of petroleum in Argentina during 1916 was 116,000 
tons. 


Grass Creek district claims the highest percent- 
age of producing wells drilled in the State of Wyo- 
ming. ; » 

It is understood that Indian leases in the Pilot 
Butte district, Wyoming, are soon to be sold at 
auction. 


The Sinclair Oil & Refining Corporation has es- 
tablished three additional distributing stations in 
Chicago. 

All of the macadamized roads in the vicinity of 
Lynchburg, Va., will be oiled during the coming 
summer. 


Denver now has three oil stock exchanges, which 
is more than any city in the heart of the oil country 
ever had. 


Dave Porter, a tool dresser at Augusta, Kan., tried 
to kill his wife and himself by shooting, but both 
will recover. 


Pennsylvania oil producers are holding mass- 
meetings protesting against the imposition of the 
2% gross production tax. 


Fifteen miles north of Casper, Wyo., The Texas 
Company has leased 8,000 acres of oil land and will 
conduct extensive operations. | 


The New York Journal of Commerce is of opinion 
that the present market for petroleum will stand 
for at least two years longer. 


Solar Refining Company, of Lima, O., has de- 
clared a dividend of 5%, that being the regular semi- 
annual rate for several years. 


Rollo W. Gunyon, of Oklahoma, has interested 
several Salt Lake capitalists in the development 
of a big wildcat acreage in Wyoming. 


Increasing cost of fuel oil has caused most of the 
factories in the Pomona Valley, Cal., to discontinue 
its use and substitute natural gas therefor. 


Healdton operators have organized a committee 
for the purpose of keeping down fire risk in the 
district and have appointed J. W. Horn fire marshal. 


The Great Divide Oil Company, operating in 
Wyoming, has just bought 10 standard rigs and is 
going to begin an extensive drilling campaign right 
away. 


Eureka, Kan., is loudly boasting that it is now 
the livest oil town in the whole world, just because 
there are 25 wildcat wells drilling in the neighbor- 
hood. 


Lieut. Gov. Frankson, of Minnesota, has struck 
“it rich” in Kansas and has sold his residence in 
St. Paul in order to devote all of his time to his 
oil holdings. 


Empire Pipe Line Company has opened a branch 
office in Okmulgee, Okla., where all of the business 
of the company in several producing districts near- 
by will be transacted. 


The British pool of petroleum resources has been 
successfully accomplished and the entire .admin- 
tration of petroleum affairs is now in the hands of 
a Government director. 


Toledo, O., is getting rid of its gas debt, having 
recently paid $100,000 toward the retirement of 
the bonds, leaving only $250,000 yet between munici- 
pal and private ownership. 


Empire Gas & Fuel Company and Empire Refin- 
eries, Inc., have. bought a farm near Guthrie, Okla., 
for the location of a number of big storage tanks. 
Consideration was $12,000. 


Kansas Gas & Electric Company, at Wichita, 
Kan., is constructing two 55,000-barrel tanks, so as 
not to be caught shorthanded in case the demand 
for fuel oil outruns the supply. 


Robert Watchorn has a hole ‘near Ponca City, 
Okla., which is 2,180 feet deep, and he is still going 
ahead. At last accounts there was a slight showing 
at that depth of 48-gravity oil. 

There has been quite an exodus of oil-country 
workers, teamsters, pumpers, pipe-liners and others 
from West Virginia and Northwestern Pennsylvania 
to the new producing districts in Kentucky. 

A well in Tampico district, Mexico, was drilled 
4,000 feet with 2,695 feet of open hole, which is 


———— 





believed to be the open-hole record for the world, 
and is certainly the record for a rotary machine. 


Now comes a man who says he has perfected a 
reversible clutch which works without stoppage of 
the speed of the engine. The inventor is W. L. 
Critser, a worker in the El Dorado (Kan.) district. 


Annual report of the operations of the Mexican 
Eagle Petroleum Company show that 1916 was the 
most prosperous year in its histotry, in spite of 
the Carranza exactions in the shape of tribute and 
taxation. 


Illinois Pipe Line Company has declared a divi- 
dend of 12%, payable June 15 to stockholders of 
record May 21. The previous dividend was 12% 
in December last. In January, 1916, a dividend 
of 15% was paid. 

City Council of Cumberland, Md., is trying to re- 
voke the franchise of the West Virginia & Maryland 
Gas Company on the ground of non-performance. 
The company is resisting and a long legal battle 
is almost assured. 


The reported strike of the Merritt-Humphreys 
syndicate near Sheridan, Wyo., in the Coal Creek 
district, has caused a great deal of excitement, as 
it is far away from production and opens up a 
big stretch of territory. 


Dividend of $3 a share has been declared by the 
Standard Oil Company of New York. This is $1 a 
share more than the previous quarterly dividend 
and is attributed to much larger earnings during 
the last half of last year. 


Towns in the vicinity of Richmond, Ind., which 
have been notified by the Logan Natural Gas Com- 
pany that next year’s supply is problematical, have 
made arrangements with some Ohio producers to 
supply them in an emergency. 


Nine miles south of Fort Smith, Ark., a gas pool 
has been opened up which promises to be more pro- 
ductive than the pool east of Fort Smith, which has 
been supplying that city and neighboring towns for 
the past three years and a half. 


National Oil & Gas Company is going 3,000 feet 
with a hole in the Big Muddy district, in Wyoming. 
There is already one well in that district drilled by 
the Merritt Oil Corporation which is 3,200 feet deep, 
at which depth a rich pay was found. 


Oklahoma Producing & Refining Company shows 
earnings for first three months of 1917 of $456,747, 
or at an annual rate of $1,826,988, equivalent to 
354%4% on the entire capital stock of $5,000,000. The 
cash balance on hand Jan. 31 was $151,177. 


Two wells are being drilled at Bonaparte, Ia., 
but neither of sufficient depth to determine the 
value of the holdings. In the first well it is stated 
that a trace of oil was discovered at a depth of 100 
feet, but at 642 feet the well went to water. 


Sinclair Oil & Refining Corporation has purchased 
a site in Wichita, Kan., for an office building, paying 
$17,500 therefor. It is expected to make Wichita 
division headquarters for the work of the develop- 
ing company in that portion of the Mid-Continent 
field. 

Consolidation of the Coshocton Gas Company and 
the Buckeye State Oil & Gas Company with the 
Medina Oil & Gas Company in Ohio is reported. 
The Columbus Natural Gas Company has also been 
recently absorbed by the Medina Oil & Gas Com- 
pany. 

June 18 has been set by the Attorney General of 
Oklahoma for hearing the protest of the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Company against the license tax imposed 
by the State Board of Equalization. The company 
claims an exemption of $5,000 a year for a period 
of five years. - 

Gas for Ringling, Okla., and other nearby oil-coun- 
try towns and villages is being supplied by the 
new Franklin & Phillips wells at Wirt, only a short 
distance away. Service by the Sinclair Gulf Cor- 
poration was suspended May 1, as the company 
desired to conserve its gas. 


The Cortez Oil Corporation of New York has 
received a concession from the de facto Govern- 
ment of Mexico for the building of a railroad from 
Tepetate to Port Lobos on the Gulf of Mexico. The 
company has also received permission to set up a 
wireless station at Port Lobos. 

Oil operators in Butler County, Kansas, are trying 
to induce the County Commissioners to improve the 
road system through the oil-producing districts at 
least, and are pointing ont that through their efforts 
the taxable value of property in Butler County has 
been more than trebled during the past three years. 


So many requests have been received by the 
United States Geological Survey for a history of 
the divining rod that a booklet has been compiled 
and printed. Official denial of the benefits claimed 
for this method of research were deemed essential 
in view of the continued operations of the witches 
in various fields. 





Edward L. Doheny, of Los Angeles, president of 
the Mexican Petroleum Company and other great 
oil-producing corporations, has offered to supply all 
of the fuel required by either the State or nation 
during the war at actual cost. This offer was made 
on behalf of the Independent Oil Producers’ Asso- 
ciation of California. 


Four casinghead gasoline plants are now being 
constructed in the Healdton district by the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Company, the Indiahoma Refining 
Company, the Hamon interests and others. The 
city of Ardmore is protesting against the shipment 
of casinghead gasoline through the city jimits on 
the-ground that it'is too highly explosive. 


Union Gas & Electric Company has assured Mayor 
Puchta, of Cincinnati, that there will be ample sup- 
ply of natural gas for all purposes during the winter 
of 1917-18 and that arrangements for a large in- 
crease in the supply have been made. The company 
asserts that the daily maximum supply will be in- 
creased more than 50,000,000 feet over last year’s 
average. 


It was stated at the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Standard Oil Company of Kansas 
that no orders would be taken by the Neodesha 
refinery for 1917 delivery and that though the capac- 
ity of the refinery had been more than doubled dur- 
ing the past five years the business of the company 
had more than kept pace with the increase in 
capacity. 


Oklahoma State Sportsman’s Association sprung 
a new wrinkle when it announced that in place of 
cash prizes it would give shares of stock in divi- 
dend-paying concerns. The stock was purchased 
one year ago and is now earning more than 6%. 
F. A. Gillespie, J. E. Crosbie and Harry Sinclair, 
all well-known Oklahoma producers, furnished three 
special prizes. 

In Australia, gasoline shipped from the United 
States is sold at very high prices and there is con- 
siderable agitation in favor of an alcoholic substi- 
tute to be made from the waste material at the 
sugar refineries. Alcohol made from grain can also 
be used and thus give the farmers a better market 
for their products. Numerous experiments are be- 
ing made along these lines. 


In a test case in the Federal Courts, the Indiana 
oil inspection statute has been declared unconstitu- 
tional and an injunction was ordered restraining the 
inspector from attempting to enforce the terms of 
the statute. The suit was filed at the instigation 
of the oil companies doing business in the State. 
Application to make the injunction permanent has 
been filed and is now under consideration. 


St. Joseph (Mo.) Gas Company is supplying a 
combination of natural and manufactured gas, hav- 
ing been unable to secure a sufficient supply from 
the Kansas Natural Gas Company. In April, the 
natural gas supplied was 73.14% and the manufac- 
tured gas 26.36%. The rate for natural gas is 60 
cents a thousand and $1 for manufactured gas. The 
rate charged the consumer of both grades is 76 
cents gross and 73 cents net. 


Useful Lives Are Ended 


Ezekiel E. Chambers, aged 81 years, died at North 
east, Pa., on May 15. He went to Oil City in 1882 
and was interested in production there for years. 
He was also a well-known broker on the Oil E>- 
change. He later removed to Bradford, where he 
had several properties in McKean County. 


Arnold Hague, aged 77, died at his home at Wash- 
ington, D. C., May 17. He was born in Boston in 
1840. He had been a member of the United States 
Geological Survey since 1879. He is credited wit! 
doing much toward the development of Yellowstone 
National Park. He was a graduate of Heidelbers 
University and known all over the world. 


Charles C. Chamberlain, aged 67, died at Butler, 
Pa., May 16. He was born in Medina Center, ©. 
In 1865 he began working on Oil Creek and hai 
been identified with the oil business till his death. 
He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Amy Morgan 
Chamberlain, and three sons, Leo. D. Chamberlain. 
of Sapulpa, Okla.; Cecil D. Chamberlain, of Tulsa, 
Okla., and Olin V. Chamberlain, of Washington, Pa., 
and a daughter, Mrs. William Bradford Hiteshew, 
of Robinson, III. 


Timothy Burns, aged 83 years, died at Knapp’s 
Creek, N. Y., on May 16, after a long illness. He 
was born in County Wicklow, Ireland, and came to 
this country when nine years of age. He had been 
engaged in the oil business in the Olean district 
for many years. He is survived by his wife, one 
brother, William Burns, of Claysville, Pa., and three 
sisters, Mrs. Sarah McCoy, of Watertown, N. Y., 
Mrs. Catherine Collins, of Ottawa, Canada, and Sis- 
ter Celia, of Sherman, Tex, 
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Oklahoma-Kansas Fields 


By H. W. WHITNEY 


GOOD WELLS AT GARBER. 


The Garber pool, in Garfield County, 
is again to the front with several good 
wells and the’ attention of the operators 
is at present focused on this development. 
For a while operations were rather dis- 
couraging to the prospectors, but the pool 
has taken on new life and is at present 
getting the most thorough testing of any 
district in the Oklahoma field. There are 
30 wells in the- south pool, counting.-the 
wells on top of the sand and those that 
are being drilled in. The best well of the 
week is the Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s 
No. 6 on the Hotson farm, in the south- 
east corner of the northeast quarter of 
the northwest quarter of Section 25-22-4 
west, which struck the top of the sand at 
1,138 feet and the bottom at 1,150 feet, 
the hole being finished up at 1,155 feet, 
and it is reported to be good for 120 bbls. 
a day. H. H. Champlin’s No. 7 on the 
Beggs farm, in the northwest corner of 
the southeast quarter of the southeast 
quarter of the southwest quarter of Sec- 
tion 24-22-4 west, had the sand found 1,124 
to 1,136 feet and at a total depth of hole 
of 1,140 feet is rated as a 40-bbl. well. A 
number of other wells in the pool are on 
top of the sand and are showing indica- 
tions for good producers. The Prairie Oil 
& Gas Co.’s No. 1 on the Dix farm, in 
Section 25-22-3, is cleaning out the water 
sand found at 1,250 feet. This test found 
a stray sand at 1,283 feet, which is caus- 
ing some interest. On the Stine farm the 
well that is being drilled by the Carter 
Oil Co. and the well being drilled by the 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. on the Whitney 
farm is also being deepened, with the 
hope of getting a large production. There 
are seven producing wells on the Hoy 
farm, six on the Walker, two on the 
Crews, seven on the Beggs, six on the 
Hotson. Twenty-two of these wells are 
pumping and 25 are completed and are 
connected with the tanks. The oil in 
this pool is high grade and sells at a pre- 
mium. At the present time the daily pro- 
duction in this territory is estimated at 
1,120 bbls., but with all the wells pumping 
the production would increase and more 
than likely reach the 1,290-bbl. mark daily. 
Within 30 days the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co. will have a dozen machines working 
in this pool. 

The Hamilton Switch pool is attracting 
more than ordinary attention since the 
drilling in of the Metzgar Oil Co.’s No. 1 
on the Washington farm, in the southwest 
corner of the northwest quarter of the 
northwest quarter of Section 21-14-12, 
which struck the top of the sand at 2,130 
feet and is producing from only four feet 
in the pay. The production is estimated 
at 250 bbls. daily and its size as well as 
location has caused no end of interest 
in this part of the Oklahoma field. It is 
flowing from an 8-inch hole, the casing 
not having been set. This well is two 
and one-half miles southwest of produc- 
tion and opens an entirely new lead to 
the pool. Acreage in the vicinity is being 
sold at fancy prices and several offsets 
have been made. 

The Billings pool, in Noble County, got 
a jolt during the week when the Mid-Co 
Petroleum Co.’s test on the Berry farm, 
in the northeast of the northwest of Sec- 





tion 27-23-2 west, struck the Hoover sand 
from 2,128 to 2,136 feet and found it dry. 
The well is being drilled deeper in hopes 
of finding another pay. This well is only 
a half mile to the southeast of the dis- 
covery well on the Hoover tract, which 
is located in t he northeast corner of the 
northwest quarter of the southwest quar- 
ter of Section 22-23-2 west, and gives the 
southeastern direction anything but & 
promising look. However, deeper drilling 
is now in progress and it may be that a 
lower sand will be found, at least the 
owners are confident of this fact and have 
not been discouraged by the apparent fail- 
ure. The Hoover well is not holding up 
well and it is reported to be making only 
125 bbls. daily, and it is the intention of 
the company to also deepen this well for 
general results. 

The Blackwell pool, in Kay County, is 
at an interesting stage and several wells 
are in the deep sand and should be drilled 
in some time during the present week. 
The latest showing for a well is the Na- 
tional Union Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the Nix 
farm, in the center of the west line of 
the southwest quarter of the southwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter of Sec- 
tion 18-28-1 east, which has 2,000 feet of 
oil standing in the ‘hole and a fishing 
job under way at 3,347 feet. 

In the Other Pools. 

The Cleveland pool, in Pawnee County, 
offers another good producer this week 
with the completion of the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Co.’s No. 2 on the Mann farm, in 
Section 23-20-7, which struck the top of 
the sand at 2,542 feet and at 2,576 feet is 
making better than 150 bbls. natural daily. 
The same company completed a test on 
the Regal farm, in Section 22-20-7, which 
got the top of the sand at 2,643 feet and 
at 20 feet in is only rated as a 10-bbl. 
pumper. The Selby Oil Co. got 75 bbls. 
production after an 80-quart shot in No. 4 
on the Nemire farm, in Section 14-20-8, in 
a sand found from 2,344 to 2,374 feet. In 
Section 20-20-7, t he Carter Oil Co.’s No. 1 
on the Mosing farm is dry and has been 
abandoned at 3,024 feet. 

The Cushing and Shamrock pools of 
Creek County offer very little inducement 
for additional testing, as the past several 
months have failed to show the comple- 
tion of any large wells and the produc- 
tion is falling off daily. A great deal of 
work is under way and new locations are 
being made, but the new production ob- 
tained weekly is not even sufficient to 
supplant the decline in the older produc- 
ing wells. Many of the older wells that 
have fallen off in production until they 
are no longer considered paying proposi- 
tions are being drilled deeper and in most 
cases the additional development is re- 
warded with a larger output. It is also 
a noticeable fact that a number of the 
old gas wells that have been supplying 
fuel for years are being redrilled in an 
effort to make oil producers out of them. 
Cc. B. Shaffer has redrilled his No. 3 on 
the Brown farm, in Section 33-19-7, into 
the Bartlesville sand from,2,811 to 2,830 
feet. and it responded with a 90-bbl. 
natural production. This well was com- 
pleted on March 8, 1917, and got the top 
of the Bartlesville sand at 2,811 feet and 
the bottom at 2,815 feet and came in with 
a production of 150 bbis. a day. The pro- 
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duction fell off to 60 bbls. a day, which 
is the cause for the test being drilled 
deeper into the sand. In Section 5-18-7, 
the Gem Oil Co.’s No. 22 on the Atkins 
farm got a sand from 2,463 to 2,473. feet, 
which was passed up, and the top of the 
Bartlesville sand was found at 2,550 feet 
and after drilling to a total depth of 2,609 
feet the well was shot with 40 quarts and 
responded with a 70-bbl. flow. The Cos- 
den Oil & Gas Co. got a 60-bbl. well after 
a 15-quart shot in No. 4 on the Cosden 
lease, in Section 14-17-7, in the Layton 
sand, which was struck at 1,695-feet and 
penetrated to 1,635 feet. In: Section 28- 
17-7, the Tidal Oil Co.’s No. 16 on the 
Keyes farm struck the top of the Layton 
sand at 1,494 feet and was drilled to 1,515 
feet and was dry. It was deepened and 
the top of the oil sand struck at 1,520 feet 
and at 28 feet in was shot with 15 quarts 
and is good for 70 bbls. daily. 

The Inola pool, in Rogers County,. has 
a number of completions to report for the 
past week, but they are only of the ordi- 
nary size. The largest producer was Cal- 
lopy and associates’ No. 6 on the Tiger 
farm, in~Section 28-18-15, which encoun- 
tered two pay sands. The first was struck 
from 1,223 to 1,237 feet and the top of the 
second sand was struck at 1,243 feet and 
at 3 feet in the pay it is rated at 75 bbls. 
natural. In Section 33-18-15, Carpenter et 
al. got a 2,150,000-foot gasser at 1,200 feet 
in a test on the Harrison farm, and in 
Section 31-18-15, Bearman et al. got a 
10-bbl. well in No. 3 on the Johnson farm 
in a sand found from 1,345 to 1,360 feet. 
The Caney River Gas Co. completed a 45- 
bbl. well in a test on the Fife farm, in 
Section 31-18-15. The top of the sand was 
struck at 1,316 feet and the bottom at 
1,328 feet. The Edgar Oil Co.. drilled in 
a 15-bbl. pumper with No. 10 Wiley, ‘Sec- 
tion 32-18-15, in the 1,261-foot sand and 
got a 35-bbl. well at 1,273 feet in No. 9 
on the Bird farm, Section 33-18-15. 


The Yale pool, in Pawnee County, is 
supplying some creditable producers and 
a great amount of development work is 
under way. Over 50 new locations have 
been announced on which immediate de- 
velopment will be started. The New Eng- 
land Oil Co. completed No. 4 on the Day- 
mond lease, in Section 13-19-5, and it is 
rated at 125 bbls. natural. The top of 
the gas sand was struck at 2,740 feet and 
guaged 4,000,000 cubic feet. The top of 
the oil sand was struck at 3,142 feet and 
33 feet of sand was penetrated. In Sec- 
tion 12-19-5, the Magnolia Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 2 on the Still lease struck the top of 
the Bartlesville sand at 3,146 feet and 
at 33 feet in is doing 50 bbls. natural. 


The Stone Bluff and Haskell pools of 
Muskogee County are also showing the 
completion of good wells and several tests 
have attracted the attention of the op- 
erators during the past week. Goble and 
associates’ test on the Barnett farm, in 
Section 8-16-15, is drilling at about 1,169 
feet and is spraying oil and has 30,000,000 
cubic feet of gas. ‘The Black Hawk Oil 
Co.’s No. 1 on the Richards farm, in Sec- 
tion 9-16-5, is drilling at 1,196 feet. This 
was a gas well and was deepened and is 
now making close to 100 bbls. a day. The 
test of Ross and associates on the Bal- 
lard farm, in Section 16-16-15, got the top 
of the gas sand at 1,207 feet and the oil 
sand from 1,277 to’ 1,287 feet and there 
is 500: feet of oil. standing in. the hole. 
completed No. 1 on the 
Taylor farm, in Section 20-16-15, and it 
is good for 20 bbls. and in Section 19-15-15, 
F. Miles’ No. 1 Mathews, is a failure and 





Muskogee and Washington. 

The Boynton pool, in Muskogee County, 
has several wells to offer for the week, 
but they are small and are located well 
inside of defined area. W. P. Pine’s No. 
1 on the Reed farm, in Section 13-14-15, 
got the top of the first sand from 1,768 
to 1,771 feet, which was dry, and drilled 
deeper and got the top of the oil sand 
at 1,777 feet and after drilling to a total 
depth of 1,801 feet the well is showing up 
for 40 bbls. J. S. Cosden has a combin- 
ation oil and gas well on the Cherry 
farm, in Section. 18-14-16, which is show- 
ing for 10 bbls. of oil and 3,000,000 feet 
of gas in a sand found from 1,762 to 1,779 
feet. The Choctaw Oil & Refining Co. 
got a 5-bbl. pumper at 1,562 feet on the 
Harrison farm, in Section 2-14-15, and in 
Section 16-14-16, Emery Bros’ No. 3 
Peters, is dry at 1,558 feet as is the 
Wasof Oil Co.’s test on the Crosslin lease 
at 1,850 feet in Section 26-14-16. 

In Washington County, Section 26-26-13 
the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. drilled in a 30- 
bbl. well in No. 16 on the Adams lease, 
and in Section 32-26-13, T. C. Huling et 
al. got a 5-bbl. pumper in No. 3 on the 
Buckles farm. In Section 34-26-13, the 
Fish Creek Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 3 John 
Halock started off at 10 bbls. and the 
Continental Oil Co. got 10 bbls. production 
in No. 2 on the Canary lease, in Section 
17-29-14. In Section 7-28-13, the Wolverine 
Oil Co.’s No. 7 Cochran, pumped 25 bbls., 
as did the B. B. Oil Co.’s No. 3 on fee 
lands in the same section. W. J. Knupp 
got a 10-bbl. well in No. 8 on the Chas. 
Fry farm, Section 10-28-13, and in Sec- 
tion 8-26-13 the National -Development 
Co.’s No. 8 Hattie Whiteturkey pumped 
8 bbls. 

Bixby and Glenn Pools. 

Results in the Bixby pool, in Tulsa 
County, have not been up to the stan- 
dard during the past two or three weeks 
and the new production being obtained 
is not sufficient to ward off a decline in 
the pool’s output. This is an erratic area 
and one cannot tell where a good well 
will be brought in. Dusters are frequently 
drilled right up against a large producer 
and then again a location away from a 
dry hole will prove to be a large well. 
Certain parts of the pool are holding up 
well, however, and many of the wells 
have only fallen off a few barrels in pro- 
duction since their completion. This is 
especially true of the Gladys Oil Co.’s 
holdings on the Posey Mary farm, in Sec- 
tion 17-13-13, where there are four wells 
producing at the rate of 600 bbls. a day, 
having only decreased about 25 bbls. 4 
day since they were first completed. The 
largest well of the week started off at 
35 bbls. natural and is the property of 
the Apollo Oil Co. on the Bertholf lease, 
in Section 31-17-13, which encountered 
two pay sands. The first was struck 
from 1,817 to 1,830 feet and the second 
from 1,820 to 1,830 feet. Galbreath et 2l. 
got a 20-bbl. pumper in No. 3 on tiie 
Deere farm, Section 23-17-14, at 1,829 
feet and the Caney River Gas Co.’s No. 
4 Burgen, in Section 33-17-14, struck the 
top of the sand at 1,354 feet and at 10 
feet in is doing 25 bbls. J. H. McDonald 
completed No. 3 on the Risby farm, in 
Section 23-16-14, and got 5,000,000 feet of 
gas at 1,690 feet. The Livingston Oil 
Corporation added another duster to its 
list in No. 13 on .the Sampson farm, in 
Section 33-17-13, at 1,759 feet. The Cos- 
den Oil & Gas Co. got a failure in No. 2 
on the Bigpond lease, in Section 28-17-13, 
and the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. met with 


has been abandoned at 1,640 feet. 
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the same fate at 2,130 feet on the Buck 
lease; in Section 27-17-13. 

The Glenn pool, in Tulsa County, is an 
attractive spot and the list of late pro- 
ducets is above the average of the usual 
completions. Jackson, Markham & Wise 
drilled in No. 3 on the Crow farm, in 
Section 5-17-12, and got 250 bbls. produc- 
tion 
2,143 to 2,168 feet. The same parties also 
got a 200-bbl. starter after a shot in No. 9 
on the same farm, the top of the sand 
being struck at 2,127 feet and the bottom 
at 2,165 feet. The sand in this vicinity is 
proving very regular and the wells are 
coming in with a good initial production 
and are good stayers. The Dallas Oil 
Co. got 100 bbls. production in No. 48 on 
the Sarkachi farm in the same section 
at 2,168 feet and the Oklahoma State Oil 
Co. has a 200-bbl. natural well in No. 4 
on the Bosen lease. The top of the sand 
was struck at 2,109 feet and the sand 
penetrated to 2,121 feet. These are only 
a few of the wells completed during the 
past week and in most cases the produc- 
tion was better than the usual run of the 
wells. The Oklahoma State Oil Co. has 
drilled three deep-sand wells that are re- 
ported to be producing 700 bbls. each. 

Okmulgee County is getting its share 
of new work as well as production and 
this is one of the most thoroughly pros- 
pected divisions of the Oklahoma field. 
While the production derived from the 
wells is not large, it is sufficient to war- 
rant an increase in the daily output and 
the operators are completing their pro- 
jects as fast as machinery and tools can 
be secured. The Tiger Flats district is 
an interesting spot and some good wells 
are being completed. The Mitchell Oil 
Co. got a 50-bbl. well in No. 4 on the 
Randall lease, in Section 30-12-12, at a 
depth of 1,934 feet and the Whitmer Oil 
Co.’s No. 1 on the Taylor farm started 
off at 15 bbls. natural. The top of the 
sand was struck at 2,560 feet and 15 feet 
of pay was drilled. 

The Bald Hill pool is coming to the 
front with a large number of completed 
wells each week and the production is 
on. the increase. E. R. Black got a 75- 
bbl. well in a sand found from 1,968 to 
1,991 feet in No. 3 on the Brown farm, in 
Section 28-15-13, and in Section 21-15-14, 
the Producers Oil Co.’s No. 11 Garrett 
started off at 20 bbls. in the 1,667-foot 
sand. The Funk-Margary Oil Co.’s No. 1 
Miller, in Section 16-14-13, was driiled to 
a total depth of 1,980 feet and plugged 
back to 1,960 feet, where it has been shut 
in as a 4,000,000-foot gasser. The Se- 
quoyah Oil & Refining Co. completed three 
wells on the Grayson farm, in Section 
3-14-14 during the week. No. 5 struek two 
pay sands, one from 1,515 feet to 1,540 
feet, which showed a gas volume of 
4,000,000 feet, and the oil sand from 1,558 
feet and it made a flow of 100 bbls. No. 6 
struck the top of the sand at 751 feet and 
at 39 feet in is good for 10 bbls. No. 7 
is of the same size and got the sand from 
750 to 790 feet. 

In the Okmulgee pool, in Okmulgee 
County, two completions have been re- 
ported, one of which was a dry hole. It 
is Cosden & Aiken’s No. 6 on the Buck- 
ley farm, Section 19-13-13, which was 
abandoned and the casing pulled at 2,936 
feet. The Test Oil Co. got a small pump- 
er in No. 2 on the Jefferson farm, Section 
29-13-14, in a sand found from 1,184 to 
1,204 feet. 

Kansas Developments. 


Interest in Butler County is again cen- 
tered in Towanda Township, owing to the 
.completion of the Knox & Hale No. 1 on 
the Ralston ranch, in the northeast cor- 
ner of the southeast quarter of the south- 
east quarter of Section 10-26-4. It was 
reported as having made 50 bbls. an hour 
Monday evening and that the oil could 
not be lowered more than 600 feet in the 
hole. Late estimates, however, place the 


after a shot in a sand found from} 


° ‘ 

well’s output at not better than 150 bbls. 
a day. The top of the sand was struck 
at 2,368 feet and the well completed at 
2,422 feet. This well is located west of 
the well of the Alpine Oil Co., in the 
northeast corner of the same farm, where 
they struck the second pay sand at 2,391 
feet and completed it at 2,415 feet. The 
Eureka Oil Co. (Knox & Hale) has made 
three new locations on the Ralston lease, 
in the southeast quarter of Section 10- 
26-4. The new locations are as follows: 
No. 7, which is one location west of No. 1; 
No. 8, one location south of No. 1, and 
No. 9, one location south of No. 8. Rigs 
are being built and drilling will be started 
at once. Since the completion of the 
above well many other locations have 
been staked out and the rigs are in the 
course of construction. 


The Trapshooters Oil Co.’s test on the 
Williams farm, in the southwest corner 
of the southwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of Section 11-26-4, is the next well 
in importance. On Tuesday the top of 
the sand was struck at 2,415 feet, with 
the oil flowing over the top of the casing. 
On Thursday the well was flowing at the 
rate of 250 bbls. a day, according to a 
gauge report. The depth in the sand has 
not been announced, but it is stated that 
the well will make at least a 400-bbl. pro- 
ducer. Both the Trapshooters Oil Co. and 
Hale & Knox wells are located two and 
one-half miles northeast of Towanda and 
are the farthest producers west of El 
Dorado and directly south of the Dillen- 
beck lease, in Section 35-25-4, where the 
Oil & Gas Co. of El Dorado, the Tuloma 
Oil Co. and Marshall et al. have completed 
same large wells. The Trapshooters Oil 
Co. made two new locations during the 
week—-No. 3, which is one location east 
of No. 1, in the southwest corner of the 
tract, and No. 4, which is one location 
north of No. 1. 


Latest of all completions of importance 
is the Sinclair Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 6 on 
the Dillenbeck farm, in Section 35-25-4, 
which was flowing natural at the rate of 
20 bbls. an hour, or at the rate of 500 
bbls. a day. On Saturday the well was 
swabbed and made 500 bbls. After swab- 
bing for a short time they were unable 
to lower the oil more than 300 feet, and 
after they had shut down for 15 minutes 
the oil rose over the top of the casing in 
a steady stream. The top of the sand 
was struck at 2,400 feet and the hole fin- 
ished up at 2,457 feet. The location of 
this test is in the middle of the north line 
of the east 80-acre tract. The Oil & Gas 
Co. of El Dorado sold this half interest 
to the above company. 


Work in the El Dorado pool proper is 
showing some good wells and numerous 
new locations have been made. Fraizer 
et al.’s No. 3 on the Allen farm, in the 
southeast corner of the northeast quarter 
of the southeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter of Section 25-25-4, got the top of 
the sand at 2,457 feet and the bottom at 
2,471 feet and is showing for 400 bbls. 
The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. drilled in 
No. 17 on the Knox farm, in Section 15- 
25-5, and got 500-bbls. production. The 
top of the sand was struck at 2,558 feet 
and was drilled 15 feet into the pay. The 
Carter Oil Co. completed No. 2 Atkins, 
in the northeast corner of the southeast 
quarter of Section 15-25-5, getting the top 
of the sand at 2,559 feet, and at 19 feet 
in the’ sand the hole has 2,300 feet of oil 
standing in it. The same company com- 
pleted No. 14 on the Wilson farm, in Sec- 
tion 22-25-5, and at 2,623 feet it is doing 
150 bbls. The Southwestern Petroleum 
Co. has a 100-bbl. producer at 2,696 feet 
on the Wilson lease, in Section 22-25-5, 
and the Union Oil Co.’s No. 15 on the 
Beeman lease, in Section 34-25-5, was 
plugged back from 2,704 feet to 2,440 feet 
and is making 25 bbls. on the pump. Gil- 
liland et al. completed three wells on the 





Draper farm, in Section 27-25-5. No. 4 





got the top of the sand at 2,526 feet and 
is good for 200 bbls. No. 5 struck the 
sand from 2,495 to 2,510 feet and there is 
1,800 feet of oil standing in the hole. 
No. 6 has been completed from 2,274 to 
3,310 feet and will only make a 10-bbl. 
pumper. The National Refining Co.’s 
No. 5 on the Dillenbeck lease, in Section 
4-26-5, struck the top of the sand at 2,647 
feet and at 9 feet in is rated at 125 bblis., 
and in Section 7-26-5, the Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co.’s Higgins No. 1 is good for 150 
bbls. in a sand found from 2,393 to 2,469 
feet. Skelly et al, got the top of the 
sand at 2,467 feet and have penetrated 
the pay 29 feet in No. 10 on the Draper 
farm, in Section 27-25-5, and are preparing 
to swab. The Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s 
No. 49 Stokes, in Section 33-25-5, is show- 
ing up for 150 bbls. in a sand found from 
2,554 feet and finished up at 2,571 feet. 
The same company got 100 bbls. produc- 
tion in a fourth test on fee lands at 2,467 
feet in Section 17-26-5. 

The largest well of the week in the 
Augusta pool, in Butler County, is cred- 
ited with a 500-bbl. flow. It is the Mid- 
Kansas Oil Co.’s No. 3 on the Chreve 
farm, in Section 14-28-4, which struck the 
top of the sand at 2,548 feet and at 20 
feet in the pay. The Big Walnut Oil Co. 
completed No. 2 on the Crabb farm, in 
Section 19-28-4, and got a 100-bbl. starter 
at 2,477 feet, and in Section 17-28-4, the 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co. has finished No. 
21 on the Varner lease, in Section 17-28-4, 
good for 100 bbls. in a sand found from 
2,020 to 2,037 feet. The Monitor Oil & 
Gas Co. drilled in a 75-bbl. pumper in the 
2,600-foot sand in No. 27 on the Brown 
lease, in Section 15-28-4, and the Prairie 
Oil & Gas Co. has a 5,000,000-foot gasser 
on No. 27 Scully in the 1,407-foot sand. 


Labette County. 


The Labette County pool is coming to 
the front with some exceptionally large 
producers and during the past week the 
best well so far drilled in that locality 
has been reported. It is the F. M. Gil- 
more test on the Hough farm (mapped as 
Holden), six miles southwest of Mound 
Valley, in the southeast quarter of Sec- 
tion 14-33-17, which was shot on Friday 
morning, and looks like a century pro- 
ducer. Forty feet of sand was penetrated, 
of which 20 feet was pay. This comple- 
tion proves up a lot of territory in that 
vicinity and several new locations have 
been made. An unsual number of comple- 
tions have been reported from Labette 
County during the past few weeks and 
the results in most cases are very en- 
couraging to the prospectors. The wells 
on the McCrum farm and on the Johns 
farm, northwest of Mound Valley, were 
completed, but they proved to be dry 
holes and were abandoned. No. 2 on the 
Perkins farm was shot during the week 
and is said to be making 65 bbls. It is 
located in Section 2-33-17. No. 2 on this 
farm is nearing the sand and should be 
drilled in some time this week. The well 
on the Smith farm has been completed as 
a gas well and will be saved for fuel pur- 
poses. The Sperry Oil & Gas Co. shot 
No. 5 on the Helwig lease and also a well 


‘on the O’Connel farm, and they are both 


showing up for fair-sized producers. The 
Garden-Green Oil Co. shot its test on the 
Updegraff farm, in the southeast quarter 
of Section 14-33-17, and it is making 35 
bbls. The Smith gasser and the well on 
the Hough farm prove up a considerable 
territory to the south of the Sachs farm 
and to the west of the Helwig property, 
and the Perkins well proves up a large 
acreage between the Dora Rogers lease 
and the Sachs farm. The Tedstrom well, 
east of Mound Valley, was drilled to the 
lime and plugged back to a 16-foot sand 
found last week and was shot with good 
results. The well on the Johnson farm, 
southeast of Mound Valley, is on top of 
the sand, and the well on the Shailer 
farm is drilling ahead after having been 





shut down for the lack of water. The 
well on the Nelson farm, in the northeast 
quarter of Section 15-32-18, is also on top 
of the sand, and Weible & Hoffman got 
another good gasser near Dennis. 
April Daily Production,’ 

Cherokee Deep’ Sand— 

Bartlesville 

Bird Creek 

Collinsville-Vera 

Copan-Wann 

Hogshooter 


Bbls. 


18,750 
Cherokee Shallow Sand— 
Delaware 
Chelsea 
Inola 


Osage ! 
Cleveland 
Cushing-Shamrock 
Creek Nation— 
Bald Hill 
Bixby- Leonard 
Boynton and Cole 
Glenn Pool 
Hamilton 
Henryetta 
Kellyville 
Lost City 
Morris 
Muskogee 
Mounds 
Perryman 
Schulter 
Stone Bluff 
Tiger Flats 


56,910 
Kay County— 
Newkirk 
Ponca City 
Blackwell 
Billings-Garber 


Healdton 
Lawton 
Wheeler 


Total Oklahoma 
Augusta 
El Dorado 
Outside 


Total Oklahoma and Kansas 340,255 





ACTIVE LEASING IN MIAMI. 


PAOLA, Kan., May 21.—Owing to un- 
settled weather and shortage of well sup- 
plies there was a decrease in operations 
in the Miami County oil field the past 
week. Interest in the field is increasing 
every day and the county is being scoured 
for leases by both home producers and 
developers and many from abroad. 


John Bell, Jr., brought in a good well 
on the Cooper-Chiles lease, in Section 9-17- 
22. Ata depth of 560 feet 20 feet of pay 
sand was struck. This is the fourteenth 
well on the tract. The initial production 
is about 25 bbls. 

Levi S. Tarr leased his farm northwest 
of Paola, in Section 36-16-21, consisting of 
120 acres, to George C. Staves, of Paola, 
for a consideration of $25,000. There has 
never been a well drilled on the farm; but 
Mr. Staves, who has drilled a number in 
that vicinity, considers it splendid terri- 
tory. 

The Anthony Dausch farm, southwest 
of Paola, in Section 26-17-22, containing 
280 acres, was leased this week to H. A. 
Hershfield and William Hicks, of Kansas 
City. The consideration was not made 
public. 

The W. D. Clark farm, in Section 13-16- 
22, was leased to Kansas City parties. 
It consists of 160 acres and the price re- 
ported was $1,600. There are no wells 
on the tract. The parties who have the 
lease announced that they would begin 
development at once. 

T. J. Cummings has sold a one-half in- 
terest in a lease on his farm of 80 acres 
in Section 12-16-22 to Kansas City inter- 
ests. This is in the vicinity of the Ma- 
honey farm, where three good. producers 
have been completed in the last 60 days. 

J. M. Bryan has leased -his farm of 16) 
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Superior National Products 


TITAN TESTED STEEL SUCKER RODS 


Ea a 


The steel from which these rods are made is the correct composition for 
the purpose, and we have made hundreds of tests in our own plant to 
determine this. The tests the Titan rods have had in the field have 
convinced the users of their worth. And every rod 
is tested before it leaves our plant. 


NATIONAL 
DRIVE SHOES 





TEXAS PATTERN CALIFORNIA PATTERN 


NATIONAL Drive Shoes stay on the pipe or casing until they have 
served their purpose. They do not break, crack or chip. 


There’s a reason—they are specially treated to make them stand the grief 
a drive shoe gets. 


The National Supply Company ¢ kana 


BRANCHES 


IN OKLAHOMA—Tulsa, Okmulgee, Cleveland, Bartlesville, Dewey, Mor- IN KANSAS—Sedan, Chanute, Independence, Peru, Chautauqua, Augusta, 


ris, Chelsea, New Wilson, Drumright, Nowata, Delaware, Cushing, El Dorado. 
Shamrock, Blackwell, Peckham. IN WYOMING—Casper, Basin. IN MONTANA—Billings. 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 


EXPORT INQUIRIES SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY, 
; FOREIGN SALES DEPT., PITTSBURGH, PA. 


























AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


An honestly built engine that 
always meets every requirement. 
Ask any contractor or driller 
anywhere. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exclusive Sales Agents 
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acres in Richland Township to Kansas 
City parties. The consideration reported 
is $1,000. This is in wildcat territory and 
there is not a producing well within three 
miles of the farm. 

It is reported that a lease on the Mc- 
Caskey farm, four miles west of Paola, 
sold this week for $1,500. The lease con- 
sists of 160 acres. 


Older Kansas Fields 
Are Being Developed 


YATES CENTER, Kan., May 18.—There 
is much aciivity in the oil business in 
Woodson County. The shortage of casing 
is retarding development in some portions 
of the field, but many of the operators 
have a sufficient supply to carry on their 
work. 


In Ranges 16 and 17 the sands are 
found at 850, 1,000 and 1,100 feet. Produc- 
tion in paying quantities is found at 
these depths. The first oil sand here is 
referred to as the Peru; the second, the 
Bartlesville, and the third, the Tucker. 
Production is found in four sands, one a 
stray, in the south part of Woodson Coun- 
ty. The Peru, or first sand, varies from 
18 to 45 feet in thickness. Gravity of 
the oil is about 24. The Bartlesville sand 
is from 20 to 40 feet in depth, the Tucker 
as high-as 60 feet, but mostly in the 
gassers. 


The Combination Oil & Gas Co. has 
10 producing wells with an aggregate 
amount of gas of 250,000 feet. It is very 
productive of gasoline and the company 
is using casinghead gas to runs its wells. 
They claim they have 27 locations to drill. 
This company is contemplating the con- 
struction of a gasoline plant, but is hold- 
ing off to find out the result of an experi- 
ment with a new process. If the experi- 
ment is successful the plant will cost in 
the neighborhood of $20,000. Owing to 
limited pipe-line facilities the Combina- 
tion company is operating but three wells, 
all in Range 26. These are producing, ac- 
cording to G. A. Byington, manager of 
the company, 250 bbls. each. 


Dr. Loomis, of Marion County, is drill- 
ing west of Yates Center, in Section 17- 
25-15. The well is down over 1,000 feet 
and he reports that the log looks good. 
In 1906, a well just east of the Loomis 
location produced gas at 1;105 feet. The 
well was abandoned and it is reported that 
the well when opened even now will throw 
water 75 feet into the air. The old well 
is on the True farm. 


It is reported that a gas well with a 
production of 16,000,000 feet has been 
struck near the town of Keck, 10 miles 
north of Yates Center. The Sperry Oil 
& Gas Co., of Tulsa, is drilling two miles 
north of this big gasser, in Section 24-24- 
13. Leases in that section are being priced 
from $5 to $40 per acre. 


The Carter Oil Co. is to begin drilling 
within the next 60 days in Section 22- 
25-16. 

The Combination Oil & Gas Co. has 
leased to E. A. Kerr and associates Sec- 
tions 14, 15 and 16, in Township 25, Range 
16. The territory north, east, south and 
west is now held by the Carter and 
Prairie companies. 

E. A. Kerr et al. are to spud in on the 
G. A. Morris farm, in the northwest cor- 
ner of Section 14-26-16, in a few days. 
They say they are going deeper than any 
of the wells yet drilled in this territory. 

Three wells were drilled in the Yates 
Center field in 1903 by F. J. Harder. It 
is claimed that a light showing of oil was 
struck. The wells were capped and now 
J. C. Martin has leased the Harder land 
and will begin drilling within 90 days. 


The Hale interests of Yates Center, 
owners of the local gas franchise, have 
taken over the Keiser Oil & Gas Co. 
holdings and will begin drilling in a 
short time west of Yates Center. 

The sea level in the Yates Center terri- 
tory is about 1,050 teet. The trend of the 
oil field, both as to the geological report 
and present locating, is in Ranges 16 and 
17 north and south. 

The leases in the proven territory are 
valued at around $5 per acre, with very 
few selling at any price, as those who 
hold leases want them developed. 

Local capital is interested in a well to 
be drilled five miles east of here, in the 
southwest corner of thé southeast quarter 
of the southwest quarter of Section 14- 
26-16. The contract for drilling has been 
let and they will begin spudding within 
the next few days. The location is on the 
G. W. Morris farm and just north of the 
Buffalo gas territory, . Wells in that vicin- 
ity have én making from 25 to 200 bbls, 
and’ the &veragé Gepth f§ about 1,280 feet 
to the productive sand. 
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DRILLING IN ALLEN COUNTY. 


MORAN, Kan., May 18.—The average 
depth of the drilling in the Moran field 
is from 700 to 900 feet. The field west of 
here has wells within one mile of town. 
Locations are made within two miles on 
the east. The trend of the present opera- 
tions runs southwest to north and north- 
east. 

The Jones Oil Co., with headquarters at 
Chanute, have holdings in this county of 
1,340 acres, west of Elsmore, in Township 
26, Range 20. They have six producing 
wells on their tract and have a rig on 
the ground for location in the northeast 
corner of Section 16-26-20, on the Jones 
estate. The delay in securing casing 
makes all the new operations here very 
uncertain. 

M. B. Altenberg, of the Leonard Drill- 
ing Co., has made a location in the north- 
east corner of Section 19-26-10. The rig 
and casing are on the ground and they 
will begin spudding as soon as a ship- 
ment of coal arrives. 


James O’Neil Bruen, of Chanute, has 
individu holdings to the amount of 
about 2, a acres in Sections 2, 11 and 15, 
Township 26, Range 20, with about 12 
wells, from which he is pumping into the 
pipe line about 100 bbls. daily. 


One of the heavy operators in the 
Moran field is the Commonwealth Oil & 
Refining Co., successor to the Eastern 
Kansas Oil & Refining Co. The company 
has offices in Kansas City and Moran. 
The company’s refinery is located three 
miles east of Moran, in Section 33-24-21. 
They have 96 pumping wells, nine power 
plants and are selling gas to big pipe-line 
companies. The capacity of the refinery 
is 1,100 bbls. daily. In addition, they have 
21 gas wells, with an output of 20,000,000 
feet a month. These wells are to the 
south, the oil wells to the west and east. 
The gravity of the oil runs 29 to 30. All 
of the gas in this section is “dry” gas. 
The plant has a capacity of loading six 
cars per hour and the demand is such 
that the orders can not be filled fast 
enough. The car shortage is severe on 
the refiners as well as producers, who at 
present have no pipe line. This company 
shipped 31 cars of finished products in 
April, 13 cars so far in May. Twenty of 
the company’s wells have been pumped 
for 12 years. Seventy-six wells have been 
drilled in the past six years. Official fig- 
ures show that in 1916 there were 358 
wells in Allen County. Of this number 
13 were gassers, six were dry and 339 pro- 
duced oil. 

The Commonwealth people are strong 
believers in deep drilling in the Moran 
field. Not a single hole approaching any- 
thing that might be termed a deep test 
has been made since Moran territory has 
loomed up so strong in the oil game. This 
company expects to drill to at least 2,500 
feet in a short time on their leases here 
and believe in big oil. 


The Devonian Oil Co. has 24 producing 
wells in the Moran field. The exact quan- 
tity of their or any other company’s pro- 
duction can not be determined exactly, 
as with limited pipe-line facilities most 
of the oil goes with tank cars, which 
vary in capacity. 

The Kramer well on the J. M. Brown 
farm, in Section 6-25-9, came in last Fri- 
day at what is reported to be around 15 
bbls. an hour. This is the seventh pro- 
ducer on this 80-acre farm. The Kramer 
company, of Moran, now has 10 producing 
wells. 

Operations throughout this section are 
being held back by the difficulty in secur- 
ing well supplies, rigs and drillers. 

REL 


Healdton Field 


HEALDTON, Okla., May 21.——Heald- 
ton operators will be well represented at 
Oklahoma City on May 26 when there 
promises to be a rule made governing the 
production of oil in the State. This field 
has moved along rather smoothly and the 
operators have been fairly treated since 
the hand of the State was taken from the 
field some two years ago, but now new 
manacles are being forged and are to be 
placed upon the hands of producers by 
the new oil department created by the 
last legislative assembly. The rules as 
outlined are rather strict upon both pipe 
lines and operators and for the most part 
they will be resisted by operators in the 
local field. One of the stubborn fights 
will be made against the rule requiring 
permission to shoot wells. Those best 
acquainted with the field express the 
opinion that shooting brings up the pro- 
duc and «producers will 
seeing their daily oil runs lesse 
by a ruling of the Oil department. 











Since the disastrous explosion in Ard- 
more, September 27 1915 and the fright- 
ful fire which visited Gainesville a few 
days ago, objections are being made 
against shipments of casinghead gasoline 
out of the field. The two disasters men- 
tioned were caused by casinghead gaso- 
line and the only egress from the field is 
through Ardmore and that city will make 
every effort to prevent these shipments 
being made unless the gasoline is first 
blended in the field with lower grade 
products to lessen the specific gravity 
and convert it into a commercial com- 
modity. 


In the Healdton district wet: is pro- 
gressing well but the past week has been 
without any features except the finding 
of a sand in No. 2 on the Westheimer & 
Daube farm on the north line of the 
northeast quarter of Section 25-4-3 by the 
Dundee Petroleum Co. No. 1 reached a 
good sand at 1,200 feet. No. 2, one lo 
cation east had a very light sand at this 
level but from 1,270 to 1,280 it had a proli- 
fic sand that made an initial production 
of 50 barrels. McKes Oil Co., (Alva Mc- 
Donalad and others) is drilling at 450 feet 
a short distance southwest of this well 
and the Ruby Petroleum Co. is at a 
depth of 1,000 feet two locations west of 
the center of the same section. 

Pierce Pipe Line Co. is making fair 
progress on the construction of its line 
from Fort Worth to Healdton and the 
Sinclair Gulf Oil Co. is making pur 
chases of. right-of-way for its line from 
the field to Houston, Texas. In the Gulf 
Co. is active in its pipe line work, it is 
not known. It will probably wait for de- 
velopments at Fox,—a _ short distance 
north of Healdton where it has large 
holdings. This area is not very satis- 
factory at the present time. 


Lone Star Gas Co. is purchasing right- 
of-way for its gas line from Loco to 
Gainesville. This is to be a 16-inch line 
and will put Oklahoma gas into the lines 
that feed Gainesville, Fort Worth, Sher- 
man, Denton and McKinney. 

Definite information cannot be _ ob- 
tained but it is stated that casinghead 
gas in the field is testing out about two 
gallons to the thousand feet. This is 
said to be a production that pays well 
to operate casinghead plants and the 
prospects are that there will be several 
other plants built here within a _ short 
time. 

When P. C. Dings and B. A. Simpson 
sold their stock in the Gates Oil Co., to 
the Indiahoma Refining Co., it is stated 
that all the stockholders except Jake L. 
Hamon also sold their stock to the same 
Company. Mr. Hamon declines to make 
any statement for publication, but the 
indications are that he will take his 
Gates stock as stock in the Indiahoma 
Co. The stock he held represents a cash 
value of something like $400,000. If this 
is true and in all probability it is, it 
means that Mr. Hamon will devote some 
of his energies to the refining end of the 
business. He entered the oil business 
after Healdton was discovered and so 
successfully has he played the game that 
none of the local producers has quite 
reached his record. He is playing the 
game like a veteran, he buys production 
but never sells and the indications are 
that this area will give to the business, 
a man who will permanently remain in 
the oil business and one that will play 
at all the ends of the game in Mr. Hamon. 

Drilling Report at Fox. 


Prairie in Section 8-2-3 drilling at 2,110. 
Last water sand found at 2,070 which was 


‘the lightest water sand the drill has en- 


countered. 


Gypsy in Section 13-2-4 waiting for 
tools to develop the 1,076 sand. 

Summit Oil Co. in 17-2-3 drilling at 500 
feet. 

McMan-Savoy Oil Co., in Section 20-2-3 
drilling at 2,080. Gas sand found from 
2,029 to 2,035. 

Plains Oil & Gas Co., in Section 28-2-3 
on the Bentley, trying to fish out two 
joints of 6-inch casing. Depth 2,370. 

Plains Oil & Gas Co., in Section 20-2-3 
on the McCown fishing at 380. 

Carter Oil Co., on the Tucker farm in 
Section 29-2-3 has started drilling. 

Lewcinda Oil Co., on -the Dougherty, 
Section 29-2-3 pulling the pipe to skid 
the rig at 1,150. 


Gypsy Oil Co., No. 1 Mattie Morris, 
drilled through the heavy gas sand. It 
had a thickness of 220 feet, a production 
of 46,000,000 feet and a rock pressure of 
820 pounds. Well was opened to see if 
oil showing was had beneath the sand. 
No oil could be discerned. Well is being 
mudded. ,Casing will, be, run and deeper 
drilling done. 

Gypsy Oil Co,, No. 2 Morris, one loca- 
tion w of big gasser, went/itito. a. 
gas sand at 1, feet. It made about 





5,000,000 feet and was mudded in and the 
drill is still in the gas sand. 

Gypsy Oil Co., No. -1 Feagin, Seetion 
32-2-8, has reamer lugs in the hole at 
2,310. Gypsy Oil Co., on the Pierce in 
Section 33-2-3 is fishing at 1,580 feet. 
Gypsy Oil Co., on the Martin farm in 
Section 31-2-3 is fishing at 380 feet. Same 
Company on ‘the Williams farm in Section 
29 is shut down at 900.feet. 

Sinclair Oil Go. is testing the virtues 
of the rotary on the property in Section 
29-2-8 purchased from the Astral Oil Co. 
The first well has been started but so far 
has made no progress. 

The George W. Chaffee well on fee 
lands in Section 2-3-3, is shut down wait- 
ing for cordage. Kirk Oil & Gas Co. on 
the J. F. Bennett farm, in the northeast 
quarter of Section 31-2-2, has begun drill- 
ing. Uncle Sam Oil Co., in Section 1-3-4, 
on the Andrea farm, is drilling at 1,350 
feet. 

“2 Wildcat Operations. 


Following is a report on wildcats in 
other portions of the Healdton district: 

Toltec in Section 9-4-1 is moving in 
tools on‘the Loughridge farm. - Robert 
Watchorn, in Section 20-4-3, is drilling at 
1,560 feet. Mid-West, in Section 36-5-3, 
is drilling at about 1,100 feet. Buford- 
Brimm, in Section 26-5-2 is shut down 
at 2,000 feet, but will be drilled 500 feet 
deeper. Walter Critchlow, in Section 8- 
5-2, has not started drilling. Canot find a 
contractor to take the job at $4 a foot, 
which he offers. C. J. Wrightsman in 
Section 2-4-7 is drilling in red beds at 
about 900 feet. C. J. Wrightsman in Sec- 
tion 3-4-2 is shut down at 1,040 feet for 
underreamer. Woodport, on Dr. Dow 
Taylor farm, Section 17-3-1, shut down 
for pipe at 1,510 feet. The Ozark Oil Co. 
in Section 20-4-1, on the Troop farm, has 
started drilling. 

In the Killgore Field 

The Santa Fe Railway in Section 2-2-5, 
is drilling in red beds at 1,750 feet. The 
well has a 5 3-16-inch hole and when it 
has been drilled as deep as this hole will 
carry it, a rotary will be installed and 
a deep test made. 

Boston Oil & Gas Co., 2,640 feet west of 
the Santa Fe well, on the Simms farm in 
the northeast corner of Section 3-2-5, has 
spudded. This is a responsible company, 
with a good outfit. A 15-inch hole has 
been started and the test promises to be 
of much value to that area. 

Cottingham & Smith, in Section 11-2-5, 
drilled a water well to a depth of 596 feet 
but found no water. The well had four 
oil and three gas showings; is now bailing 
3 to 4 bbls. of oil a day. It has been 
abandoned as a water well and the owners 
are moving off to the north to drill for 
water. 





ANOTHER GASSER AT FOX. 


HEALDTON, Okla., May 22.—Gypsy 
Oil Co. No. 1 Willie Pierce, in the north- 
west corner of the northeast quarter of 
Section 33-2-3, went into the gas sand 
last night at 1,668 feet. With the sand 
only touched, the production was esti- 
mated at 1,000,000 feet. This well is due 
southeast of the Gypsy-Sinclair oil wel! 
and of the Gypsy’s two gas wells in the 
Fox area and shows a lead toward the 
Chaffee well in Section 2-3-3. 

J.F.E 


Ohio Oil Co. Purchases 
Kentucky Production 


WINCHESTER, Ky., May 21.—The Wir- 
chester Sun says: The Ohio Oil Co. ha; 
purchased the holdings of the Wood Oi! 
Co. in Kentucky at a price said to have 
been approximately $10,000,000. 

The Wood Oil Co. is one of the larg- 
est producers in Kentucky. Its holdings 
in Estill County consist of the Danie! 
Sparks, Houston Tipton, Bud Brinegar, 
Betts Brown, Paul and Floyd Rogers, Ma'- 
garet Puckett,and J. M. Garrett farms 
and the McCoy block of about 700 acres 
about one and one-half miles east of the 
furnace. The company has a production 
of about 10,000 bbls., with much proven 
territory. 

The Ohio Oil Co. have had its agents, 
Messrs. Page, Kerr and Warren, of Illi- 
nois, in the Kentucky fields for about 60 
days. 

In addition to the holdings of the Wood 
Oil Co. in Estill, they also have extensive 
holdings in Wayne County, which were 
included in the deal. The Wood Oil Co. 
came to Wayne County a number of 
z s ago from Pennsylvania and without 
hasbeen the moat successful of 

rs in the Wayne fields},and 
an be said of a a 
; Batill fields. 
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stallation was erected—important because it is another 
complete tankage installation designed, fabricated and 
erected by ‘‘P. I. W.’’ 


Besides the two 55,000 barrel Standard ‘‘P. I. W.”’ 


Down in the West Indies—at St. Thomas in the Virgin 
Islands—one of that group of ‘‘Leeward Islands’ re- 
cently acquired by the United States from the Danish 
Government—where precipitous mountain peaks rise 


grim and naked high above the Caribbean Sea—where 
many a pirate chief sought refuge or rendezvous and 
where ‘“‘Bluebeard’’ had his castle and his wives-- 
there—at St: Thomas on an island of the same name 
is an important ‘“‘P. I. W.”’ tankage installation. 


Important because of its central location and the ease 
of access for bunkering purposes for the big ocean go- 
ing ships of The West Indian Refining Company, Ltd., 
of Copenhagen, Denmark, for whom this tankage in- 


Fuel Oil Storage Tanks shown in the above illustration 
there is a complete equipment of pumping machinery, 
pump house and an extensive piping system for loading 
and unloading purposes in which over 6,000 feet of 
8-in. and 10-in. pipe together with valves and fittings 
were used. 


Behind every ‘‘P. I. W.’’ installation is the experience 
of an organization which has specialized for over twenty- 
five years in building big tankage and steel plate con- 
struction for the Petroleum and allied Industries. 


Bs’ I. W.’’ Service is World-Wide. 


THE PETROLEUM IRON WORKS COMPANY 


SHARON, PA. 
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Gulf Coast Oil Operations 


By P. L. 
FORTY WELLS COMPLETED. 


HOUSTON, Tex., May 21.—Events in 
the Gulf Coast region were lacking -in 
interest in contrast to the previous week, 
when the big well of the Texas Explora- 
tion Co. was brought in at Damon Mound, 
Brazoria County, and of the week previ- 
ous, when gushers in the Goose Creek 
and Vinton pools added zest to the news 
of the pools. The daily average output 
shows a decline each week, despite the 
work that is being done in the Goose 
Creek and other pools of the Coastal coun- 
try. The searcity of pipe is a factor that 
is daily Becoming more aggravating and 
it is predicted that unless relief of some 
kind is secured many leases will expire 
during the months of June and July be- 
cause of the inability of operators to 
comply with the drilling requirements. 
The larger companies are conserving their 
pipe by withdrawing from extensive wild- 
eat work at this time, so that their stock 
of pipe will be available for necessary 
work in the proven areas to drill offsets 
and fulfill lease obligations. 

A total of 40 holes were completed in 
the Gulf Coast pools during the week, the 
initial production ranging around 3,000 
bbls., of which the Goose Creek pool fur- 
nished 1,800 bbls. of the entire amount. 
The Gulf Production Co. got the best com- 
pletion of the week in that pool in Tabb 
Fee No. 8, which came in around 2,600 
feet, flowing 500 bbls. per day. The same 
company’s No. 8 Tabb is a 150-bbl. pumper 
at the same depth. No. 5 Tabb fee is a 
water well, as is No. 2 Galliard fee, which 
was tested at 2,540 feet and is being deep- 
ened. No. 1 Trader, drilled deeper to 
3,100 feet, also showed salt water and was 
abandoned. The Gulf Co.’s No. 4 Busch, 
which came in a gasser late last month, 
is now on air and making about 200 bbls. 
of oil per day. No. 5 Busch bailed dry at 
2,700 feet. The company’s No. 4 Beau- 
mont Petroleum Co., a bay well, that 
came in two weeks ago flowing 3,000 bbls. 
from around 3,100 feet, has dropped to 
about half that amount and is making 
water. The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. 
drilled No. 1 Adey, an old hole, to 2,835 
feet, and it showed salt water when test- 
ed. The Simms-Sinclair interegts have 
a 100-bbl. pumper in No. 6 Sweet at 2,600 
feet, while No. 13 Galliard, that came in 
last week flowing 1,000 bbis., is now 
making 350 bbis. a day on the pump. The 
Humble Oil Co. is testing for a deep sand 
in No. 1 De Merritt, about two miles to 
the east. The company’s No. 3 Ashabel 
Smith, a 1,700-bbl. flowing well brought in 
last week, is holding around 1,400 bbls. a 
day now. The Republic Production Co. 
has abandoned No. 1 Jones at 3,000 feet 
and the Texas Petroleum Co. is pulling 
No. 1 Pelly, a test started early in the 
game there. The Onondago Petroleum 
Co.’s No. 3 Galliard showed salt water 
when tested at 2,460 feet and will prob- 
ably be abandoned. The Goose Creek 
Petroleum Co. has pulled No. 1 Galliard, 
a junked hole. The Gulf Production Co. 
has quit in No. 1 Moore-Stateland, a bay 
well, below 2,500 feet. Simms-Sinclair 
No. 11 Galliard shows salt water at 2,600 
feet, as does the Humble Oil Co.’s No. 2 
Dannbaum, and the Producers Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Jones at 3,100 feet. This hole 
showed some gas at 3,000 feet. 

In the Humble pool, the Callahan Oil 
Co. has a 15-bbl. pumper in the shallow 
pay in No. 5 Moonshine Hill. The Mid- 
coast Oil Co.’s No. 2 Hermann will make 
a 50-bbl. pumper at 1,150 feet, and the 
Security Oil Co.’s No. 3 Cherry is good 
for 10 bbls. in the shallow sand. The 
Gulf-Blaffer & Farish No. 25 Paraffine is 
a 50-bbl. producer. The Grant Oil Co. 
abandoned No. 1 Williams at 2,360 feet, 





McGREAL 


and the International Oil Co. has pulled 
No. 2 Bender. The Jack Rose Oil Co.’s 
No. 4 Landslide is a failure at 1,200 feet, 
as was Cleveland et al.’s No. 1 Bchols at 
1,185 feet. The Invincible Oil Co. quit 
No. 55 fee in salt water at 2,900 feet, and 
the Producers Oil Co. has pulled No. 4 
Burt 50 acres, an old hole, at 3,600 feet. 

In the Sour Lake pool, the Gulf Pro- 
duction Co.’s No. 9 Jackson is good for 
100 bbls. at 1,800 feet and No. 22 Hardin 
is pumping 200 bbls. from 2,300 feet. The 
Gulf-Humble No. 35 Hardin is flowing 500 
bbls., completed at 2,200 feet. Houston 
Texas Petroleum Co. is preparing to aban- 
don No. 1 Simmons and the Producers Oil 
Co.’s No. 291 fee is a 50-bbl. well on the 
beam around 2,600 feet. 

In the Saratoga pool, the Sun Co. has 
a 35-bbl. well in No. 125 Brittian, finished 
at 1,335 feet. The Producers Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Vanderwort, an old hole worked 
over, that came in last week flowing about 
700 bbls. of oil, is now on the beam and 
pumping about 50 bbls. per day. 

In the Batson pool, the Phoenix Oil 
Co.’s No. 4 Milhome made salt water from 
2,215 feet when put on a standard rig and 
has been abandoned. The Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. has also pulled No. 3 Tucker at 
1,600 feet. In the Jennings pool, the 
Crowley Oil & Mineral Co. has aban- 
doned No. 2 Heywood at 1,900 feet. In 
the Edgerly pool the Gulf Refining Co. 
has a 40-bbl. well in No. 3 Paraffine-Moore 
around 3,000 feet. The Travelers Oil Co.’s 
No. 3 Muller is a dry hole at about the 
same depth. 

No Wildcat Operations. 

No completions were registered among 
the wildcats. The Texas Exploration 
Co.’s No. 3 Bryan at Mamon Mound is 
still putting out about 3,000 bbls. per day. 
Additional earthen storage is being built, 
the first 50,000-bbl. reservoir being fielled. 
The company is testing No. 4 Wisdom at 
about 1,200 feet. Perforated pipe was 
used, but this is being pulled and a 
strainer will be set. Preparations are 
being made to bail the Anderson et al. 
test on the Hilleyer across the road from 
the big well, below 1,100 feet. The Texas 
Exploration Company has sent three ad- 
ditional rotaries to Damon mound and it 
is said the Tarver Oil Company is going 
in for a test there. The Producers Oil 
Company ts drilling No. 1 Munson at the 
mound at 2,200 feet and has started No. 2 
on the Kalivar tract, drilling now below 
500 feet. The location for the proposed 
test of the Tarver Oil Company is on the 
David Bryana tract, 3,00 feet from the 
flowing well anad it is said the company 
paid $10,000 bonus for five acres. Beaatty, 
West, et al, havae also secured some acre- 
age in that section aand will start a test 
as soon as a rig can be moved. It is 
probable that considerable litigation will 
follow active work in the vicinity of the 
mound on account of faulty titles. Years 
ago the Brazoria County court house was 
destroyed by fire and with the building 
went the records. These haev been part- 
ially substituted with deeds and deposi- 
tions, but the chance for suits is too 
great a temptation to the legal fraternity 
to permit operations to pass unhampered. 
It is said the Santa Fe is planning to 
build a branch road from Rosenburg to 
Freeport, a distance of about 50 miles and 
that the survey shows the proposed line 
will pass Damon mound. 

The daily average output of the Coastal 
pools is placed at 77,480 bbls. for the week 
against an estimate of 83,105 bbls. for last 
week, or a decline of 5,625 bbls. for the 
past seven days. The estimate for the 
pools for this week is as follows:  Bat- 
son, 2,000 bbls.; Dayton, 100 bbls.; Edg- 
erly, 3,900 bbls.; Goose Creek, 23,000 bbls.; 





Humble, 20,400 bbls.; Jennings, 1,280 bbls.; 





Markham, 450 bbis.; Spindletop, 900 bbls. ; 
Saratoga, 2,200 bbls.; Sour Lake, 12,670 
bbls.; Vinton, 7,300 bbls.; Piedras Pintas 
and the districts below San Antonio, 280 
bbls.; Damon mound, 3,000 bbls. 

Perhpas not one of the pools that have 
been opened in the Gulf Coast country 
contained the elements of chance that 
characterize the Goose Creek pool since 
the present era of activity started there 
last September, following the bringing in 
of a gusher well on the Galliard tract in 
an old hole that had been deepened. The 
development of that well started a rush 
into the pool, with consequent high prices 
for acreage in and around the center of 
the pool and the inauguration of a deeper 
drilling campaign. Practically all the pro- 
ducing wells in the opol have been brought 
in around 2,600 feet although consider- 
ably deeper tests have been drilled with- 
out results. For instance, the Magnolia 
Petroleum Co. went to 4,100 feet with 
well No. 2 on the Duke and quit at that 
depth barren of results. A number of 
tests outside of the center of the pool 
have gone as low as 3,200 feet without 
getting anything except salt water. A 
total of 60 wells were completed in the 
Goose Creek pool between April 15 and 
May 15 and still the estimated daily aver- 
age of the pool is declining, teh estimate 
of 30,000 bbls. for last week and of 34,600 
bbls. for the week ending May 5. The 
future of the pool is a good deal of a 
problem, but judging from the experience 
of the past seven months it would look 
as if the pool had reached the zenith of 
its glory and was now on the down grade. 
A large percentage of the producing wells 
are making water—perhaps not any more 
so than any of the other Coastal pools, 
but water nevertheless—which means ad- 
ditoonal expense in handling the produc- 
tion. Treating pits must be installed, 
extra steam provided for heating the oil, 
not to mention the losses by evaporation. 

The West Virginia Oil Co. is putting a 
treating plant on the Dolan lease west 
of Goose Creek and other operating com- 
panies are doing the same. - The Humble 
Oil Co. is erecting an up-to-date air com- 
pressor plant on the Galliard land which 
will cost in the neighborhood of $50,000 
when it is completed. The Texas Co. is 
laying an eight-inch line into the pool 
from its main line near Dayton, Liberty 
County, using a mechanical device to con- 
nect the joints. The machine will con- 
nect about five miles a day when oper- 
ated at full speed. ; 

More litigation is in sight over sub- 
merged land and the islands in the bay 
off the mainland. During the past week 
the land commisisoner decided that Hogg 
island belongs to the state and has recog- 
nized the file of Thomas Copping, of 
Houston. John Galliard a Goose Creek 
pioneer, has claimed the island, embrac- 
ing about 100 acres and last December 
refused an offer of $75,000 for it. He will 
contest the decision of the land commis- 
sioner in the courts. The probate court 
of Harris County has entered an order 
directing the guardian of Margaret Gil- 
lette, a 15 year old school girl to sell her 
one-sixth royalty interest in the Gillette 
one-acre tract in the pool for $25,000. 
The guardian has already received sev- 
eral thousand dollars royalty from two 
producing wells on the acreage. 

Drilling 116 Wells. 

At the close of the week 116 rigs are 
running in the Goose Creek pool with 42 
derricks up or being rigged to start. The 
Gulf Producing Co. is still fishing in No. 
2 Beaumont Petroleum Co., out in the 
bay and sidetracking No. 5 Beaumont 
around 2,310 feet. No. 6 Beaumont is 
drilling around 2,387 feet and No. 7 about 
1,980 feet. No. 6 on the Briggs is drilling 
below 2,597 feet and No. 7 is being rigged 
with derricks up for No’s 8 and 9. No. 
4 Stateland is below 1,000 feet. <A derrick 
is up for No. 4 Paddock. Strainer is being 
set in No. 7 Wright for a test in the 2,600 
feet pay and No. 10 Wright is drilling 
below 1,150 feet and No. 11 around 2,000 





feet. No. 10 Tabb is below 2,780 feet 
and No. 7 Tabb fee is drilling about 2,800 
feet, while No. 10 Tabb fee is ‘about the 
same depth: The company is drilling No. 
2 Traders around 2,300 feet and No. 5 
Ashabel Smith at 1,970 feet. No. 6 on 
the Ashabel Smith is drilling below 1,200 
feet, with derricks up for No’s 7 and 8 
gn this acreage. No, 2 on the Matthews 
is drilling at 2,542 feet. No. 8 Preather 
is around 2,400 feet and No. 9 is drilling 
about 980 feet. The Gulf Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Galliard fee at 1,532 feet and setting 
strainer preparatory to a test in No. 2 
Galliard fee in the 2,600 feet sands. This 
well is offsetting the West Virginia Oi! 
co’s. No. 2 Dolan. No. 4 Galliard fee is 
drilling around 1,087 feet and No. 5 fee 
about 1,690 feet. No. 2 Great Southern is 
below 1,800 feet and No. 1 Houston Smith 
is below 1,100 feet. Derricks are up for 
Nos. 2 and 3 Houston Smith and No. 3 
Galliard fee. 

The Humble Oil Co. is setting strainer 
in No. 11 Gilliard at 2,600 feet. This hole 
blew out two weeks ago. No. 13 Galliard 
is drilling around 1,600 feet with derricks 
up for Nos. 14 and 15. On the Ashabel 
Smith the Humble Oil Co. is drilling No. 
4 below 2,500 feet and No. 5 around 1,010 
feet. No. 5 Tabb is below 2,000 feet. The 
Company is preparing to test No. 1 De 
Merritt at 3,100 feet and has pulled back 
in No. 2 Dannebaum, taken over from 
Blaffer & Farish for a test at 2,600 feet. 


The Simms-Sinclair interests have set 
screen in No. 11 Minnie Galliard at 2,600 
feet and is drilling No. 12 Galliard around 
2,600feet and No. 14 below 2,500 feet, while 
No. 15 is around 2,000 feet. <A strainer 
has been set in No. 8 Sweet at 2,600 feet. 
No. 9 Sweet is drilling at 1,818 feet and 
No. 10 is being rigged up. No. 1 Ash- 
abel Smith is drilling around 3,500 feet 
and No. 4 about 2,540 feet. No. 5 is be- 
low 2,120 feet. These interests are get- 
ting ready to drill Nos. 6, 7 and 8 on this 
acreage and have set eight-inch in No. 1 
on the Spellman’s island out in the bay. 


The Producers Oil Co. is drilling No. 4 
Isenhour at 2,267 feet and No. 5 on this 
lease at 2,070 feet, while rigging for No. 
6 Isenhour and derricks up for Nos. 7 and 
8. The company has lost the hole in No. 
1 Bailey on submerged land and started 
No. 2, drilling below 600 feet. Strainer 
is being set in No. 1 Jones for a test at 
3,100 feet. .The Sun Co. is drilling No. 4 
Ashabel Smith at -,537 feet. The West 
Virginia Oil Co. is below 2,540 feet with 
No. 3 Dolan and drilling No...1 Wicks 
around .2,300 feet. The Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co. is deepening No. 2.Adey and 
drilling No. 3 Adey around 2,800 feet, 
while No. 4 on this acreage is below 2,400 
feet. 

The Texas Petroleum Co., has aban- 
doned No. 1 Pelly around 3,000 feet and 
started No. 2 Pelly, drilling below 350 feet. 
No. 2 on the Jones is below 2,500 feet 
and No. 1 Peninsula is a fishing job about 
2,490 feet. The company is rigging up 
for No. 2 Peninsula. Staiti’et al are side- 
tracking in No. 2 Duke around 2,000 feet, 
while the Onondago Petroleum Corpora- 
tion is drilling No. 2 Wright about 1,800 
feet, with a derrick up for No. 3 Galliard. 
Kavanaugh et al, No. 1 Schilling is shut 
down. The Graceland Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Pelly at 2,820 feet and the South- 
western Oil & Gas Co. is below 1,500 feet 
with No. 1 Hunter. Two and one-half 
miles southeast of production the Hoskins 
Oil Co. is driling No. 2 Hoskins about 
860 feet. The Hancock Oil Co. has re- 
sumed work in No. 1 Pruitt, drilling 
around 3,100.. The Midfield Oil Co. is 
building standard rigs over both Nos. 2 
and 3 Scott and drilling No. 1 Adey below 
1,050 feet. The Dayton Petroleum Co. 
is shut down in No. 1 Mann around 660 
feet waiting on pipe and the San Saha 
Oil Co’s. No. 1 McKinnon is also shut 
down at 1,100 feet. The Mary Lou Oil 
Co. has started drilling No. 1 Mann. The 
Imperial Oil Co. is below 650 feet with 
No. 1 Black Duck bay with a rig in for 
No. 1 Isenhour. The Associated Oi) Co. 
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is drilling No. 1 Adey below 2,400 feet. 
The location is 500 feet from the West 
Virginia Oil Co’s. No. 2 Dolan, the best 
well as yet developed in the pool. The 
Coastal Oil Co. is drilling No. 1 Adey 
around 1,000 feet and the Leguna Oil Co. 
is below 1,100 feet with No. 1 Goose 
Creek lake. The Goose Creek Petroleum 
Co. is drilling No. 3 Galliard and building 
a standard rig over No. 2 Galliard to put 
on the beam. Pierce et al. have a derrick 
for No. 1 Ellsworth in the bay. 


Humble and Sour Lake. 


Operations in the Humble pool are 
lagging due largely to the scarcity of 
material, especially pipe. The Producers 
Oil Co. is drilling No. 13 Koehler at 2,697 
feet and No. 10 B. Burt 50 acres around 
2,710 feet. No. 143 Hermann is drilling 
at 635 feet and No. 185.Mason below 736 
feet. The company is milling through 
the strainer in No. 184 Landslide, which 
flowed last week and then sanded up. 
Derricks are up for Nos. 217 and 219 
Landslide, while No. 7 House is still shut 
down. The Invincible Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 56 fee around 1,910 feet and the Sun 
Company is drilling No. 21 River at 2,107 
feet, while the No. 20 River is still shut 
down waiting for cement to set at 2,982 
feet. The Huffstuttler Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 23 Hermann at 456 feet and the 
Southern Petroleum Co. is putting No. 22 
Landslide on the beam, with strainer set 
around 1,550 feet. The Delta Oil Co. 
tested No. 1 Bender at 2,300 feet and is 
now drilling ahead at 2,400 feet and the 
Tri State Oil Co. is below 1,160 feet with 
No. 2 Slaughter. The Atlantic & Gulf 
Petroleum Co. is below 1,100 feet and 
drilling ahead with No. 4 on the Bodman, 
west of the pool, while the Satsuma Oil 
Co. No. 1 Fait, also west of the pool, is 
drilling around 1,300 feet. North of the 
river the Onolaska Oil Co., No. 5 House 
is shut down at 3,186 feet and the Mc- 
Reynolds Petroleum Co. is drilling No. 1 
Ashbury around 3,200 feet. South of the 
pool the Gas Lake Oil Co. is drilling No. 
1 Victor Blanco league at 2,300 feet and 
east of the pool the Peoples Oil & Gas 
Co., No. 1 Grisby is shut down at 2,600 
feet. In the pool proper the Humble- 
Cypress Oil Co. is drilling No. 7 Cherry 
with a derrick up for No. 8. The National 
Oil & Refining Co. has pulled No. 4 Wim- 
berly and is working over No. 5, an old 
hole. The Company has a derrick up for 
No. 8. The Brazoria Oil & Gas Co. has a 
derrick up for No. 4 Hirsch and the 
Capitol Oil & Gas Co. is drilling No. 9 
Bering at 780 feet. McDonald and Bow- 
ers have temporarily abandoned an old 
hole they were working over north of the 
Texas Co’s. pumping station and moved 
the rig over one location to start a new 
hole. The Midcoast Oil Co. is below 1,100 
feet in No. 2 Hermann and the Gulf Coast 
Oil Co. has a derrick up for No. 2 Hirsch. 
Southwest of the pool Rucker et al are 
drilling No. 2 Singleton ranch at 1,800 
feet, while the Gulf State Oil Co. has 
made a location for No. 4 Marshall, east 
of the Stevenson. The company aban- 
doned No. 2 around 3,440 feet and No. 3 
about 4,100 feet. 

L. A. Williford, an engineer of Beau- 
mont, has been appointed inspector by 
Judge A. E. McDowell, of the sixtieth dis- 
trict court, to bee that oil companies and 
individual operators in the Sour Lake, 
Saratoga and Batson pools control the 
salt water from the wells in those pools 
and prevent it emptying into Pine Island 
bayou. The appointment was made at 
the request of rice planters and irrigat- 
ing companies, who have applied for an 
injunction against the oil men, which 
will come up for final hearing on June 4 
next. The engineer will serve until the 
court disposes of the injunction. Sixty 
companies and individuals have been 
made parties to the injunction suit. As 
in all other coastal pools operators in 
the Sour Lake pool are feeling the effects 
of the pipe shortage and no new work 
is starting here. The Producers Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 292 fee at 2,940 feet and No. 
293 fee around 2,200 feet. No. 1 A. Merch- 
ant is below 3,580 feet, after having been 
shut down at 3,385 feet for some time. 
The Company is drilling No. 2 Ashe at 
2,080 feet. The Gulf Production Co. is 
drilling No. 34 Hardin-Tarver at 2,190 
feet and No. 36 around 2,100 feet. The 
Gulf-Humble, No. 24 Hardin joint well is 
drilling at 2,247 feet and No. 25 Hardin 
is around 2,635 feet. Simms-Sinclair No. 
2 Moreland is still fishing for pipe stuck 
in the hole at 2,260 feet. Bradley et al 
are drilling No. 2 Meagher at 2,540 feet, 
after sidetracking. The Lake Oil Co. is 
below 1,840 feet with No. 18 Bashara and 
drilling No. 16 Herbert below 1,600 feet. 
The Lake Graham Oil Co. has set strainer 
in No. 13 Bashara at 2,048 feet and is 
drilling No. 15 Bashara at 900 feet. Pace 
et al are around 3,100 feet in No. 3 Hud- 
son-White and the Yount-Lee Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 2 Gilbert at 1,760 feet. Holt 





et al are below 2,400 feet with No. 2 
Franco-American and the Thies Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 7 Hart at 1,800 feet, while 
the Creek Oil Co. is around 2,000 feet 
with No. 2 Jackson and drilling ahead. 
The Peveto Oil Co. has set screen in No. 
1 Wyatt at 860 feet for a test in the shal- 
low sand. MHouston’s Texas Petroleum 
Co., No. 1 Simmonds, is shut down around 
3,150 feet. 

The Producers Oil Co., No. 1 Vande- 
wort, an old hole in the Saratoga pool, 
which was worked over and came in mak- 
ing 2,500 bbls. of fluid and 700 bbls. of oil 
early in the week, has dropped off and 
at the close of the week the well was 
pumping about 50 bbls. per day. The Rio 
Bravo Oil Co. is drilling No. 269 BBBC 
at 1,847 feet and the Sun Co., No. 126 
Brittian at 800 feet. Goodsbie et al, are 
below 1,200 feet in No. 1 Petty. 

In the Batson pool the Ada Belle Oil 
Co. is drilling No. 5 Milhome at 2,300 feet 
and will probably go to 2,500 feet. The 
McClain Oil Co. is setting strainer in No. 
2 Choate at 845 feet, while the Paraffine 
Oil Co. tested its No. 9 Prairie, a deep 
hole and got salt water. The Sun Co. is 
drilling No. 59 Milhome below 1,650 feet. 


South Louisiana. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Co’s. No. 7 Vincent, 
in the Vinton pool, which came in flow- 
ing 7,000 bbls. per day April 30, last and 
has been holding up around that figure, 
is commencing to show sediment, testing 
about 10 per cent toward the end of the 
week. It is the best well brought in for 
several years in that pool, getting the 
pay about 2,740 feet. A peculiar feature 
of the well is that the oil is paraffin 
base, measuring 25 gravity, Baume. It 
is on the east side of the pool. Avery 
et al, are starting on 30 acres about 1,000 
feet from the well and Tarver et al are 
perforating pipe at 2,740 in an old hole 
to make a test at the same depth as the 
Gulf Coast Oil Co. got the pay. As illus- 
trating the freak formations encountered 
in some parts of the Coastal region, it 
will be recalled that a few years ago the 
Star Oil Co. brought in a 15,000 bbl. well 
in the Vinton pool. The Gulf Refining Co. 
started an offset on another piece of 
acreage about 50 feet over the line from 
the gusher well. The Gulf Co., drilled to 
the same depth at which the Star Oil Co. 
got its pay and set the same sized 
strainer. The hole bailed dry. It was 
deepened 100 feet and another test made 
developing a well as large as that of the 
Star Oil Co., thus showing the sand fell 
away 100 feet within a surface distance 
of 50 feet. The well of the Star Oil Co. 
fell away immediately, giving color to the 
theory that the sands were the same. 
Both wells blew gas for 49 hours before 
making any oil. The Gulf Refining Co. 
is drilling No. 15 Star at 2,700 feet and 
is rigging to start No. 16 Star and No. 2 
Perry. No. 25 Vincent is drilling below 
2,310 feet. Hoffman et al have a derrick 
in for No. 1 Vincent. Avery et al are 
drilling No. 2 Lezzero, taken over from 
the De Ridder Oil & Mineral Co,, at 2,500 
feet and the Gum Cove Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Lucky Four lease at 2,560 feet. 
Wilson and Tucker are around 2,700 feet 
with No. 3 Lyons. L. Siess, trustee, No. 
1 Vincent, is shut down at 3,250 feet. 

In the Edgerly pool the Lyons Gulf 
Coast Development Co., has set six-inch 
in No. 1 Fairchild at 3,150 feet and the 
Chastain Oil Co. is setting strainer in 
No. 1 Burton for a test at 3,150 feet. 
The Travelers Oil Co. has a dry hole in 
No. 3 Muller. The Gulf Refining Co. is 
working over old holes on the Higgins 
and Landry leases. 


Wildcat Drilling. 

The Producers Oil Co., has made loca- 
tions for Nos. 6 and 7 at Hoskins mound, 
Brazoria County, having recently aban- 
doned Nos. 3 and 6 there. It is reported 
the Roxana Petroleum Co’s. geologists 
look with favor on the section around 
the mound and the company will start a 
test within the next 60 days. Wallace, 
Gibson and Zahniser are drilling No. 2 at 
Rattlesnake mound at 1,200 feet, the cas- 
ing in No. 1 having collapsed at 2,200 
feet. The Palmetto Oil Co. is starting on 
Bastrop bayou. The Sheldon Develop- 
ment Co. is drilling at 1,460 feet south 
of Sheldon, not far from the old pump 
station of the-~Gulf Pipe Line Co. Mc- 
Lean et al have a derrick up for a second 
test at High Island, Galveston County, 
quitting No. 1 around 3,100 feet. Cod- 
man et al are rigging up 12 miles south- 
east of the Spindletop pool in Jefferson 
County. The Gulf Production Co. is drill- 
ing No. 3 on the Warren ranch, near 
Hockley, Harris County, at 585 feet and 
the Kan-Tex Oil Co. is rigging for a deep 
test south of the Warren land. The Rich 
Hill Oil Co., has a derrick up east of the 
holdings of the Kan-Tex Oil Co. C. R. 
Rucker has started drilling at Cypress. 
Craver et al, of Tulsa, have started a 
test on 1,650 acres near Splendora, Mont- 





gomery County, about 36 miles north of 
Houston. The Hoyt-Davis Oil Co. is going 
in with six-inch over the four at Hill- 
brenner, 11 miles northwest from Hous- 
ton. The Empire Gas & Fuel Co., has a 
half interest in the Hoyt-Davis acreage. 
The Empire Co. cleared the hole three 
miles south of Dayton, Liberty County, 
drilled it deeper and then bailed. It was 
dry. The Company has the material on 
the ground for another test to the east. 
The Midcoast Oil Co. is drilling south of 
Dayton at 760 feet. The Grubstake In- 
vestment Co., of Dallas, is drilling in the 
northeastern corner of McMullen County 
at 600 feet. The location is near the old 
King-Crowther development of about 10 
years ago. The Miller Oil Co. is drilling 
at 2,056 feet on the McCormick survey, 
near the San Jacinto battlefield. The 
Producers Oil Co. is below 2,450 feet with 
No. 2 Smith at West Columbia and around 
2,400 feet in No. 5 Kiser there. In the 
Corpus Christi district the Gulf Produc- 
tion Co. is drilling No. 5 at White Point 
at 2,615 feet and the Ramsey Oil & Gas 
Co. is drilling No. 5 at White Point at 
2,615 feet and the Ramsey Oil & Gas Co. 
is below 3,485 feet at Ramsey, while the 
Southern Gas Co. is drilling No. 1 Seider- 
mann, six miles west of Portland, at 1,820 
feet. The Lamar Petroelum Co. is drill- 
ing a test 20 miles northwest from Paris, 
Texas, at 560 feet. O’Bryene et al are 
below 1,800 feet at Bessie Heights, 
Orange County and the Beck Petroleum 
Co. is estting strainer for a test at 3,050 
feet on the Kishi rice land at Terry. The 
Bland Oil Co. is drilling at 1,000 feet, but 
300 feet from the Rio Bravo Oil Co’s. only 
producing well in the pool. The Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is taking up acreage north 
of Big Hill, Matagorda County, where it 





drilled two holes last year to 2,500 feet 
and quit. Mitchell et al are getting 
ready for a test near Francitas, Jackson 
County. The Arcola Production Co. is 
drilling at 1,400 feet on the House 8,000 
acres in Fort Bend County. 

Over in Louisiana in Iberia Parish, 
where one small producer was brought 
in about 60 days ago, a total of nine rigs 
are now running, the Gulf Production Co. 
having the deepest hole in No. 1 Bernard, 
drilling below 2,900 feet. The originai 
well ‘is not producing now. Managan Oil 
Co., had a blow-out in the test drilling 
on Boullion bayou, St. Martin’s Parish, 
at 1,750 feet. It blew gas with a trace of 
oil for five hours and then subsided. It 
is being deepened. Ayres Bros., are drill- 
ing at 2,900 feet in the old Anse La Bute 
pool and Foreman et al are below 1,600 
feet on the Martin land there. The Fed- 
eral Production Co., (Cullinan interests in 
Louisiana) have abandoned the deep test 
south of the pool at 3,500 feet and is 
rigging for a test on the north side of 
the pool. The Continental Oil Industries 
is drilling at 3,100 feet at Johnson bayou, 
Cameron Parish and Anguish et al are 
sidetracking near Newton, three miles 
north of Lake Charles, La. 

Personals. 

J. M. Abbott, of Seguin, Texas, the in- 
dependent buyer and marketer who has 
been under the weather for’ several 
months at his home, is now in Houston 
getting back into the harness. His 
health is much improved. 

W. D. Phillips, former state geologist, 
is now located in Houston. 

D. J. Moran has returned from Tam- 
pico, where he is engaged in supervising 
the erection of a refinery for The Texas 
Co. 








East ‘Texas and Louisiana 


By M. L. 


SEVEN IN CADDO FIELD. 

SHREVEPORT, La., May 21. — More 
than the usual number of wells were com- 
pleted in the North Louisiana field dur- 
ing the past week, and while none of 
them were of a sensational nature, their 
aggregate results made a very crditable 
showing. The daily average production 
of the field was 25,680 bbls., a decrease of 
290 bbls. daily, and of this amount 9,105 
bbls. were produced in Red River and 
De Soto and 16,575 bbls. in Caddo and 
Northeastern Texas. 

Seven producing wells were completed 
in the old Caddo field during the week, 
all pumpers, and having an aggregate 
initial production of 250 bbls. The Caddo 
Oil & Refining Co. completed two wells 
on the Brown lease, in Section 27-20-16, 
south of Ferry Lake, No. 24 making 15 
bbls. and No. 25 60 bbls. The Gulf Re- 
fining Co. completed two wells on the 
Caddo Levee Board lease in Section 4-20- 
16, three miles west of Oil City, making 
30 bbls. each. The New Hoffman Oil Co. 
completed three wells—Nos. 3 and 4 Mc- 
Lendon, Section 18-21-15, in the Lewis dis- 
trict, making 25 and 15 bbls., and No. 3 
Sutherlin, Section 21-22-15, three miles 
east of Vivian, making 75 bbls. 

In the Mooringsport district, the Ama- 
teur Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing in No. 9 
Green, Section 27-20-16, and in the same 
section the Caddo Oil & Refining Co. has 
four wells drilling on the Brown lease 
and has locations made for five more. 
East of Mooringsport, W. G. Strange is 
bailing for a final test in No. 1 La Roba- 
diere, Section 30-20-15, and south of pres- 
ent Mooringsport production T. E. Cun- 
ningham is drilling at 2,225 feet in No. 1 
Mooring, Section 3-19-16, and White Bros. 
are drilling at 2,650 feet in No. 1 Cush- 
man, Section 32-19-16. 

In the Oil City district, the Caddo Oil 
Fields Co. is drilling at 1,350 feet in No. 6 
Atkins, Section 8-20-15; the Higgins Oil 
& Fuel Co. is pulling casing to drill deep- 
er in No. 5 Greer, Section 17-20-15; the 
Louisiana Oil Refining Co. is setting 4%- 
inch liner at 2,235 feet in No. 2 Fee, Sec- 
tion 8-20-15, and the Producers Oil Co. is 
drilling at 2,150 feet in No. 5 Lane Levee 
Board, Section 3-20-16. 

In the Lewis district, the Caddo Oil & 
Refining Co. has one well drilling on the 
Rogers lease and is rigging up to drill 
No. 38; the Elton Oil & Gas Co. has loca- 
tion made for No. 2 Hobbs, Section 21- 
21-15, three miles east.of Lewis; the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is drilling at 2,225 feet in 
School Fee 1, Section 16-21-15, just north 
of the Hobbs well, and has three wells 
drilling on the Brooks leasse, in Section 
23-21-16, just south of Lewis. — 

In the Vivian district, Clark & Greer 
are drilling at 150 feet in No. 6 Jolly, Sec- 
tion 22-22-15; the Co-operative Oil & De- 
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velopment Co. has set 6-inch casing in 
No. 5 Brown, Section 21-22-15, at 1,010 
feet; the National Oil & Gas Co. has com- 
pleted No. 2 Dickinson, Section 36-22-16, 
at 1,050 feet and is arranging to pump; 
the New Hoffman Oil Co. has two rigs 
running on the Sutherlin lease and is 
drilling No. 1 Bailey, in Section 20-22-15, 
and the Producers Oil Co. is putting No. 1 
Barr, Section 30-22-15, on the pump and 
has derrick up for No. 2. 

In the Jeems Bayou district, the Gulf 
Refining Co. is operating extensively on 
the Ferry Lake lease and is rigging up to 
drill No. 5 Rives, in Section 5-20-16, four 
miles west of Oil City, near the Texas 
State line; the International Oil & Gas 
Co. is drilling No. 2 Anthony, Section 3- 
20-16, at 2,130 feet; the Producers Oil Co. 
has location made for McCue Levee Board 
4, in Section 35-21-16, and the Standard 
Oil Co. is drilling Caddo Levee Board D-7, 
Section 35-21-16, and the Standard Oil Co. 
is drilling Caddo Levee Board B-7, Sec- 
tion 4-20-16, at 100 feet. 

In the Monterey district, the Sun Co. 
has set 6-inch casing in Williams A-103, 
Section 10-21-16; the Standard Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 162 Stiles at 1,750 feet and 
No. 163 Stiles at 1,725 feet and has der- 
rick up for No. 164, in Section 17-21-16; 
the Producers Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing 
in No. 48 Caddo Levee Board, Section 
33-21-16, and has derrick up for No. 49 
in the same section and No. 50 in Section 
8-21-16 is drilling at 1,200 feet. 

De. Soto and Red River. 

Two pumpers were completed in the 
De Soto district during the week, the 
Gulf Refining Co. getting a 50-bbl. well 
in Williams B-2, Section 32-13-11, in the 
Grand Bayou district, and the Producers 
Oil Co. a 15-bbl. well in Wemple B-2, Sec- 
tion 15-21-11. The Wemple well also made 
2,500,000 feet of gas and is an important 
feature of the week’s development, as it 
is nearly a mile south of present produc- 
tion in the Naborton field. Williams E-4, 
Section 29-13-11, in the Grand Bayou dis- 
trict, went into salt water and was aban- 
daned at 2,600 feet by the Gulf Refining 
Co. The Gulf is drilling Williams E-3, 
Section 32-13-11, at 1,500 feet and Mc- 
Cormick-Nabors D-9, Section 25-13-12, at 
2,600 feet. The Producers Oil Co. has 
6-inch casing set in Nos. 7 and 9 on the 
Grand Bayou Planting Co. lease in Sec- 
tion 25-13-12, has derrick up for Nabors- 
Wemple A-2, Section 1-12-12, and is drill- 
ing Sample A-9, Section 14-13-12, at 2,015 
feet, in the west end of the De Soto field, 
and in the Grand Bayou district, No. 11 
Nabors, Section 32-13-11, bailed dry at 
2,440 feet and the Consolidated Petroleum 
Co. has made a loaction for No. 1 Nabors, 
Section 56-12-11. 

In the Red River field, the Gulf Refin- 
ing Co. completed a 15-bbl. well in No. 29 
Marston, Section 14-13-11, and a 26-bbl. 
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Wright Wire Rope for Oil Field Service 


Is the best drilling cable that money can buy. 

Manufacturing our own wire insures uniformity of product, which, together 
with skilled workmanship and careful inspection, guarantees to the purchaser a 
drilling cable unsurpassed by any other manufactured. The name isa guarantee. 


Send for catalog R-6 
WRIGHT WIRE COMPANY 


WORCESTER, MASS. 
H. W. BLACK, Sales Agent 819 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA 










































Moreand More Reeves Vertical Gas Engines 
Installed in Gasoline Plants 


HIS demonstrates that the higher 

first cost, economical, and reliable 

Gas Engine of the vertical type is 
being recognized by the oil men as a 
competitor of the two-cycle and cheaper 
engines installed heretofore almost ex- 
clusively in the oil field. 








Expressions of satisfaction from owners 
and repeat orders evidence the appreciation 
of ‘‘higher grade’ instead of ‘‘cheap 
first cost.’’ 





Engines built for direct connection to 
Compressors and Generators as well as 
belt driven. 





Send all.inquiries for engines and line 
work to 





THREE 175-H. P. THREE-CYLINDER REEVES GAS ENGINES. BELT CONNECTED TO INGER- 
SOLL RAND GASOLINE COMPRESSORS IN GASOLINE PLANT OF 
THE B. B. STROUD CO., BRADFORD, PA. 





HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, OHIO TULSA OKLA. 


BUILDERS OF PIPE LINES DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF GASOLINE RECOVERY PLANTS 






































Dreadnaught Drive Shoes 
Are Solid Punched 


You can get them at your dealers. 
Why take chances on welded shoes? 
Ask them or write us direct 





BEAUMONT IRON WORKS Co. 


LEWIS SAFETY TONGS—SIMPLE, STRONG AND DURABLE. BEAUMONT, TEXAS U. S. A. 
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well in A-21 Natalie, Section 19-13-10, and 
the Standard Oil Co. brought in a 1,500- 
000-foot gas well in No. 30 Palmer, Sec- 
tion 17-13-10. 

In the Grand Bayou district, Red River 
Parish, the De Soto Oil & Refining Co. is 
drilling at 2,250 feet in No. 1 Wilson, Sec- 
tion 27-13-11; the Producers Oil Co. is 
building standard rig to pump No. 10. 
Grand Bayou Planting Co. has set 6-inch 
in No. 11 and has made location for No. 
13, in Section 29-13-11. Location has also 
been made by the Producers for Nabors 
B-1, in Section 28-13-11. The Gulf Refin- 
ing Co. is building derrick for No. 9 Chris- 
topher, in Section 16-13-10, and has set 
10-inch casing in No. 20 Kennedy, Section 
23-13-11. 

Bossier Parish Gasser. 

Two big gas wells were completed in 
the Elm Grove district, -Bossier Parish, 
the Atlas Oil Co. getting a 20,000,000-foot 
well in No. 1 Caplis, Section 25-16-12, and 
White Bros. a 25,500,000-foot well in No.1 
Ward, Section 3-16-11, the Ward well 
having 1,100 pounds rock pressure. The 
Gulf Refining Co. put No. 3 Hodges, Sec- 
tion 24-16-12, to pumping, getting a pro- 
duction of 10 bbls. a day in the chalk 
rock at 1,555 feet. 

A location has been made by. the 
Hodges Oil Co. on the Louisiana Land & 
Investment Co. lease in Section 12-16-11; 
the Standard Oil Co. has derrick up for 
No. 1 Washington, in Section 31-16-11, 
location made for No. 1 Van Hoose, in 
Section 36-16-12, and has set 10-inch casing 
in the Franklin Reatly Co. well, in Sec- 
tion 29-16-11, and the Dallas Oil Co. is 
drilling at 2,100 feet in No. 1 Scovell- 
Gaines, Section 22-22-13. 


in Various Districts. 


A wildcat test is being made by the 
Atlas Oil Co. on the Sallings lease in Sec- 
tion 8-10-14, seven miles southwest of 
Spider and about the same distance south- 
east of Logansport, which will be watched 
with interest. The Developers Oil & Re- 
fining Co. has resumed drilling on the 
Safford well in Section 2-11-11, south of 
the Crichton and Naborton fields and in 
close proximity to the old Giauque well, 
which has one of the earliest and largest 
producers in the De Soto field. This 
company is being successfully financed 
by Eastern capital and has already ac- 
quired a large acreage with considerable 
production and is planning the construc- 
tion of an extensive refinery. 


In Section 31-11-9, eight miles south of 
Coushatta, the Lake End Oil & Gas Co. 
has set 10-inch casing in No. 5 on the 
Merriweather & Hearne lease and is drill- 
ing ahead. Further east, in the Black 
Lake district, the A. J. Yoke Oil & Gas 
Co. is drilling at 2,350 feet in No. 1 Gid- 
dens, Section 18-10-5. 

A test made by the Cross Lake Oil & 
Gas Co. in the Cross Lake district, just 
west of Shreveport, in Section 6-17-14, 
tested dry and was abandoned at 1,800 
feet. Just south of Shreveport the Arkan- 
sas Natural Gas Co. is drilling at 250 feet 
in No. 55 McMillan, in the big gas field 
in the Harts Island district. . 

In Webster Parish, east of the Bossier 
development, W. H. Baker is making an 
interesting test on the Crichton lease, in 
Section 23-18-10, near Minden, which is 
now drilling at 2,250 feet. Considerable 
acreage has been leased in this territory 
and preparations are being made to drill 
several other tests. 

In the Bethany district, directly south 
of the Caddo field, Bell & Evans have 
set 10-inch casing in No. 1 Abney, in Har- 
rison County, and an increased interest 
in this territory is being evidenced by an 
activity in leasing. The Gulf Production 
Co. is still working on the Mosely well, 
but the indications are not very encour- 
aging. In Panola County, Bell, Evans & 
Snyder are drilling at 1,500 feet in No. 1 
Guill. 

In Anderson County, Texas, the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. made a deep test in No. 1 
Royal & Davey, and getting no showing, 
the well was abandoned at 4,025 feet. 
No. 3 Barrett & Greenwood is drilling at 
2,650 feet. 

Another gas well was completed in the 
Bastrop-Monroe district last week, the 
€ommercial Oil & Gas Co. getting a 
2,500,000-foot Well on the Richland lease, 
in Section 27-19-6, in Ouachita Parish. 
The Ouachita Natural Gas & Oil Co. is 
setting 6-inch casing in No. 1 Lieber, in 
Section 32-20-4. 

In Morehouse Parish, derrick is up for 
a well to be drilled on the Crossett Lum- 
ber Co. lease, in Section 45-21-5; Bondu- 
rant et al. are drilling at 850 feet in No. 
1 Cole, Section 36-20-3; the Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co. has made a location for No. 1 
Crossett Lumber Co., in Section 45-21-5; 
the Progressive Oil & Gas Co. is building 
derrick for No. 2 Spyker, Section 39-20-5; 
Busch & Brown have made location for 
No. 1 Marlatt, Section 19-20-6; Ahrens et 





al. are drilling at 1,250 feet in No. 1 West, 
Section 12-19-6, and the Mer Rouge Oil & 
Gas Co. is drilling at 2,315 feet in No. 1 
Gallagher, Section 13-21-6. 

In West Carroll Parish, the Standard 
Oil Co. has a fishing job in No. 1 Rich- 
ardson, Section 33-19-10, and is tempor- 
arily closed down at 2,750 feet. 

Operations in the Bastrop-Monroe ter- 
ritory have extended west in to Union 
Parish, where the Penn-Wyo Oil Co. is 
building derrick for a well to be drilled 
in Section 2-22-1, 10 miles north of Farmer- 
ville. 

Considerable interest was aroused dur- 
ing the past week by the discovery of 
oil in the Lake End Oil & Gas Co.’s well 
in the south end of Red River Parish. 
This is the fifth well drilled on the Merri- 
weather & Hearne lease, one of which 
produced sufficient gas to furnish fuel for 
drilling operations and another a small 
quantity of high grade. The well just 
completed is producing a few barrels of 
42-gravity oil and an effort will be made 
to put the two producing wells to pump- 
ing. There is very indication of a good 
pool of oil somewhere in this vicinity. 
The Gogeler interests have set 10-inch 
casing in No. 2 Wren, Section 22-18-8, 
near Salt Springs, and are getting ready 
to drill deeper in the Russell well at 
Grand Ecore. 

Sold Refinery and Production. 

A sale which has been long in prospect 
was finally effected last week when the 
Louisiana Oil Refining Co. and a number 
of other properties passed into the hands 
of Eastern capitalists. Approximately 
$2,000,000 in cash changed hands during 
the transaction, and of this amount $500,- 
000 will be reserved for development work 
and the acquisition of additional proper- 
ties. The principal properties included 
in the deal were the Louisiana Oil Re- 
fining Co., the Amateur Oil Co., the 
Southern Oil Co., the Lewis Drilling Co., 
the Louisiana Exporting Co. of New Or- 
leans, the Union Gas, Oil & Pipe Line 
Co. and thousands of acres of valuable 
oil land in Caddo, Red River, Bossier and 
Natchitoches Parishes. Stockholders in 





the Louisiana Oil Refining Co. closed out 





their interests for $700,000, or $80 a share, 
having previously shared in the profits of 
the concern. 

The purchasing company will be known 
as the Louisiana Oil Refining Corpora- 
tion and is capitalized at $5,000,000, prac- 
tically all of the stock being held by 
Cochrane, Harper & Co., of Boston. . The 
company is chartered under the laws of 
Virginia and its officers are as follows: 
President, E. R. Ratcliff, of Shreveport, 
formerly president of the Louisiana Oil 
Refining Co.; secretary, Shelly J. Richard- 
son, of Boston; treasurer, R. M. Harper, 
of Boston; assistant secretary, R. H. 
Davis, of Shreveport, formerly secretary 
of the Louisiana Oil Refining Co.; and 
chairman of the board of directors, F. D. 
Cochran, of Boston. 

Included in the holdings transferred to 
the new company are 67 wells, producing 
1,000 bbls. of oil per day, and nine gas 
wells with a daily capacity of 75,000,000 
cubie feet. The present capacity of the 
refinery is 3,000 bbls. and this will not 
be increased at present, but it is their 
intention to add a lubricating plant for 
the manufacture of grease and oils in 
addition to the present refined products. 


Suit Involving Gas Rights. 

A suit of vital interest to landowners 
has been instituted by B. Y. Wemple, of 
De Soto Parish, in which claim is made 
to additional royalties from casinghead 
gasoline. The action is for the collection 
of $12,000 with two alternatives. It is 
alleged that the Producers Oil Co. drilled 
16 wells on land leased from Mr. Wemple, 
and if this is not granted by the court, 
the first alternative shall be that if such 
production is not within the contempla- 
tion of the lease contract, the same is 
not a mineral as embraced in the con- 
tract, and therefore was not conveyed by 
the lease, but is still the property of the 
landowner and a value. placed on it of 
$96,000. The second alternative demands 
that if the court holds casinghead gas 
as not oil within the contemplation of the 
lease contract, nor a mineral embraced 
therein and conveyed to the defendant, 
but is gas, then the plaintiff is entitled to 
recover $2,400 from gas-well royalties. 





In The Texas Panhandle 


By F. W. 


EXTENDING TWO POOLS. 





WICHITA FALLS, Tex., May 21.—For 
a year or two it has been customary to 
refer to the oil fields of Wichita County 
as the defined pools of the North Texas 
area, but the recent bringing in of big 
wells west of Electra, south of Electra 
and northwest of Burkburnett has made 
the word ‘defined’? rather a misnomer, 
as applied to these localities, and it is 
now believed that these pools are only 
in their infancy and will be extended 
again and again, and in the future a few 
dry holes on the outskirts of producing 
territory will not be considered as de- 
fining anything and will not discourage 
drilling further away from production, at 
least until all likely-looking territory has 
been thoroughly tested. 

The big wells on the Piper and Francis 
Sumner lands, west of Electra, are an 
example cited by the optimists, it being 
a well-known fact that several dry holes 
were abandoned between producing ter- 
ritory and those leases. Again, many 
dusters intervened between what was 
known as the proven field and the new 
Culbertson district, south of Electra, 
while northwest of Burkburnett dry holes 
were abandoned between the then known 
field and the big wells drilled in two 
weeks ago, half a mile beyond the dusters. 


Leasing is active in these three locali- 
ties, and although most of the desirable 
acreage had already been taken up, other 
leases are being taken, some of them 
many miles from the discovery wells, and 
acreage in the neighborhood of the new 
producers is changing hands at rapidly 
increasing figures, $300 an acre having 
already been paid in some instances. 


At the present time the only things 
preventing an extensive drilling cam- 
paign are the scarcity of water and the 
shortage of pipe, and the former has, at 
least temporarily, been relieved by the 
heavy rain of Saturday night last. 

At Electra, the feature of the week was 
the completion of the Magnolia Petroleum 
Co.’s Francis Sumner No. 18, with an 
initial production of 1,100 bbls. This well 
came in just in the top of the sand at 
1,908 feet and several days after. being 
connected up it was still flowing 800 bbls. 
The Francis Sumner land adjoins the 





Piper on the northeast and this new well 
is practically an offset to one of the big 


BRIDGE 


Piper wells. The same company’s H. & 
T. C. No. 23 was a 15-bbl. pumper at 1,081 
feet with 11 feet of pay. 

The Producers Oil Co. got a nice well 
in Stringer No. 9, which was completed 
from 1,961 to 1,973 feet, good for 175 bbls. 
This well has produced for same years 
from the shallower sand, but recently 
failed in production and was drilled deep- 
er, with the result chronicled above. No. 


-49 W. B. Honaker was a 5-bbl. pumper at 


1,061 feet, with 15 feet of pay, and Dale 
et al. have abandoned Cabe No. 1 at 2,007 
feet, a dry hole. 

The Producers Oil Co. is rigging up for 
Friedline No. 1, a new location, also for 
Waggoner Nos. 139 and 140. Standard 
tools will be used for all of these wells. 
The casing is being pulled from Wag- 
goner No. 132 at 2,560 feet and the well 
will probably be abandoned. 

South of Electra. 

In the Culbertson district, the new pro- 
ducers appear to be holding up well. The 
Gulf Production Co.’s Burnett No. 1, 
which came in over a week ago, has been 
connected up and is flowing about 350 
bbls. daily, while Horton et al’s Henson 
No. 1 has increased its flow and it is 
stated that it is now making more than 
100 bbls. There was only one completion 
during the week and that a dry hole, Cul- 
bertson’s No. 1 Burnett having been aban- 
doned at 1,970 feet. 

While the new wells in this district are 
still a topic of much interest, leasing and 
the exchange of acreage in the territory 
surrounding the wells are attracting the 
greater part of the attention of the oper- 
ators and speculators who have been 
lucky enough to secure leaseholds in the 
neighborhood, as prices are soaring daily 
and many deals are being executed. 
Among the most notable of these are the 
purchases made last week by the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co., one of 240 acres out 
of the Gibbs tract, northwest of the Gulf 
Production Co. well, from W. W. Silk, 
Thomas and others, at a conisderation of 
$300 an acre, and the other of 200 acres 
out of the north part of the Wm. Gaither 
tract of the Waggoner Bros. survey, a 
mile and a half west of the same well, 
for which $200 an acre was paid to Lang- 
ford & Adams. Many smaller deals are 
being made at the same high prices. 

Of the drilling wells in this district sev- 
eral are at an interesting stage, as they 





are either in or close to the pay. Brown, 
Jones & Silk’s Burnett No. 1 has set 
casing at 1,699 feet and is bailing, with 
9 feet of sand, and expect to get a well. 
This is a new sand in this vicinity and if 
a well is brought in it will naturally add 
to the value of the surrounding leases. 
Cline & Rowe have set casing in their 
well on Waggoner Bros. land, east of the 
Culbertson well, and have cemented it in. 
It will probably be a week before they 
can drill in. McKinsey et al. on fee are 
testing a sand found from 1,585 to 1,594 
feet and will know within. a day or two 
what they have. C. B. Shafer’s Burnett 
No. 1 is drilling at 1,638 feet, and the Gulf 
Production Co.’s Hurdleson & Burnett is 
drilling at 1,220 feet. 

Of the new work, the Wichita Fuel De- 
velopment Co. is spudding in on its new 
location on 200 acres out of the east half 
of Section 3 of the Burnett ranch and the 
derrick is built 1,025 feet north and 200 
feet east of the southwest corner of the 
tract. Woods & Taylor have built a rig 
for their Burnett No. 1, 400 feet east of 
the Gulf Production Co.’s flowing well. 
P. Taylor has also built a rig for his 
Burnett No. 1, but the exact location 
could not be obtained at this time. R. C. 
Sanders et al. have 80 acres out of the 
northeast corner of Section 35, Waggoner 
Bros. and have made a location for their 
No. 1, and Harton et al. have made a loca- 
tion for their No. 2 Henson, both of which 
will be given next week. 


Burkburnett Pool. 


The event of the week in this pool oc- 
curred on Saturday, when the largest 
producer ever brought in here was drilled 
in by Harvey & Co., their No. 1 Ruyle. 
completed at 1,630 feet and conservatively 
estimated good for 500 bbls. natual flow. 
This well was originally a small pro- 
ducer in the shallow sand, but was deep- 
ened, with the above result. It is too 
early to comment on this well, as it has 
only just been connected up. 

The other completions of the week were 
either small pumpers or dry holes, as fol- 
lows: Magnolia Petroleum Co.’s No. 8 
Thom was a 5-bbl. pumper at 1,739 feet; 
Lewis et al.’s Cropper No. 6 was good 
for 12 bbls. at 515 feet; Texahoma Oil 
Co.’s No. 8 was drilled in at 500 feet and 
No. 9 at 501 feet, the former good for 10 
bbls. and the latter for 5 bbls.; Plains Oil 
& Gas Co.’s Cropper No. 18 was a 10-bbl. 
well at 513 feet; No. 19 was dry at 543 
feet; No. 20 was good for 15-bbls. at 518 
feet, and No. 25 was another dry hole at 
585 feet; the Bi-State Oil & Gas Co.'s 
Owen Clark No. 2 was a 10-bbl. producer 
at 455 feet; Crowell & Connor’s Cropper 
No. 17 was a 5-bbl. pumper at 5610 feet, 
and Mann et al. got 3 bbls. of produc- 
tion with Hardin No. 16 at 555 feet. 

The Magnolia Petroleum Co.’s No. 8 
Owens, reported last week as a 40-bbl. 
well, has increased its flow and is now 
making all of 75 bbls. 

Offsetting the big Farquharson well on 
the Ramming, Brown & Jones are setting 
a rig for their No. 30-A L. F. Ramming 
and are deepening their Ramming No. 1. 

Northwest of the town of Burkburnett, 
the Godley Oil Co. has made a location 
on the J. F. Waggoner land and the 
Cashion Oil Co. is rigging up on the 
Weibner, to the southeast. 


In Other Districts. 


Four more wells in the shallow pool at 
Strawn this week, two wells drilling and 
seven rigs ready for machinery. The new 
producers are Texas & Pacific Coal Co.’s 
No. 166, good for 25 bbls. at 768 feet, with 
18 feet of pay; No. 167 was also a 25-bbl. 
well at 765 feet, with the same depth of 
sand; Nos. 168 and 169 were 30-bbl. wells, 
the former at 780 feet and the latter at 
1,015 feet, each with 20 feet of pay. 

In Archer County, the Panther Oil Co. 
is drilling its Nos. 6 and 7, both of which 
are below 500 feet; L. C. Heydrick & Co. 
are drilling No. 1 J. F. White, east of the 
Panther wells, at 500 feet; Little Wichita 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling Wilson No. 1 at 
1,300 feet; the Wichita Fuel Development 
Co.’s No. 1 is fishing at 970 feet; Lang- 
ford Staley & Chenault Helm No. 1 is 
drilling at 1,870 feet: J. J. Oil Co. Ferg- 
erson No. 1 is fishing at 1,550; Lee Farm 
Oil Co., Blaig No. 6 is drilling at 1,715; 
Stone Oil Co., Emmert No. 1 is drilling 
at 420 and the Clover Leaf Oil Co., Mun- 
ger No. 1 is drilling at 850 feet. Others 
are shut down waiting for water. 

In Clay County, Benedum & Trees, 
Sawden No. 1 was abandoned at 1,870 feet, 
a dry hole. 

Near Caddo, in Stephens County, the 
Texas & Pacific Coal Co., Smith No. 1 
was drilled into good looking sand at 
1,690 feet and, after the drill had pene- 
trated the same stratum for a full 100 
feet, a heavy shot was applied in hopes 
of making a well. A good showing of oil 
was the result, but hardly sufficient to 
consider it a paying well and it will be 
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drilled deeper from 1,790 feet. Wright 
No. 1 is still at 3,500 feet and Sloan No. 
1 at 3,700 feet. Casing is being pulled 
from the Coody and other T. & P. Coal 
Co. tests are shut down, out of water. 
In the Producers Oil Co., Parks No. 2, 
south of Breckenridge, a seat was found 
for the 5 3-16-inch casing at 3,044 feet 
and drilling was resumed. After reaching 
3,101 feet the bit was lost in the hole 
and a fishing job is now in progress. 
Smith No. 1 is still fishing at 3,000 feet 
and Kiethly No. 1 is now drilling at 320 
feet. The Gulf Production Co., McCauley 
No. 1 is drilling at 700 feet, and Kiethley 
No. 1 has resumed drilling at 140 feet, 
after being shut down for some time short 
of water. 


Palo Pinto County’s gas field appears | 
Besides the | 


to be coming to the front. 
wells and pipe lines of the Empire Gas 
& Fuel Co., which supply the domestic 
users of Mineral Wells, Palmer, Owen & 
Wilson have a line laid to that city, for 
needs and now, it is stated, have bought 
the gas plant and mains in the city of 
Weatherford and will build a pipe line 
to that point, with the intention of sup- 
plying both domestic and commercial 
demand, the line later to be extended to 
Fort Worth. Palmer Owens & Wilson 
have now over 35,000,000 feet of gas under 
cap and are at present drilling another 
well on the Oakes tract, south of Mineral 
Wells, in likely looking territory. 

The Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s Chestnut 
No. 1 is still shut down at 4,220 feet. 
Terry No. 1 is shut down at 2,000 feet 
waiting for cable and Hess No. 2 is drill- 
ing at 300 feet. West of Palo Pinto the 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co., Watson No. 1 
is shut down at 300 feet, waiting for a 
stem. Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., Belding 
No. 1 is drilling at 1,019 feet and west 
of Graford Holt No. 2 is drilling at 300 
feet. 


Pacific Coal Co., north of Strawn, is dril- 
ing below 2,350, depth not reported. Other 
wells shut down. 

North of Jackboro, in Jack County, the 
test of M. A. Low & Son, on the Hamil- 
ton farm, being drilled by W. E. Jones, 
is drilling at 1,360 feet, after passing 
though 40 feet of hard lime, encountered 
at 1,310 feet. 

On Reynolds ranch, north of Albany, 
Shackelford County, Jim Hamel, drilling 
for the Empire Gas & Fuel Co., is under- 
reaming at 1,510 feet. 

In Young County, south of Graham, 
C. F. Coleord’s Rob’t Scott No. 1 is drill- 
ing at 200 feet, after repairing broken 
shaft and bull-wheel and Stanfield & 
Beckworth; on T. E. & L. survey No. 1, 
are shut down waiting for supplies. 

The Hunch Oil & Gas Co., drilling on 
|the Boyer, south of Abilene, in Taylor 
County, got a nice showing of oil from 
1,530 to 1,540 feet, but will drill deeper. 
| In Jones County, Nelson & Patterson, 
drilling on the Westmorland farm, near 
| Rule, have reached a depth of 1,150 feet, 
| after passing through a hard lime strat- 
; um for the last 100 feet. A gas showing 
| was found just on top of the lime. 

The Republic Oil & Gas Co., of Dallas, 

drilling near Granberry, in Hood County, 
have shut down at 43 feet and it is 
stated that financial troubles are the 
cause of the suspension of work. 
; Johnson County Oil & Gas Co., near 
|Joshua, in Johnson County, passed 
through a water sand at 650 feet and is 
now drilling at 1,165 feet. 

The Hapgood Oil Co. has been organ- 
ized in Wichita Falls and capitalized at 
$100,000. It has 80 acres out of the Wag- 
goner Bros. tract, on which the Salter 
well was drilled, and it is proposed to 
drill an offset to that well. The organ 
izers are Merrs. Hapgood, Dale, Edwards, 











By D. S. WAKENIGHT 


EASTERN FIELD INCREASES. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., May 21.—Since the 
Bastern fields were last reviewed con- 
siderable advancement has been made in 
development work without the introduc- 
tion of any important features. The in- 
creased number of completions failed to 
bring any appreciable amount of new 
production. 


increase or even prevent a decline in pro- | 
This is due to} 


duction are of no avail. 
the kind of territory that is under de- 
velopment. Drilling over the old fields 
furnished northing better than very small 
pumpers and in a great many instances 
dusters. There are just a few localities 
that are able to show wells of an average 
size better than has prevailed for a num- 
ber of years. The new pools are small 
and are soon defined. Those who get in 
early quit with profit, but those who try 
to stretch the producing limits of a new 
pool almost invariably take a loss. For 
more than three years operators have 
been making an effort to discover a new 
field and those who keep in touch with 
development work know that nothing of 
that nature has rewarded the efforts 
made except in Kentucky. It is quite 
probable that Kentucky can increase its 
production, but not to the extent that 
it can meet the demand for crude. At 
any rate it is of an inferior grade as com- 
pared with that of Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and Southeastern Ohio. 


Wildcatters Getting Busy. 

In the lower southwest counties, the 
operators are beginning to take up the 
search for new producing terrieory. <A 
number of the large tracts that have not 
been previously tested are to be given 
a trial in the hope of finding some strictly 
new producing territory. It is considered 
the chances are better in that section 
than in any other part of the Eastern 
fields. In the old producing counties 
there is no longer room for any but con- 
gested pools and what is desired at this 
time is a field with some area and cap- 
able of furnishing much better wells than 
the average. To make development work 
profitable, it is required for the cost of 
drilling is so far in excess of any previous 
time since the inception of the industry. 
Should the test wells now drilling and 
starting in fail to bring the much desired 
result the one best chance for new pro- 
duction will have gone and ther will be 
nothing left but to return to the old fields 
and drill for light pumpers. 

Kanawha County is regarded as the 
most likely to supply some strictly new 
producing territory. This county has more 
experimental -work-than any other.—-Cabin 
Creek — is not only the foremost in 


It seems that all efforts to/| 


| Suplying new production, but has a large 
‘amount of territory that has not been 
| fully tested. On Kelleys Creek, midway 
| between Blue Creek development in Elk 
| district and the Berea grit development 
lon Long Bottom Run in Cabin Creek dis- 
‘trict, there is a large amount of new 
| work starting. This work has been in- 
spired by the Weir sand producer on the 
David Ward heir’s tract. For a number 
of years Putman County has been neg- 
lected. Fair gas wells have been found 
in that county and operators are now 
making a new search for a pool or field. 
In both Taylor and Jackson Counties 
there is new work starting. Operators 
are still making a determined effort to 
find new producing territory in Braxton 
County. Some fairly good gas wells have 
recently been completed in Birch and 
Otter districts. Upshur County has very 
little new work. Past efforts in this coun- 
ty have not been at all satisfactory. In 
Clay County development work is in- 
creasing and a good deal of it is located 
far in advance of production. The Big 
Injun sand development in Union district 
embraces a large area, but the wells are 
small. 


May Extend Pool. 


In the Southwest Pennsylvania fields 
there is but one development that is at 
all interesting. It is the Gordon sand de- 
velopment in Springhill Township, Greene 
County. The prospects for an extension 
to the north and northeast are promising. 
Interest now centers in that part of the 
field. The old wells are declining and it 
is a question whether or not the wells 
now drilling, when completed, can fur- 
nish enough new production to bring the 
daily production up to a higher point than 
in the past. For a few days, when the 
gushers were coming in, the pool had a 
daily production of 1,500 bbls. 


Ritchie County, West Virginia, after a 
long run of very light pumpers, is to the 
front with a good producer. It is the 
Southern Oil Co.’s No. 6 on the Alvin 
Wince farm. It is good for 40 bbls. a day 
in the salt sand: The Southern Oil Co. 
‘is the oil-producing end of the Pittsburgh 
Oil & Gas Co. 


In Sheridan district, Calhoun County, 
the Richter Oil Co. has completed a test 
on the B. S. Raybuck farm. It is good for 
5 bbls. a day in the salt sand. In Jakes 
Run, Battelle district, Monongalia Coun- 
ty, the Pittsburgh & West Virginia Gas 
Co. has drilled its second test on the J. B. 
Lough farm to the Bayard sand. It is 
a fair gasser in the lower formation. 

On Big Creek, Liberty district, Marshall 
County, -the Carnegie. Natural .Gas Co. 
has completed a test on the John Markey 





| 





farm. It is a fair gasser with a show of 
oil in the Big Injun sand. On the south 
fork of Hushes River, Southwest district, 
Doddridge County, the Carter Oil Co.’s 
No. 15 on the W. B. Maxwell farm is in 
the Gordon sand and showing for a 10- 
bbl. pumper. 

On Bull River, Sherman district, Cal- 
houn County, Godfrey L. Cabot has drilled 
No. 4 on the Lewis and Okey Hall farm 
into the Berea grit. It shows a capacity 
of 1,000,000 cubic feet of gas a day. 

Lincoln County has considerable new 
work starting in old_ territory. On 
Straight Fork, Duval district, the Big 
Creek Development Co. completed No. 17 
on the J. W. Stephens upper tract and 
showing for a 4-bbl. pumper in the Berea 
grit. The same company completed No. 
11 on the J. F. Stephens farm. It is good 
for 5 bbls. a day in the same formation. 
The rig for No. 12 is completed. The 
same company is drilling No. 10 on the 
Ellen Workman farm. 

On Kelly’s Creek, Cabin Creek district, 
Kanawha County, the Cabin Creek Gas 
Co., subsidiary of the United Fuel Gas 
Co., has drilled a second test on the Da- 
vid Ward heirs’ farm into the Bereat grit. 
It is good for 50 bbls. a day. This loca- 
tion is in a new development and the in- 
dications favor the development of a new 
pool. There is a large amount of new 
work under way and starting in that 
section. 


Drilling and Starting Tests. 


On Sycamore Creek, McClellan district, 
Doodridge County, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co.’s test on the Oma Young farm is de- 
layed with a fishing job at a depth of 
3,015 feet. In the same district on Pike 
Fork, the same company has the rig 
completed for a test on the August Coff- 
man farm. On Big Isaac Creek, Green- 
brier district, the Hope Co. is rigging up 
at a test on the C. C. Freeman farm. 
Carter, Jarvis & Sheets are due in the 
sand at a test on the J. H. Furno farm, 
located on Lick Run, Ten Mile district, 
Harrison County. 

On Big Run, Liberty district, Marshall 
County, the Carnegie Natural Gas Co. is 
rigging up at a test on the D. G. Williams 
farm and the rig completed for No. 2 on 
the same farm. On the same stream the 
Manufacturers Light & Heat Co. has rigs 
completed for tests on the J. M. Rhine, 
BE. Turner and W. C. & L. Fish farms. 
On Valley Run, Meade district, the Hope 
Natural Gas Co. is drilling on the O. Mc- 
Dowell farm. On the river front in 
Franklin district, the Hope Natural Gas 
Co. is hauling in timbers on the Joseph 
Brookover farm. On Fishing Creek, in 
the same district, the same company is 
starting on the J. M. Brown farm. On 
Dent’s Run, Mannington district, Marion 
County, the Hope Co. is getting ready to 
test its No. 1 on the Ella Kinsey farm. 
No. 2 on the same farm is rigging up. 

On Triplett Run, Spencer district, Roane 
County, G. L. Cabot is due in the Big 
Injun sand at a test on the Carl R. Ep- 
ling farm. The rig for a test on the 
W. S. Miller farm on Reedy Creek, Cur- 
tis district, has been completed. On 
Spring Creek, Spencer district, the DePue 
Gas Co. has started to drill a test on the 
Ella DePue farm. On the Little Kan- 
awha River, Sherman district, Calhoun 
County, G. L. Cabot is due in the Big 
Injun sand on the A. M. Penninger farm. 
On Green Creek, Walton district, Roane 
County, the Louis F. Payne Oil Co. com- 
pleted and shot No. 12 on the D. T. Cun- 
ningham farm. It is a 5-bbl. pumper in 
the Big Injun sand. 


Southwest Pennsylvania. 


The Southwest Pennsylvania fields fur- 
nished no completions at the end of the 
week. In Springhill Township, Greene 
County, the Carnegie Natural Gas Co. 
drilled its No. 5:on the George Isminger 
farm to a depth of 3,661 feet. It is dry 
in all sands. In East Finley Township, 
Washington County, the Natural Gas Co. 
of West Virginia No. 3 on the S. A. 
Dague farm drilled through the Fifth 
sand. It is dry in that formation but pro- 
ducing 35 bbls. a day from the Fourth 
sand. 

The Southeastern Ohio fields supplied 
no completions at the week end. In Union 
Township, Carroll County, there is a good 
deal of new work starting despite the 
poor showing of the late completions. 





KENTUCKY OIL TOWN ON BOOM. 





Winchester, Ky., is undergoing the ex- 
perience of a number of Oklahoma and 
Kansas towns some years ago. One of 
the newspapers complains that at least 
20 prospectors were forced to walk the 
streets all night because of the lack of 
hotel facilities. It has been the case for 
years in many Oklahoma oil towns that if 


a man could get a room by_himpelt he: 


considered it a lucky stroke. 


Injunction is Issued To 
Restrain Oil Producers 


BEAUMONT, Tex., May 19.—A_ tem- 
porary injunction has been issued by 
Judge E. A. McDowell, of the Sixtieth 
District Court here, restraining various 
producing companies and individual oper- 
ators in the Sour Lake, Batson and Sara- 
toga pools from emptying salt water from 
the wells in those pools into Pine Island 
Bayou. The order was issued at the in- 
stance of Jefferson County rice growers, 
who allege the presence of salt water in 
the bayou is a menace to growing rice. 
The canal companies obtain water from 
the bayou to irrigate the rice lands. The 
injunction is made returnable June 6. 

The plaintiffs in the suit are J. E. 
Broussard and associates, the Beaumont 
Irrigation Co. and the Neches Canal Co. 
The restraining order is directed against 
the following producing companies: Lake 
Oil Co., Gilbert Oil Co., Acorn Oil Co., 
Minor Oil Co., Gulf Production Co., the 
Sun Co., McNamara Oil Co., Producers 
Oil Co., Harver Oil Co., M. F. Yount, Ed 
Peggie, operating in the Sour Lake pool; 
the Shallow Oil Co., Billingslea Oil Co., 
Fidelity Oil Co., Peerless Oil Co., Peggie 
Bros. Oil Co., Peggie-Regna Oil Co., Regna 
Oil Co., Minta Oil Co., Batson Oil Co., 
Cotton Oil Co., Welden Oil Co., Offset Oil 
Co., Lee Oil Co. and Wade Oil Co., oper- 
ating in the Saratoga and Batson pools. 

Application for a similar injunction was 
filed last October, but was not pressed 
because the larger companies erected 
levies around their properties to prevent 
the salt water from reaching the bayou. 
The canal companies serve approximately 
42,000 acres of rice lands, the Beaumont 
Irrigation Co. having contracts to irri- 
gate about 12,000 acres and the Neches 
Canal Co. covering 30,000 acres in Jef- 
ferson County. The bayou divides Jeffer- 
son from Hardin County, the pools being 
located in the latter county. 

In the petition the plaintiffs allege 
rights to the watershed of the bayou by 
reason of use for 10 years and also by 
grant from the State. They state that 
salt water from oil wells is much more 
detrimental to rice than is salt water 
from the Gulf and assert this statement 
can be substantiated by information from 
the Louisiana rice fields. 


Mexican Well Starts 
At 50,000 Bbls. Daily 


TAMPICO, Mex., May 23.—The Metro- 
politan Petroleum Corporation’s No. 1 
Lot 9, in the Tepetate district of the 
Southern fields, has been completed and 
is flowing at the rate of 50,000 sae el 








KANSAS PIPE NOT ADVANCING. 





CHANUTE, Kan., May 23.—The pipe 
situation is beginning to look a little bet- 
ter. One of the supply companies last 
week gave notice that there would prob- 
ably be an increase of 10 or 20 per cent 
in prices, effective on material delivered 
this week. Yesterday, however, word 
was received that the increase would not 
be put into effect, and that pipe bought 
for delivery this week at $1.40 was to be 
settled for at $1.16. Purchasers who had 
paid the $1.40 price were refunded the 
difference. 

One thing that is relieveing the pipe 
situation is the fact that high prices are 
coaxing much second-hand stuff out of 
the ground. Another is that in some of 
the shallow fields the producers are be- 
ginning to use 4%-inch pipe, which is 
cheaper and easier to get, being a size 
for which there is not much demand in 
the Eastern fields. 





MOTOR CARS IN MADRAS. 

The number of American motor cars 
going into Madras, India, is more than 
doubling itself every year, according to 
the consular reports, and now there is a 
stoppage of demand for the reason that 
the price of gasoline since last year is 
so high that even the maharajahs can not 
afford the expensive Americans cars and 
have gone back to jinrickshas. Bicycles 
are also popular. 





REGULATING OHIO GAS PRICES. 





Many of the communities in Ohio served 
by the Ashtabula Gas Co. have been noti- 
fied that the price which obtains in 
Lorain, O., will govern the rest of the 
lines and that this price must stand for 
five years. Various communities are ob- 





| 


jecting and have appealed to the Public 
Utilities Commission. ih tees 
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“Republic” 


LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 
TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strongand Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Sales Offices: 
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BUFFALO CINCINNATI DETROIT NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS 






































EMPIRE REFINERIES™ 


GASOLINE VISCOUS NEUTRALS 
NAPHTHA NON-VISCOUS NEUTRALS 
KEROSENE SOAP STOCK 

GAS OIL PARAFFINE WAX 

FUEL OIL ROAD OIL 


QUALITY and SERVICE that will Please YOU 


REFINERIES: 


OKMULGEE, OKLA. CUSHING, OKLA 
PONCA CITY, OKLA. - OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 


ALSO OPERATING 
PRODUCERS REFINING COMPANY, GAINESVILLE, TEX. 


Sales offices, TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


Address all communications to the Company. 
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Fields of The 


Central West 


By “‘WHIT”’ 


MAY BUILD A REFINERY. 


FINDLAY, O., May 21.—Bourbon Mar- 
tin, of Oklahoma, has visited the Scotts- 
ville field, in Allen County, Kentucky, 
with the view of locating a refining plant 
at that point for the Consumers Refining 
Co., of Cushing, Okla. The report sub- 
mitted by Mr. Martin indicated that the 
field was a promising one, but it is not 
yet known what view the company will 
take in regard to the investment at this 
time. 

There is no doubt that the Cumberland 
Pipe Line Co. will lay a line from its 
trunk line in Cumberland or Pulaski 
Counties to the Scottsville field as soon 
as pipe can be secured. Just at this 
time it is impossible to secure pipe at any 
price. There is already talk of building 
storage tanks and laying small lines to 
the field and storing the oil until a line 
ean be put in. The oil is of as good a 
quality as any produced in Kentucky and 
the Pope-Trammel field oil is of a very 
fine grade, reported to be 46 gravity, 
while some of the oil in the Petroleum 
end of the field is of 38 gravity. Some 
of the oil from the Allen County field is 
being shipped by tank cars, while many 
wells are shut in awaiting a market. This 
field would be an active one if there was 
a market for the product, but the lease- 
owners are compelled to hold off the 
drilling to a large extent until action is 
taken to get the oil on the market. 

Arrangements are being made for start- 
ing many wildcat wells in the western 
half of Kentucky, where all the largest 
companies in the country have leased 
large blocks of territory, and the west 
half is destined to be the most active sec- 
tion of the Blue Grass State. 


There has been no let up in the rush 
to Pulaski County by oil men from all 
sections of the country. Th hotel lob- 
bies are always crowded with men who 
talk nothing but oil. Among some of the 
late arrivals are: W. E. Grumbly, Indi- 
ana; C. Brown, Wayne County; James K. 
Kerr and N. W. Page, Marshall, Ill.; Hugh 
Murray, Equality, Mo.; John Odom, Mt. 
Vernon, Ind.; W. F. Vaughn, Indiana; 
James H. Over, Pittsburgh, Pa.; J. T. 
Wilson, Irvine, Ky.; James Irwin, Waynes- 
burg, Ky.; J. V. Iams, West Virginia, 
and J. A. Callahan, of Canton, O. Two 
strings of drilling tools have already been 
shipped to Somerset and work will start 
as soon as the tools can be moved to the 
locations. 


Estill County. 


One of the best wells drilled in the 
Irvine field of Estill County has just been 
completed by Meldren & Keating in No. 7 
on the Lillie Bell Watson farm, in the 
Fitchburg end of the field, the well pro- 
ducing 350 bbls. No. 8 on the same farm 
was a dry hole, while No. 9 produced 150 
bbls. This firm’s Nos. 33 and 34 A. Q. 
Wilson farm are both dry holes, making 
three dusters found on this farm, which 
was among the richest in the Irvine field. 

The Barnett Oil & Gas Co.’s Nos. 3 and 
4 James Baker farm pumped 50 bbls. 
each. McCombs & Mohney’s No. 4 Enoch 
Puckett farm pumped 20 bbis. No. 5 is 
drilling. The Federal Oil Co.’s No. 6 on 
the Tipton-Abney farm pumped 20 bbls. 
Werner Minium’s No. 9 H. C. Stewart 
farm pumped 50 bbls. 


W. L. Parmenter and other’ No. 12 on 
the Allen Powell farm, in the Wagersville 
end of the field, pumped 100 bbls., while 
No. 11 was a duster. Gaines, Marcum & 
Neely’s No. 11 William Arvin farm, 
pumped 25 bbls. The Barnett Oil & Gas 
Co.’s No. 5 on the James Baker farm 
pumped 50 bbls. The Sun Co.’s No. 5 
James Arthur farm pumped but 2 bbls. 

In the Ashley district, Powell County, 
P. J. White’s No. 10 on the John Ashley 
farm produced 250 bbls. 


In the Parmieysville district, in Wayne 
County, Marsh & Woodrow are drilling 
No. 15 on the William Marsh farm. In 
the Cooper district, Rex, Carpenter’s test 
on the Marsh Harmon farm was a duster 

In the Hazel Green district, in Wolfe 
County, the Mountain Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 8 on the Charles Sample farm, also 
a test on the Mattie Perkins farm. In 
the Campton district, the Stoll Oil Co. is 
drilling a test on the Miller farm and 
Pittsburgh parties are drilling on the 
J. S. Little farm. In this field, the Moun- 
tain Oil Co. has abandoned No. 1 on the 
Henry Lykins farm and the J. W. More- 
head Oil & Gas Co. has pulled out Nos. 
1, 2 and 3 on the Willie Roberts farm. 





County, the Ohio Fuel Oil Co.’s No. 3 on 
the L. N. Hutchinson farm pumped 4 
bbls. and the Big Blaine Oil & Gas Co.’s 
No. 1 on the Cynthia Flynn farm pumped 
4 bbls. 

There is a little excitement in Bath 
County over the find of B. R. Roberts and 
others on the Grough farm, in the Olym- 
pia district. This well is reported to be 
producing 6 bbls. an hour from a shal- 
low sand, and if it maintains its produc- 
tion without going to water for any 
length of time, it may mean a new and 
important pool to be developed. 


The Morrison Development Co. is re- 
ported drilling a wildcat well on the R. 
A. White farm, in the vicinity of White- 
wood, Green County. 

Chapman & Lockett, of Dixon, Ill, will 
soon start a test well near thetown of 
Tilton, in Webster County. Near West 
Point, in the northern part of Hardin 
County, it is reported that John Kerrick 
has drilled a light gas well on his own 
land. 

N. P. Howard and others are drilling 
a test on the Dr. W. A. May farm, near 
Salyersville, in Magoffin County. 


Webster and Poweil. 


Chapman & Lockett, operators, of 
Dixon, Ill., have secured a block of leases 
near the town of Tilden, in Webster 
County, Kentucky, and have already start- 
ed a test on their holdings. The produc- 
ing formation, if found in this county, 
will naturally be a deeper proposition, 
similar to the fields of Illinois. Parties 
from Lawrenceville, Ill., are leasing up 
territory, as are parties from Lexington. 
The well is being drilled on the Pose 
Asher farm. 

Hardin County will soon be given a 
good test, as geologists are now looking 
over the ground for the location of the 
first test to be drilled by the Southwest- 
ern Oil & Gas Co., of Tulsa, Okla. Through 
their representative, H. L. James, this 
company has secured leases on about 
40,000 acres in Hardin County. 

Col. N. C. Tilford has leased a block of 
5,000 acres for New York parties in the 
vicinity of Spring Lick and Caneyville, 
in the southwestern section of Grayson 
County. 

The well drilling by the Broadhead Oil 
& Gas Co. on the A. T. Furnish farm, in 
Rockcastle County, is shut down and it 
looks like a dry hole. The Rockcastle Oil 
& Gas Co. is also shut down at its test 
on the R. L. Bray farm, in the same 
county, and is also in the same class 
with the Furnish farm test. H. S. Shafer 
has started the drill at his test on the 
Steve Price farm. 

In Powell County there is some activity, 
especially in the vicinity of the Ashley 
farm wells. Carl Dresser has drilled No. 
4 on the N. Rogers farm, in the Ashley 
district, and has a 10-bbl. pumper. The 
Root-Hupp Co.’s No. 3 Jesse Willis farm 
pumped 10 bbls. and No. 2 Robert Reed 
farm pumped 10 bbls., while Beckett and 
others drilled a dry hole in a test on the 
C. Wireman farm. 


Illinois Field. 


Very few completions are reported from 
the Illinois field, although the weather 
conditions have been favorable for active 
development work. This field will no 
doubt be backward during the summer 
season, as many of the operators have 
gone into Kentucky and Tennessee and 
secured large blocks of territory to drill 
and others have gone to Oklahoma, Kan- 
sas, Texas and Wyoming. Many drillers 
and ‘“‘toolies’ have left the Illinois field 
for Wyoming, where work will be active 
during the summer. 


In Parker Township, Clark County, be- 
tween Casey and Westfield, the Ohio Oil 
Co.’s No. 45 on the George Troughton 
farm, Section 20, pumped 30 bbls. at 492 
feet. This company’s No. 7 on the north- 
west corner of the J. S. Thomas farm, 
Section 29, pumped 87 bbls. at 500 feet 
deep, and No. 51 on the A. B. Reeds farm, 
Section 9, pumped 5 bbls. at a depth of 
454 feet. 

In Martin Township, Crawford County, 
the Mahutska Oil Co. found a shallow 
pay sand at a depth of 498 feet in its 
No. 3 on the northwest corner of the 
Jonn F. Tohill farm, Section 28, and the 
well pumped 2 bbls. This is no doubt 
the Casey sand, found in Clark County, 
to the north, as the Robinson sand is 
found at between 800 and 1,000 feet. 

In Lawrence Township, Lawrence Coun- 
ty, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 8 Mary E. Pen- 
ner farm, Section 13, pumped but_5 bbls. 


In the Busseyville district, in Lawrence|The well was drilled through the Mc- 





Closkey sand at a depth of 1,847 feet, but 
found that formation dry and was plugged 
back to the Kirkwood sand at 1,750 feet 
and given a light shot. 

Indiana Field. 

The only completions in Indiana were 
in the western section of the State in Pike 
and Sullivan Counties. In Washington 
Township, Pike County, the Ohio Oil Co.’s 
second well on the D. P. Gray farm, Sec- 
tion 32, pumped 25 bbls. Sand was struck 
at 1,100 feet and drilled to 1,104 feet. 
Michael Murphy’s estate drilled a dry 
hole on the southwest corner of the M. 
Dillon farm, Section 32, at a depth of 
1,119 feet. 

In Madison Township, Pike County, the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the southeast cor- 
ner of the J. P. Gladish farm, Section 30, 
pumped 20 bbls. Sand was found at 1,299 
and drilled to 1,233 feet deep. This com- 
pany’s test on the northeast corner of 
the Elijah T. Fowler farm, Section 30, 
was dry at 1,270 feet, and Michael Mur- 
phy’s estate drilled one of the same kind 
in a test on the southwest corner of the 
James T. Rumble farm, Section 36, at 
a depth of 1,350 feet. 

In Turman Township, Sullivan County, 
the Clyde Alkire Oil & Gas Co.’s second 
well on the W. Willis farm, Section 12. 
was dry, and E. R. Riggs drilled a 12-bbl. 
pumper in No. 22 on the M. J. Beard 
farm, Section 1. 


The Lima Field. 

A few completions were made during 
the week in the Lima fields of Northwest 
Ohio, but they were small. In Montgom- 
ery Township, Wood County, Lee & Wil- 
liams drilled a test on the southeast cor- 
ner of the E. Rickard farm, Section 28, 
and the well pumped 20 bbls. In Freedom 
Township, the Home Banking Co.’s No. 3 
on the William Mason farm, Section 25, 
pumped 15 bbls. Sand was found at 1,209 
feet and drilled to 1,280 feet. The Cleve- 
land Fuel Oil Co.’s No. 10 G. and J. 
Cowden farm, Section 29, pumpéd 10 bbls. 

In Allen Township, Hancock County, 
the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 48 on the P. Alex- 
ander farm, Section 35, pumped 3 bbls. 
In Marion Township, the Findlay Dairy 
Co. drilled a light gas well on its lot 
in Section 18 in the city of Findlay. In 
Union Township, Harpst Bros. and others’ 
No. 6 C. W. Deed’s farm, Section 12 
pumped 10 bbls. 

In Washington Township, Sandusky 
County, the Zorn-Hornung Co.’s No. 12 A. 
Neisett farm, Section 12, pumped 12 bbls. 
In Scott Township, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 
26 L. Ory farm, Section 9, pumped 3 bbls. 
Sand was found at 1,266 feet and drilled 
to 1,337 feet. 

In Union Township, Mercer County, G. 
L. Watson’s test on the northeast corner 
of the H. L. Hamilton farm, Section 26, 
pumped 23 bbls. In Gibson Township, the 
Three County Oil Co.’s test on the north- 
west corner of the S. Delzeish farm, Sec- 
tion 31, pumped 10 bbls. 

In Jennings Township, Van Wert Coun- 
ty, W. L. Parmenter’s No. 3 on the R. M. 
Evans farm, Section 17, pumped 25 bbls. 

In Harris Township, Ottawa County, 
the Schultz Lease Oil Co.’s No. 6 Carl 
Schultz farm, Section 20, pumped 8 bbls., 
and the April Oil Co.’s No. 5 on the 
northeast corner of the George Garlock 
farm, Section 20, pumped 4 bbls. 





RECENT CHANGES IN COST RICA 
MAY AFFECT THE OIL BUSINESS. 


There is another revolution going on 
in Costa Rica whic’ may change the 
oil situation somewhar. The present gov- 
ernment has never been recognized by 
the United States, but it is the de facto 
regime and in control of all of the de- 
partments of government. The Associ- 
ated Press on May 20 handled the fol- 
lowing statement: 

A far-reaching plot to overthrow the 
present government of Costa Rica, of 
which President Federico Tinoco is the 
head, has been uncovered by the authori- 
ties. The former President, Alfredo Gon- 
zales, who was deposed last January, at 
which time Tinoco assumed control, other 
officials of the former government and 
German residents here and in the United 
States are alleged to be implicated. <A 
German firm in New York is declared to 
have furnished $100,000 for the organiza- 
tion of a revolutionary movement. 

The brothers of the ex-President made 
an attempt to leave Costa Rica, but were 
prevented by the authorities, and the 
parents and sisters of Gonzales, who were 
granted permission to leave the country, 
took refuge in the American legation, 
where they still are, in spite of the fact 
that their safety has been guaranteed. 

German residents here have been show- 
ing marked activity. Three wireless sta- 
tions have been discovered at Heredia, 
the home city of Gonzales. Other wire- 
less installations have been found _in_ th 


Many Titles Settled 
By U. S. Supreme Court 


MUSKOGEE, Okla., May 23. — Allot- 
ments to Indians enrolled by the Dawes 
Commission will stand against all attack, 
even though an allottee was dead at the 
time of enrollment, and not even the 
Government itself can cancel such an 
allotment. 

This is the gist of an important de- 
cision handed down at Washington yes- 
terday by the United States Supreme 
Court. 

It affects titles to many Indian allot- 
ments in this State and to several valu- 
able oil properties in this section. It set- 
tles the Emma Coker case, involving a 
million dollar allotment in the Cushing 
, field and probably affects the celebrated 
Tommy Atkins case now on trial before 
Judge Ralph D. Campbell, in the United 
States District Court. 

The case in which the decision was 
rendered was that of about 50 heirs of 
Barney Thlocco, a Creek, against the 
Government, wherein the latter was seek- 
ing to cancel the allotment on the ground 
that Thlocco died before the date set by 
Congress for the enrollment of the In- 
dians. This was April 1, 1899. 

The Dawes Commission placed Thloc- 
co’s name on the roll, however, and his 
allotment turned out a veritable gold 
mine, being worth, it is estimated, several 
million dollars. Already about $2,500,000 
worth of oil has been taken from the 
wells on the property and they are still 
producing. 

In the trial before Judge Ralph E. 
Campbell, whom the United States Su- 
preme Court sustained in its decision yes- 
terday, Judge Campbell refused to permit 
the Government to introduce proof to 
show that Thlocco died previous to April 
1, 1899, and was therefore, according to 
the Government’s contention, not entitled 
to an allotment, but he did permit the 
fact to be shown that the Dawes Com- 
mission placed the name on the rolls after 
hearing proof. 

He also held that a federal statute re- 
quiring that certificates and patents of 
allotments of deceased Indians be issued 
to their heirs intsead of to the Indians 
themselves, as was done in the Thlocco 
case, was a mere formality of law and 
that there was no substantial difference. 

Judge Campbell also held that when 
the Secretary of the Interior back in 1906 
cancelled the Thlocco allotment, after 
the Dawes Commission had re-opened the 
case a year or two before for investiga- 
ition, he had no authority to do so. 

On all these points the high court up- 
held Judge Campbell’s ruling. The de- 
cision in effect gives finality to the acts 
of the Dawes Commission, and places 
them beyond attack, as are the records 
of courts of record, in all cases where 
the Commission took proof when the 
names were placed upon the rolls. 

The only difference between the Thlocco 
case and the Tommy Atkins case, a well 
known lawyer said last night, is that in 
the former the Government admits that 
Thlocco lived and died; in the latter, it 
denies there was ever such a person as 
Tommy Atkins. But in both cases, proof 
was taken by the Dawes Commission and 
this, it was believed by this same attor- 
ney, would knock out the Government’s 
contention in the Atkins case, although 
the court permitted the Government ir 
this case to go behind the act of enroll- 
ment. 

The Thlocco case was argued before 
the Supreme Court by attorneys J. C. 
Stone, of Muskogee; Judge C. B. Stuart. 
of Oklahoma City, and John J. Shea, of 
Bartlesville. 








GOODYEAR OIL PROPERTY SOLD. 





Isaac Shuler and E. B. George have 
purchased all of the outstandirig stock 
of the Goodyear Petroleum Co., which 
consists of 360 acres and four wells in 
the Bixby pool. This gives Shuler and 
George 1,100 acres in the Bixby pool with 
800 bbls. production. 





FORMER OPERATOR’S DEATH. 


Dwight Allen, formerly of Coffeyville, 
Kan., and manager of several oil com- 
panies operating in the shallow-sand dis- 
trict, was killed in an automobile col- 
lision at Tidioute, Pa., on May 17. The 
funeral was held in New York. He was 
24 years of age and unmarried. 





HELPER HURT NEAR OKMULGEE. 


Waite Phillips, helper on a lease in the 
Okmulgee district, had three of the fing- 





coast-regions of San Carlos and Colorado. 


ers_of his right hand cut off when it was 
caught between. two joints of casing..~' 


= | =» 
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ANOTHER STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 


Heretofore, the building of NEILL STEEL PIPE 
DERRICKS has been left to whatever rig builders the 


various purchasers of our derricks might select. 





WE ARE NOW READY TO BUILD OUR OWN 
DERRICKS IN OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS. 


We have several crews of experienced NEILL PIPE 
DERRICK builders and are prepared to furnish estimates 
on complete steel drilling or pumping rigs. Also, on 
combination steel and wood rigs——part steel and part 
wood—as desired. 








All work will be attended to promptly and is guaranteed. 


We will be glad to suggest a combination rig that will 
save you money. “As Good As It Looks’’ 





Try Us on Your Next Rig. 


LEE C. MOORE & COMPANY, inc. 0f Oklahoma. 


Shop and Warehouse Office—623 Unity Bldg. 
KIEFER, OKLAHOMA PITTSBURGH, PA. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 
Phone 58 Phone 6340 























INTERSTATE PIPE & CORDAG E. 
COMPANY 


This firm devotes its entire time and energy to the 
PIPE BUSINESS~—we sell nothing else. We are 
accordingly in a position to render the individual 
customer service unequalled elsewhere. 


WHOLESALE JOBBERS OIL COUNTRY PIPE 


We have access to the capacity of six large 
Pipe Mills—try us on your next inquiry. 


Cc. E. SWANSON 


GENERAL SALES MANAGER 


scghenpie TULSA, OKLA. maha meinem 
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California Field Operations 


By C. H. 


MR. DOHENY’S STATEMENT. 





SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., May 18.—E. L. 
Doheny of Los Angeles, a member of the 
State Council of Defense, arrived in this 
city on Saturday. In an interview at the 
Palace Hotel, Mr. Doheny declared that 
the Government will not be able to 
operate the 1,000 wooden ships it is build- 
ing to break the German submarine 
blockade unless immediat steps are 
taken to relieve the crude oil situation. 

Governor William D. Stephens has ap- 
pointed President Max Thelen of the 
State Railroad Commission chairman of 
a committe of three to advise the State 
in dealing with the oil problem. Profes- 
sor David M. Folsom of the Stanford 
University is the second member and the 
third is to be appointed. Thelan and 
Folsom have cleared the way for a most 
thorough investigation of California oil 
situation and to this end “has enlisted 
the co-operation of R. P. McLaughlin, 
State oil and Gas supervisor, who works 
in conjunction with the State Mining 
Bureau. Governor Stephens has thus 
set forth the duties of the committee. 

First—To determine measures to be 
taken to meet any emergency arising 
from the present war. 

Second—To obtain the facts relative to 
the increased production and highest 
utilization of the petroleum resources of 
the State. 

Thelan states that in 1916 there was a 
daily decrease of 35,800 bbls. of oil in the 
California production, and now the de- 
erease in crude oil stored in California 
is 15,000,000 bbls. 

It is stated by the oil interests asso- 
ciated with the Southern Pacific Railroad | 
that if present conditions regarding the | 
withdrawal of oil stocks continues for) 
60 days there will be a complete exhaus- | ( 
tion of reserves by their companies, and | 
that future deliveries now under contract 
will, inside of six months, leave the com- 
pany in a position of absolute distress. 

State Mining Bureau Report 

The threatened shortage of oil in Cali- 
fornia is an important question at the 
present time, and it is of more than pass- 
ing interest to note that private interests 
have regularly supplied the public with 
accurate information. 

The State Mining Bureau, incident to 
its work of supervising drilling operations 
so as to protect the fields from damage 
by water, has just completed the enumer- 
ation of the amount of oil produced dur- 
ing 1916. The figures are based on sworn 
statements from al! producers and show 
a total of 87,063,195 bbis., which is not 
greatly different from the amount pro- 
duced during 1915, notwithstanding the | 2 
fact that drilling activity increased the | 
number of producing wells by 464 and | 
added 6,317 acres to the area of proven| 
oil land. The total figures furnished by | 
the private concerns exceed the official | 
figures, but include fuel burned in the 
field, and make no allowances for water | 
and other impurities in the oil when); 
first produced and gauged. 

The addition to the proven oil land area | 
was principally in Santa Barbara County, | 
in the vicinity of Casmalia and at the| 
Bell Ranch, near Santa Maria. | 

There was a substantial increase inj 
Orange County in the amount of natural : 
gas which was marketed and accurately | 
accounted for. The figures take no ac-| 
count of gas used in the fields but not) 
sold. 

The rate of assessment levied to sup- 
port the work of supervision is based on | 
the amount of oil, gas and oil land. The) 
rate for the coming year amounts to! 
$0.32 per acre of proved oil land and | 
$.000456 per bbl. of oil or per 10,000 cubic | 
feet of gas. The total amount to be col-; 
lected is about $50,000 as against $150,000) 
for the previous year. 

The figures in detail are as follows: 

Oil, Gas, 1,000 








| 








County bbls. cu. ft. Wells. 
PEGEED <<s000%% - 14,048,105 54,370 944 
rere 52,278,238 12,296,800 4,246 | 
Los Angeles ..... 2,400,811 635,840 531 
ee rR 13,048,749 3,242,670 456 | 
Ventura ........+. DORIS: on sevens 32 
Santa Barbara ... 4,361,241 820,900 349) 
San Luis Obispo. . * Soe te is 2 | 
Santa Clara ..... |e ee eee =i 

Twas: a. sscveess 87,063,195 17,050,580 ath 

Shortage of Oil 
The: San Francisco Chronicle says | 


“The whole State now recognizes the | 
responsibility for the Government policy | 
in regard to mineral oil rests not merely 
nominally but actually with the president. 
While the president is responsible for all 


that any of the departments do, no one' |! 


{at the head of the employment bureau in 
|the Standard Oil Building in this city, a 


;}ean be loaded and carried without any 


GILMAN 


would press that responsibility in any 
ordinary case. Obviously, he can not 
even know of most of the acts of the 
heads of departments. 

But the oil situation of this State is 
of such vast importance, and has been 
discussed so extensively, that it is absurd 
to say that the president is not so in- 
formed that he must accept personal re- 
sponsibility for what Daniels and Gregory 
are doing. If there is no change in the 
policy it will be because the president 
himself so wills. 

A direct appeal has been made to the 
president by the president of the Stan- 
ford University, representing the State 
Council of National Defense. 

An official commission, appointed by the 
Governor will represent the same view. 
The facts aré that production of oil in 
this State is not keeping pace with con- 
sumption. Every month shows less stored 





oil. Drilling is checked because the 


| blight of Government curse is over all} 


the new territory known to contain oil. | 

The Government never did the least} 
thing toward developing oil on public | 
lands. Had we depended on the Govern- 
ment, California would never have pro- 
duced a barrel of oil. All that the alleged 
paternal Government has done is to sit 
still and see its property made valuable 
by the discoveries of private individuals 
and then seek to rob them of their re- 
ward. And for the continuance of this 
policy, if it is continued, President Wilson 
and no one else will be responsible. 

There is desperate need of oil. It will 
require time to produce it. It rests with 
the president to say whether we shall 
get it. 

A New Invention. 

Horace G. Morrow, who has for many 
years been identified with the Standard 
Oil Co., and who at the present time is 


department that has assumed no incon- 
siderable importance in view of the many 
changes that have recently come about 
through many of the employes having en- 
listed in the army, states that he is put- 
ting on the market an invention of his 
own, which is called an ‘‘emergency re- 
loading grease gun.’’ Lest some might be 
led to infer that this is intended for war 
purposes, it should be explained that the 
grease gun is nothing more than a squirt 
gun which is used for inserting lubricants 
into the various parts of automobiles 
where oil is necessary, but the particular 
merit claimed for the “gun” is that it 


| possibility of the oil leaking, and having 
a flexible ramrod, the “gun,’’ when loaded, 
is instantly sealed by a brass ball which 
automatically shuts off any possibility of 
the oil leaking or dripping. 

Mr. Morrow is one of the old-time oil 
men, who had an early experience in the 





oil fields of Pennsylvania as long ago as 


when Petroleum Center and Oil City were 
considered frontier towns. Later he fol- 
lowed the fortunes in oil down the river 
to Parker’s Landing and then went with 
the tide of developments up into the 
northern fields of McKean County, and 
while at Bradford, in 1881, he invented a 
device well known to oil men which is 
still in practical use. This is known as 
the ‘‘oil thief’’ and is used for testing oil 
in well tanks by guagers to insure against 
any possibility of dirty oil settlings, etc. 
passing into the pipe lines as ‘‘well runs.’’ 

A. C. Balch, president of the Midlands 
Counties Public Service Corporation, has 
appealed to the State Railroad Commis- 
sion for authority to issue $825,000 of 
bonds and to sell about $200,000 worth 
now, the remainder to be disposed of 
when the company’s net earnings are one 
and three-fourths times the interest 
charges for a year ending 30 days before 
application to the trustee. He wants to 
sell $56,000 of first and refunding bonds 
which are now reserved and use the pro- 
ceeds for retiring bonds now due by a 
Coalinga company. Mr. Balch states that 
there is a tremendous demand for electric 
motors in the various oil fields for drilling 
and pumping machinery. 

April Production. 

Production and shipment figures for 
April, compared with March, show a pro- 
duction increase during April of 5,572 
bbls. daily and a shipment increase aver- 
aging daily 18,929 bbls. Production for 
the month at 269,085 bbls. daily and ship- 
ments at 309,001 bbls. daily show a de- 
mand in excess of production of substan- 
tially 40,000 bbls. Taking the four months’ 
period, Jan. 1 to April 30, as an index 
of conditions, 1,000,000 bbls. per month 
are being withdrawn from storage to meet 
the market requirements. Sixty-three 
wells completed during April yielded an 
initial production daily of 12,440 bbls. 

April Field Summary. 





Field. Rigs. Drg. Comp. Prod. 
oN. weer 2 7 2 23,875 
SS ee 2 24 9,596 
Midway-Sunset ...... 15 104 38 101,723 
Lost Hills-Belridge.. 23 27 9 17,394 
eS re eee 13 58 7 46,841 
Lompoc and S. Maria 7 52 3 14,575 
Ventura Co.-Newhall. 4 32 aie 2,923 
Los Angels-Salt Lake .. 1 a 4,525 
Whittier-Fullerton .. 7 61 2 47,403 
Summerland ........ se * = 155 
WOIRGRVINCG ..6ccn ccs “9 oe ~ 75 

a Ar ree es 9 73 «366 269,085 


63 

Total crude oil stocks April 30, 39,976,386 
bbls. Total shipments from fields, April, 
1917, 9,270,024 bbls. 

April Field Results. 

During the month of April field activ- 
ities as reported from the different dis- 
tricts show no abatement as compared 
with previous months during the present 
year. There was a total of 77 wells com- 
pleted, of which 61 were new producers, 
six were old wells deepened to lower 
sands, seven were dry holes and three 
were gas wells. 

The only well of special importance or 
in the gusher class was the No. 5 well of 
the Union Oil Co. at Maricopa. This 
came in at about 3,700 bbls. a day and 
at last reports was making 3,000 bbls. a 
day. In this field the Standard brought 
in two good wells on Section 36, increas- 
ing their daily output 1,300 bbls. a day, 





and the total new production for this dis- 
trict amounted to 4,900 bbls. per day. 

In the Midway there was a total of 
33 wells, among which the Standard had 
two making 700 bbls. each, the St. Helens 
Petroleum Co. had one of 500 bbls. and 
the K. T. & O. a 600-bbl. well. The total 
increase in new production amounted to 
about 4,500 bbls. per day. 

Six wells were reported from Coalinga, 
making a total of 435 bbls. a day. Of the 
six wells reported from Kern River three 
were dry, being the deep-est wells of the 
Standard, drilled out at the front several 
months ago and only recently dismantled. 

In the McKittrick, Belridge and Lost 
Hills fields 11 completions were reported. 
These, as usual, were mostly shallow 
wells and low-grade oil varying from 11 
to 17 degrees gravity. 

In Santa Maria the Santa Maria Oil- 
fields Co. completed a dry hole in Cat 
Canyon district and the Doheny Pacific 
brought in two new wells at Casmalia, 
making 200 bbls. each, the oil being 11 
and 13 degrees gravity. 

Six completions in the Whittier-Fuler- 
ton field showed nothing of importance 
except the dry hole of the Standard Oil 
Co., which was abandoned at 3,602 feet. 
This was located in the eastern end of 
the La Habra valley, in the Placentia dis- 
trict. 

Ventura County had one dry hole by the 
White Star Oil Co. at 3,100 feet and a 
25-bbl. well by the Bardsdale Oil Co. 

A 10-bbl. redrilled well by the La Brea 
Oil Co. records the Salt Lake field com- 
pletions. 





Wyoming Field 


CHEYENNE, Wyo., May 18.—The Wyo- 
ming oil fields in which there is the great- 
est activity are divided into seven well- 
defined groups, the other fields of the 
State, in some of which there is much 
activity, being widely scattered. The 
grouped fields may be associated as fol- 
lows: 

Byron, Elk Basin, Lovell, Alaki Dome, 
Greybull and Torchlight fields. 

Rawhide, Gooseberry, Little Buffalo Ba- 
sin and Grass Creek fields. 

Pilot Butte, Sage Creek, Winkelman 
Dome, Lander Dome, Dalias, Sheep Moun- 
tain, Sweetwater, Conant, Big Sand Draw, 
Hudson, Government Draw and Schoon- 
maker fields. 

Powder River, Lake Dome, Cottonwood 
Creek Done, Boone Dome and Tisdale 
fields. 

Shannon, Salt Creek, Teapot and Castle 
Creek Dome fields. 

Poison Spider, Oil Mountain, Immigrant 
Gap, North Casper and Midway fields. 

Big Muddy, Cole Creek, East Casper 
and Glenrock fields. 

The scattered fields include the La- 
Barge, Alkali Butte, Spring Valley, Opal, 
Rock Springs, Baxter, Muddy Creek, 
Simpson Ridge, Saratoga, Lost Soldier, 
Big Hollow, Diamond, Medicine Bow, Tol- 
tec, Meriden or John Bunn, Wheatland, 
Insk, Brenning Basin, East Newcastle, 
South Newcastle, Upton, Moorcroft, Sheri- 
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SEYFANG MANUF. 
UNITED HARDWARE & SUPPLY co. ee 


PITTSBURGH 


[F YOU desire STRENGTH in the WELD, LASTING QUALITIES, FREEDOM 
FROM CYRSTALLIZATION UNDER WORKING STRAINS and SMOOTH, 
SHARP THREADS, INSURING TIGHT JOINTS, use SOUTH CHESTER 
WROUGHT IRON CASING, TUBING, ROTARY and DRIVE PIPE. 


LUCEY MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
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PRODUCER EXPORTER 
SHIPPER REFINER 


Western Union 
Codes used: Liebers 
A. B. C., 5th Edition 







Cable Address—Sun-Phila. 


GASOLENE FUEL OIL 
NAPHTHA GAS OIL 
BURNING OILS ASPHALTS 
LUBRICATING OILS FLUX OILS 
CYLINDER OILS PARAFFINE WAXES, ETC. 
OILS FOR ALL SPECIAL PURPOSES TURPENTINE SUBSTITUTES 


SUN COMPANY, puivavecpnia, Pa. 














Steel for Service 


Ten years ago there were no 


Steel Drilling Rigs 


Today they are well recognized, and with many large operators, an almost 
indispensible tool for the drilling of wells. 

The Carnegie Steel Company has played a very large part in this develop- 
ment. Its engineers have had wide experience in designing not only the derrick 
proper, but also the machinery supports, etc., of rigs suitable for the different 
methods of drilling. 

The Carnegie pamphlet—Steel Derricks and Drilling Rigs—contains infor- 
mation of high value and should be in the hands of every oil operator. 


Carnegie Steel Company 
General Offices: Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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dan, LaPrele, Bonanza, Tensleep, Wagon- 
hound, Thermopolis, Alcova, Bates Hole, 
Cody, Lost Cabin and Upton fields. 


In the foregoing list there are enumer- 
ated 78 distinct fields, the majority of 
them in Natrona and Fremont Counties. 
Scattered throughout the State are many 
other localities in which the geological 
conditions are such that oil prospecting 
either now is under way or will be under- 
taken this summer. 


No definite plan for safeguarding the 
investing public against Wyoming oil 
concerns which manifestly or supposedly 
are the machinery through which ‘‘wild- 
eatters’” are amassing fortunes has been 
devised. The State law in this respect, 
as in respect to the protection of Wyo- 
ming oil and gas resources, is inadequate 
to meet the situation. 


The town of Lander is jubilant over the 
bringing in of a well by the Western Ex- 
ploration Co. on the Schoonmaker lease, 
only three miles from the town. This 
discovery brings the proven oil ground 
virtually to the outskirts of Lander, which 
is within from eight to 40 miles of a 
dozen proven fields. The new well, which 
penetrated the oil sand at 1,400 feet and 
was sunk 35 feet into the sand, has been 
shot and will produce about 150 bbls. 
The Schoonmaker lease lies on the Chi- 
cago & Northwestern railroad and the 
new field has no transportation problem. 
The Schoonmaker ground was controlled 
for years by the Wyoming Central Oil 
Co., which failed to develop it and which 
recently sold its rights to the Western 
Exploration Co. The latter company, 
since making this purchase, has expended 
$130,000 in securing oil properties in the 
Lander district. 

The Goshen Oil & Gas Co., which re- 
cently struck a small flow of oil at 900 
feet in the John Bunn field, 60 miles 
northeast of Cheyenne, in new territory, 
is making steady progress with its well, 
which will be sunk to deeper sands. The 
company has secured leases on 45,000 
acres in the vicinity of its strike. 

Oil men are awaiting with interest de- 
velopment which is to be done by the 
Sage Creek Petroleum Co. on the Winkel- 
man Dome in the Wind River Indian Res- 
ervation, midway between the Sage Creek 
field and the Pilot Butte field, inasmuch 
as geological reports indicate that this 
is the only locality in Wyoming in which 
it may be anticipated that heavy black 
oil and light paraffine-base oil will be 
found in the same hole. The light oil, 
it is predicted, will be found in the Da- 
kota formation, about 400 feet below the 
surface, and the heavy oil in the Embar 
formation, 3,000 feet below the surface. 
The Winkelman Dome is almost perfect. 
The oil-bearing structure, which has been 
proven in both the Pilot Butte field andj| 
the Sage Creek field, is continuous. The! 
Sage Creek Co. has secured the Winkel- | 
man and Berianna Indian leases, covering | 
3,260 acres, within which the entire dome | 
lies. The company is backed by Lander | 
(Wyo.) capital and is capitalized at $500,- | 
000. 

Five wells now are drilling on the Alkali 
Butte Dome, 18 miles east of Riverton, 
which is unproven territory 35 or 40 
miles west of the Powder River field. 

New Operations. 

A popular pastime at Casper is guess- 
ing how much the deep Hjorth well in 
the Salt Creek field will yield from the 
second Wall Creek sand. Estimates of! 
the well’'s capacity range from 150 to 
1,000 bbis. a day. 

The Great Divide Oil Co. is drilling in 
the Salt Creek field on a tract adjoining 
the Hjorth holdings. The Ohio Oil Co., 
which has a contract to sink on a portion 
of the Great Divide tract, is moving ma- 
chinery to its first well site. 

Impassable roads continue to delay a 
resumption of activity in the Lost Sol- 
dier field, which at the time of the shut- 
down last fall promised to be second only 
to the Big Muddy field as a center of 
development. 

The increase from 10% to 12%% in the 
royalty rate prescribed in State-land leases 
has caused no diminuition in the demand 
for such leases, which is rapidly increas- 
ing. 

Material is arriving at Casper for the 
first building in Wyoming which is to be 
erected with ‘‘oil money.’’ It will be put 
up by the Oil Exchange Co., of which 
Patrick Sullivan is president, and will be 
a six-story, fireproof structure. 

The Five Hundred Co-operative Oil Co. 
has completed laying a pipe line from its 
well north of Lander to the railroad. This 
line first will be used to transport the 
product of the company’s first well, which 
it is estimated will pump 300 bbls. daily. 
The company is preparing to start its 
second well. 

The Republic Oil Co. has brought in a 








small flow of oil at 225 feet north of Ba- 
sin. Oil rose 65 feet in the hole after the 
strike. The flow has been cased off and 
the hole is being deepened in search of 
a more productive sand. 





WANT LOWER GAS RATES. 





Hearings are being had in New York, 
in the office of Charles Evan Hughes in 
the matter of the application of the 
Brooklyn Borough Gas Co. to prevent the 
Public Service Co. from enforcing the 
terms of the law passed by the last legis- 
lature in New York which fixed a flat 
rate of 80 cents a thousand feet for manu- 
factured gas in the Boroughs of Man- 
hattan and Brooklyn. Mr. Hughes ac- 
cepted the appointment as referee at the 
distinct sacrifice of time and money. 


Must File Well Logs 
With the Commission 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., May 18.—The 
Corporation Commission is mailing out 
the following letter to the producers of 
the State: 

Our oil and 
been organized 
orders will be 
ously enforced. 

We call your attention to Rule 25 
of Order No. 837, as follows: 

“The owner or operator shall, upon 
the completion of any well, file with 
the Corporation Commission a com- 








gas department has 
and all conservation 
promptly and vigor- 


. plete record or log of the same, duly 


signed and sworn to; and upon plug- 
ging any well for any cause whatso- 
ever a complete record of the plug- 
ging thereof shall be made out and 
duly verified on blanks to be fur- 
nished by the Commission.”’ 

You are required to file complete 
record and log of each and every well 
you have failed to report. 

Rule 14, Order 937, provides: 

“All dry or abandoned wells, in ad- 
dition to being plugged as prescribed 
by statute (Sec. 4325 Rev. Laws, Ok- 
lahoma, 1910) shall be filled to the 
surface with mud-laden fluid of maxi- 
mum density under supervision of the 
Corporation Commission or its agent. 
Fresh water, whether above or below 
the surface, shall be protected from 
pollution.”’ 

Rule 25, Order 937, reads: 

“The owner or operator shall, upon 
the completion of any well, file with 
the Corporation Commission a com- 
plete record or log of the same, duly 
sworn to upon forms prescribed by 
the Commission, upon application; and 
upon plugging any well for any cause 
whatsoever, a complete record of the 
plugging thereof shall be made out, 
duly verified, on forms prescribed by 
the Commission, and filed with the 
Commission.” 

Rule 26, Order 937, reads: 

“All oil and gas operators shall, be- 
tween the ist and 10th day of each 
calendar month, take a gauge of the 
volume and rock pressure of all wells 
producing natural gas, and shall forth- 
with report to the Corporation Com- 
mission on blanks prescribed by the 
Commission.” 

On all wells the Commission will re- 
quire reports as above from Sept. 1, 
1915, to date, inclusive. 

CORPORATION COMMISSION, 
J. E. Love, Chairman. 





BUYING LIBERTY LOAN BONDS. 





Anderson & Gustafson, 
petroleum products, with offices in all 
of the principal cities of the country, 
have purchased 42 Liberty Loan bonds 
of the value of $100 each. The bonds 
were a special purchase for the benefit 
of their employes, who will be given the 


dealers in 


| privilege of paying for the bonds in in- 


stallments of $1 a week. When 52 in- 
stallments have been paid the bond be- 
longs to the employe. In other words, the 
firm is giving the employes the privilege 
of helping the Government and at the 
same time making 50% in one year on 
their investment. 





NEW KENTUCKY REFINING CO. 


The Melick Refining Co., which in- 
tended to construct a plant at Lexing- 
ton, Ky., annonuces that the refinery will 
be built at Winchester instead. The com- 
pany, recently organized, has also pur- 
chased production in Powell, Estill and 
other esatern Kentucky counties so as to 
be assured of a supply of crude at all 
times, Initial capacity .will be 2,000 bar- 
rels per day. ” gs j 


GERMANY GETTING ROUMANIAN OIL 


For the first time since the destruction 
of the Roumanian oil properties by the 
Allies to prevent their falling into Ger- 
man hands, a statement has come out of 
Germany. It is in the shape of two news- 
paper paragraphs accompanied by two 
small pictures. The paragraphs refer to 
the Steua Romana, the principal produc- 
ing property in Roumania, and are as 
follows: ‘The company is busy with the 
work of clearing its properties. It has 
already resumed drilling operations and 
the manufacture of petroleum products, 
although to a limited extent. Of the 
stocks of oil a considerable quantity was 
saved owing to the speedy capture of 
Constantza."’ 

Thus it will be seen that the Germans 
are getting something out of Roumania, 
as has been supposed all along. They 
are also driving the production in Galicia, 
which is within the German lines, to the 
utmost limit. 





REFINERY AT OTTAWA, KAN. 


It is stated that J. G. Templin, who is 
an operator in the Paola district is in- 
teresting citizens of Ottawa, Kan., in the 
building of a refinery and that more than 
half of the money has been raised and 
that the other half will be forthcoming 
when needed. Initial capacity is to be 
1,000 barrels a day. 





COLOMBIAN CONTRACTS. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., May 10.—The 
Colombian Minister of Public Works has 
formulated a modification of the law of 
1913 governing contracts for oil lands. 
Until action can be taken by the next 
Congress on the minister’s plan, all re- 
quests for exploitation of oil deposits are 
held in abeyance. 





CREW LEVICK GETS STATIONS. 





It is announced that more than 100 dis- 
tributing stations of the Empire Refin- 
eries Inc., and other Doherty companies 
have been taken over by the Crew-Levick 
Co., also a Doherty subsidiary. No 
changes will be made in the personnel. 
The stations are located in Kansas, Okla- 
homa and Texas. 





Gasoline Blows Up A 
Portion of Texas Town 


GAINESVILLE, Tex., May 19.—Spon- 
taneous combustion is the generally ac- 
cepted reason here for the explosion of 
a carload of gasoline in the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe yards yesterday, 
causing the serious but not fatal injury 
of four men and the loss of property 
estimated at $150,000. 

The impact from the explosion shat- 
tered windows in several parts of Gaines- 
ville and scattered burning oil to a dis- 
tance of about one-quarter of a _ mile. 
The flames, except in the railroad yard, 
however, were quickly extinguished. 

The principal property damage was 
in the destruction of 13 cars containing 
wheat, zinc, spelter, bran, cotton and 
railroad ties. 

The explosion occurred while Yard- 
master Robert Porter and Will Clements, 
a local oil agent, were investigating a 
leak in the car. The other two injured 
men were Barney Seegar, car inspector, 
and Joe Rison, switchman. 








WORKMAN FATALLY INJURED. 





W. R. Bowers, employe.of the Standard 
Oil Co. at the Neodesha (Kan.) refinery, 
was fatally injured May 19 at the refinery 
and died at the hospital several hours 
later. He had taken a bucket of distil- 
late to the top of one of the stills to 
wash the bolts and it is believed that 
the heat from the stills ignited the oil. 
Immediately the unfortunate man was en- 
veloped in flames and the flesh was 
burned from his legs, arms and back. 
Bowers left a wife and three children. 





MEETS UNUSUAL DEATH. 





John Roswell Cash, of the Kansas Re- 
finery at Coffeyville, Kan., fell off a tank 
car standing on the sidetrack into a shal- 
low pool of water and was drowned. 
While no one witnessed the accident, it 
is believed that he was overcome by the 
fumes of the oil from the tank car. This 
theory is sustained by the fact that the 
water in the pond was only six inches 
deep. 
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THE SAFETY PULLING MACHINE CO. 





READY FOR THE ROAD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE SAFEST, STRONGEST AND MOST 
POPULAR PULLING MACHINES 
ON THE MARKET 


Our Safety Pulling Machine on A Mast, 36 feet, full- 
length timbers, semi-steel reel, safety-brake mechanism, 
extra broad gauge, attached truck, good for 2,000 feet. 


Our Safety Special, same as above, with extra heavy mast 
timbers, good for 3,000 feet. 


Mast, 36 feet, full-length timbers, semi-steel reel, single 
brake, attached truck, extra broad gauge. 
Sold by the OIL WELL SUPPLY CO., or address 


THE SAFETY PULLING MACHINE CO. 


INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS 


| We also manufacture the Eclipse Pulling Machine on A 
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OIL EXPANSION BEYOND WAR’S DEMAND 


Tremendous Merchant Shipping Developments Follow Naval Accom- 
plishments From Adoption of Oil as Fuel. 


NEW YORK, May 21.—The submarine, 
the aeroplane, the modern warship, the 
pleasure automobile, the motor truck and 
the oncoming farm tractor are all possi- 
bilities from petroleum development. 

War is a tremendous consumer of oil 
and gasoline and is drawing down the 
stocks of oil above ground throughout 
the world. War’s demand has doubled 
the retail price of gasoline this side of 
the water and multiplied it three and 
four-fold on the other side, where it is 
permitted to be used in peaceful pursuits 
only to a limited extent and under Gov- 
ernment regulation. 

In England no oil is permitted to allay 
the dust on the highways. If you have 
official business, you are permitted a lim- 
ited amount of gasoline at 75 cents per 
gallon. It should thus be measurably 
clear that industrial development from 
oil is held back by the war. The world 
has use outside the war area for all the 
oil that can be produced and transported 
for a long time after the arrival of peace. 

Nevertheless, it may be useful to note 
a few facts concerning naval develop- 
ment under oil supplies, because such 
development opens the way to tremen- 
dous merchant shipping developments 
from oil after the war. The United States 
Government could never have designed 
for its first line battle cruisers a boiler 
installation with 180,000 horsepower with- 
out fuel oil. ‘ 

The projected battle cruisers of the 
United States could not be reproduced if 
required to use coal nor can they be 
remodled for burning coal. 

One of the modern monster war cruisers 
may use 14,000 barrels of oil in 24 hours. 
Although the United States navy is now 
using but a million and a half barrels per 
annum, the estimate of the Navy Depart- 
ment is that it will be using nearly 7,000,- 
000 barrels within six years. It was de- 
clared six months ago at Westminster: 
“If we could describe what the recent 
push has meant in the way of petrol, it 
would stagger Parliament.” 

Assistant Secretary of Navy Roosevelt 
has declared: “It may be set down as 
a definite conclusion that the navy can 
not revert to coal-burning vessels.” 

Fuel oil for the navy, he says, has 
given increased speed and cruising radius, 
control of smoke-screens, reducing fire- 
room forces by 55%, increased the ef- 
ficiency of refueling at sea 25%, given 
ability to sustain maximum speed for long 
periods of time without clogging the fur- 
naces, flexibility in speed and finally 
greater safety from submarines, as in 
modern American ships the fuel oil is 
disposed along the bottom to cushion the 
blow of exploding torpedoes. 

Considering this subject, the United 
States naval consulting board has re- 
ported “that the Mexican oil fields are 
probably the most extensive deposit of oil 
anywhere in the western hemisphere, if 
not in the world. Today Great Britain 
renews her oil fuel from Mexico, and is 
assured thereof only so long as she main- 
tains undisputed control of the seas.’’ 


Oil Stations for Ships. 


Some economists and financiers figure 
ihat the development of the oil industry 
is measurably dependent upon the devel- 
opment of oil supply stations throughout 
the world. You could get coal at any 
shipping port in the world and the price 
before the war was not far from $5 per 
ton. 

Coincident with the building of Diesel 
engine ships must be the establishment 
oil oil-supply stations around the globe. 

The Daniels idea of an oil base in Cali- 
fornia for the United States is an ab- 
surdity. What is wanted for our navy is 
American commercial oil stations. No 
navy can use oil in amount comparable 
with the uses of commerce and only com- 
merce can sustain oil stations around the 
globe. 

Expansion in Mexico. 

Before the European war the eyes of 
the world outside of the United States 
were focussed upon the Panama Canal 
and the nearest oil base thereto for ships. 

The United States has officially opened 
its eyes a bit to the question of oil for 
its naval ships and not long ago appro- 
priated $60,000 to investigate fuel oil and 
gasoline for naval requirements and naval 
Storage; but while the United States now 
is, and has been from the beginning, the 
biggest oil producer in the world, nobody 
seems to have taken the slightest interest 
in building up a mercantile marine for 


‘search work relating to petroleum and 





the United States on the basis of the 
cheapest and largest oil supplies on our 
side of both oceans. 

While the British Government an- 
nounces in Parliament that its mercantile 
shipping is within 5% or 10% of what it 
was at the beginning of the war, except 
so far as commandeered for war service, 
and at the same time declares that its 
naval forces are so rapidly expanding | 
that at the close of this war it will have 
a tonnage equalling the entire naval ton- 
nage of the rest of the world, it is not 
unmindful of the future of its mercantile 
shipping, especially in relation to im- 
provements and developments in connec- 
tion with oil supplies. 

While the British navy is probably tak- 
ing 20,000 bbls. a day from the Mexican 
Eagle Co., a British steamship company 
is negotiating with the Mexican Petro- 
leum Co. for a very considerable part of 
its production in the future. 

The Mexican Petroleum Co. may elect 
to deliver the oil at Tampico or elsewhere 
around the world on six months’ notice. 
Of course no producing company would 
now contract to ship around the world. 
When peace relieves the shipping situa- 
tion the development in oil shipping and 
in fuel oil ships will be tremendous. 

Expanding Shipments. 

The Pan-American Co. has eight steam- 
ers working for the Mexican Petroleum 
Co. and 11 more are due this year. Six 
should be delivered in June and July and 
10,000 tons a month should be steadily 
added to the company’s shipping facili- 
ties. Three ships aggregating 32,000 tons 
are due next year. 

The Union Oil Co. has seven steamers 
taking Mexican Petroleum Co. oil through 
the Panama Canal to South America, and 
the Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey has 
five ships taking its oil north. 

In 1916 the Mexican Petroleum Co. 
produced 12,400,000 bbls. of oil and sold 
10,600,000 for $8,825,000, or a little above 
83 cents per barrel. The cost, including 
bond interest, taxes and depreciation, was 
25 cents per barrel. The production for 
1917 should equal 50,000 bbls. a day, or 
18,250,000 bbls., and it should realize not 
far from $1 per barrel. 





TULSA BANKS AND LIBERTY LOAN. 





Immediately upon the announcement of 
the terms of the Liberty Loan, all of the 
banks in Tulsa notified their customers 
that their services were free and also 
issued circular letters explaining the ad- 
vantages of the Liberty Loan bond and 
why it is so much better than the ordi- 
nary obligation of the Government. The 
result has been that the responses from 
Tulsa are very encouraging. 





CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION. 





WASHINGTON, May 19.—The United 
States Civil Service Commission an- 
nounces an open competitive examination 
June 12 for assistant chemical engineer 
(petroleum), for men only. A vacancy in 
the Bureau of Mines, Department of the 
Interior, with headquarters in Washing- 
ton, D. C., at $1,800 to $2,100 a year, 
and further vacancies requiring similar 
qualifications, will be filled from this ex- 
amination, unless it is found in the in- 
‘terest of the service to fill any vacancy 
by reinstatement, transfer or promotion. 

The duties of the position will be to 
carry on chemical and engineering re- 


shale oil. 





GASOLINE ADVANCED TWO CENTS. 





NEW YORK, May 23.—The Standard 
Oil Co. of New York today announced an 
advance of two cents a gallon in the 
price of gasoline. - 





TRYING TO CUT APPROPRIATIONS. 





Illinois politicians are trying to defeat 
adequate appropriation by the Legisla- 
ture for a systematic survey of the oil 
and gas resources of that State. It is 
said that the reason there has been a 
decline in interest in Illinois oil and gas 
production has been due to lack of scien- 
tific information. The State Geological 
Su¥vey and the oil producers are lined 
up against the politicians and expect to 











The NOR-BRO 


No Swivel Elevator 


Is NOT something NEW as claimed by 
some other manufacturers. This Sucker Rod 
Elevator was invented by us more than 
FIFTEEN years ago, and has been on the 
market during that time. 


WE ORIGINATE—OTHERS COPY 


Buy your NO SWIVEL SUCKER ROD 
ELEVATORS FROM THE INVENTORS 
AND ORIGINAL MANUFACTURERS. 











SOLID STEEL 


V4 NO SWIVEL To 
WORK Loose 
OR BREAK 


ONE SOLID 
PIECE OF 
STEEL 


NOTICE OUR 
HEAVY SIDE TONGUE 


A REAL IMPROVEMENT OVER THE 
OLD STYLE ELEVATOR. No long 
Tongue to break; No Swivel to work loose 
and rattle or break. The JAW is a SPECIAL 
DROP FORGING NOT ASTEEL CAST- 
ING. We also manufacture the standard 
pattern SWIVEL Forged elevator. Our 
PRICES ARE RIGHT. ORDER THE 
NOR-BRO NO SWIVEL ELEVATORS 
THROUGH YOUR SUPPLY DEALER. 
Being SURE to SPECIFY 


NORRIS BROTHERS waxz 


Office and Factory ROBINSON, ILL. 


We have no stores or branches. 








win out, though the chances are reported 
to be against them. 
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REFINERY COSTS IN THE MID-CONTINENT 


Federal Trade Commission Computes Manufacturer’s Costs Through 
Period of One Year. 


As to the cost of producing a gallon of 
gasoline from various grades of Mid-Con- 
tinent crude there have been many 
opinions, but none by those in position 
to know. State boards and commissions 
have been on the job time and time 
again, but never with satisfactory results. 
It has remained for the Federal Trade 
Commission to put the data in under- 





standable and accurate shape in its report 
on gasoline conditions during 1915. 

The following table is based on average 
f.o.b. refinery prices of seven refiners 
using practically nothing but Mid-Conti- 
nent crude and all producing lubricating 
oils. Four of these are large Standard 
refiners and three are medium-sized other 
companies: 


RELATIVE MOVEMENT OF THE MONTHLY AVERAGE ‘COST OF A GALLON OF 
CRUUDE OIL AT THE REFINERY AND OF THE AVERAGE PRICES OF THE 
CHIEF PRODUCTS OF A GALLON OF CRUDE OIL, AS COMPUTED FROM RE- 
PORTS OR REFINERS OF MID-CONTINENT CRUDE TO THE COMMISSION, 1915. 





(All figures in cents per gallon.) 
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* Decrease. 

The average gasoline yield of the group 
was 21%; kerosene, 25%, and fuel oil, 35%. 
The table covers 96% of the refined prod- 
ucts. The yield of fuel oil is relatively 
low. As a large number of small Mid- 
Continent refiners made no lubricating 
oils and consequently had more fuel oil 
left, the fuel-oil average for the average 
Mid-Continent refiners would be about 
42%. 

These refineries using pure Mid-Conti- 
nent crudes in 1915, showed a margin be- 
tween cost of crude per gallon and value 
of 96% of the products from a gallon of 
crude, of 2.35 cents in January; 2.34 cents 
in August; and 3.22 cents in December; 
a large margin and one that increased 
considerably during the year. Between 
January and July, their crude cost per 
gallon was reduced by 0.45 cent; and, as 
the average value of 96% of the products 
of a gallon of crude only decreased 0.23 
cent, their margin was greater in July 





than 
cent, 
cent, 
value. 

Most noteworthy is the fact that while 
their crude advanced 1.28 cents per gal- 
lon, July to December, the refined prod- 
ucts of a gallon advanced 1.93 cents, al- 
lowing for loss. The advance in the value 
of the gasoline fraction alone nearly 
equalled the advance in a gallon of crude. 

Especial interest attaches to the opera- 
tions of a group of Mid-Continent refin- 
ers who operated entirely upon the rich 
crude from the celebrated Cushing pool. 

The table below is based upon the 
yields of four such refineries. Their yield 
per cents, including loss, total 100, as 
they were “skimming plants’ producing 
no lubricating oils or products other than 
gasoline, kerosene and fuel oil. The large 
percentage of gasoline secured (28.3%) is 
notable. 


in January. While crude fell 0.45 
the gasoline fraction only fell 0.12 
and lubricating oil increased in 


RELATIVE MOVEMENT OF THE MONTHLY AVERAGE COST OF A GALLON OF 


CRUDE OIL AT THE REFINERY AND OF THE AVERAGE PRICES 


F THE 


CHIEF PRODUCTS OF A GALLON OF CRUDE OIL, AS COMPUTED FROM RE- 
PORTS OR REFINERS OF CUSHING CRUDE (“SKIMMING PLANTS”) TO THE 


COMMISSION, 1915. 


(All figures in cents per gallon.) 
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In the case of these refineries the margin 
between crude oil and products was not 
only very small, but it was little more 
at the end than at the beginning of 1915. 
The figures were as follows: January, 
1.57 cents; July, 1.26 cents; December, 
1.62 cents. This exceptional situation was 


chiefly due, on the one hand, to the great 
rise in Cushing crude, and, on the other 
hand, to the large percentage of fuel oil, 
which neither covered its share of the 
average crude cost nor rose in propor- 
tion to crude prices. Also, the kerosene 
fraction did not increase in value in pro- 





portion to the advance in Cushing crude 
oil. Other elements in the situation were 
the absence of lubricating oil and the 
relatively low price of gasoline in the 
territory to which their sales were largely 
confined by freight rates. 

Going more into detail, the figures for 
the Cushing refiners show that between 
January and July crude oil decreased 
0.25 cent per gallon; value of products 
from a gallon of crude decreased 0.56 
cent; and, as a result, the margin be- 
tween the two decreased 0.31 cent. This 
was chiefly due to the large decline in 
the gasoline prices received by these re- 
finers, and is to be remembered in con- 
nection with the subsequent discussion of 
the situation in Standard of Indiana ter- 
ritory, where most of their gasoline was 
sold. 

Between July and December the situ- 
ation of these refiners was somewhat im- 
proved; for, while their crude advanced 
2.18 cents per gallon, the products se- 
cured per gallon advanced 2.54 cents, an 
increase in margin of 0.36 cent. This was 
a relatively small improvement, however; 
and it does not show the fact that in 
September some of those refiners made 
little, if any, margin. The average mar- 
gin between the cost of a gallon of crude 
and the value of the products secured 
therefrom fell from 1.26 cents in July, to 
1.21 cents in August, to 0.93 cent in Sep- 
tember; but rose thereafter, as already 
stated, to 1.62 cents in December. 


Riches in Few Years 
From a Small Outlay 


GREYBULL, Wyo., May 22.—The Grass 
Creek Petroleum Co. has purchased the 
royalty rights on oil lands in the Elk 
Basin field from four of the original lo- 
eators of the land for $400,000 cash, the 
transaction adding another to the numer- 
ous authentic stories of remarkable 
wealth made in the Wyoming fields. 

Details were disclosed following the 
increase in the capital stock of the Grass 
Creek Petroleum Co. from $1,000,000 to 
$2,000,000 when the directors set aside 
$140,000 of the new isue to be used to 
acquire additional production. This in- 
crease was authorized by the directors 
in Denver on March 28. 

At the time the deal was consummated 
the stock of the Grass Creek Petroleum 
Co. was selling at $350 per share. The 
company had $30,000 par value of its first 
issue in its treasury and set aside $140,- 
000 from the new issue. At the markst 
price this gave it $595,000 in cash with 
which te make this purchase, and for 
other purposes. 

A spectacular feature of the transaction 
is that the four whe sold their royalty in- 
terests to the company, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. T. Hurst of Greybull and W. J. Jones 
and C. D. Markham of Basin, made an 
original investment in the land of only 
$150 each. For some time they have re- 
ceived from $1,200 to $1,800 each per 
month as _ royalties, representing one- 
eighth of the oil produced from their 
holdings. 

These four with M. A. Kent, L. E. 
Laird, J. D. Cook and C. C. Worland, of 
Worland, Wyo., originally located 2,000 
acres in Elk Basin field. They leased 
the 2,000 acres to another group com- 
posed of nine men, who proceeded to drill 
for oil. The original eight retained one- 
eighth royalty of all oil produced. Oil 
was discovered and the lessees sold their 
leases to the Greybull Refining Co. for 
$275,000. 


This Committee To 
Supervise Purchases 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 19.—The 
Council of National Defense has ap- 
pointed the following committee to super- 
vise the purchase of oil for the Govern- 
ment during the war: 

A. C. Bedford, President Standard Oil 
Co., 26 Broadway, New York city. 

G. S. Davison, President Gulf Refining 
Co., Frick Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

E. L. Doheny, President Mexican Petro- 
leum Co., Los ‘Angeles, Cal. 

B. C. Lufkin, President, Texas Co., 
Whitehall Building, New York city. 

John H. Markham, Jr., Daniels Building, 
Tulsa, Okla. 

H. F. Sinclair, President Sinclair Re- 
fining Co., Equitable Building, New York 
city. 

J. W. Van Dyke, President Atlantic Re- 
fining Co., 3144 Pasayunk Avenue, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ake 

















Oil Region Pioneer, 
John Galloway, Dies 


John Galloway, a pioneer oil man, and 
known in every field in the country, died 
at his home in Jamestown, N. Y., on 
May 20 after a short illness. The end 
was due principally to old age. 

John Galloway first appeared on Oil 
Creek, Pa., in 1861, and from the hour 
of his appearance till his death he had 
been identified with the oil industry in 
its various phases. From the Creek to 
Pithole, back to Petroleum Center and 
all down the line as the business devel- 
oped, Butler and Clarion, Bradford and 
Allegheny, he was always found in the 
game and always in the front rank of 
pioneers and developers who have made 
the industry what it is today, largely 
through their nerve and their unshakable 
faith in. the future. 

Although he was known principally as 
an individual operator, Mr. Galloway was 
for a while associated with the men who 
organized the Pure Oil Co., and though 
he never appeared as a factor in the man- 
agement of the affairs of that corpora- 
tion, his advice was frequently. sought by 
his friends who were in control and as 
frequently heeded. Mr. Galloway at one 
time was a large holder of Pure Oil stock. 

After the development of the Pennsyl- 
vania fields was nearly complete, Mr. Gal- 
loway went to West Virginia and Ohio 
and gradually extended his scope of oper- 
ations as the area of production increased 
till, at the time of his death, he owned 
production in West Virginia, Ohio, Illi- 
nois, Kansas and Oklahoma and gave the 
conduct of his various properties his per- 
sonal attention until about six weeks 
ago, so that the news of his death came 
as a distinct shock to the oil country 
from north to south and west. 

Born in County Durham, Canada, in 
1840, Mr. Galloway spent the first 19 
years of his life on a farm and when he 
left it he almost immediately went into 
the Pennsylvania oil country, which was 
to exercise a dominating influence on his 
entire career after that fateful day when 
he first saw Oil Creek. He is survived 
by a wife and one son. For a long time 
Mr. Galloway made his home in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., but afterward removed to 
Jamestown, N. Y., which has been the 
family residence for 20 years and where 
he spent his declining days. He was one 
of the best story tellers in the country 
and old-timers around the camfires all 
over the oil regions still tell of his ready 
wit in the days when the horizon was not 
all gold. It comforts the thousands who 
knew him and appreciated his companion- 
ship to know that long before the final 
summons he had accumulated a_ hand- 
some fortune and could live just as he 
wanted to, but he preferred the con- 
tinued activity of the game which he 
had played so long and almost literally 
died in the harness. ’ 

In a recent letter to the Oil and Gas 
Journal, Mr. Galloway announced his 
determination to visit Tulsa during the 
springtime, saying characteristically, ‘I 
am one of the has-beens, but if I should 
see something good in sight, I would 
make it pretty lively for my opponents.” 








Impress Oil Tankers 
Into A llies Service 


WASHINGTON, May 22.—In order to 
guarantee a sufficient supply of crude oil 
for the navies of England, France and for 
the United States flotilla of destroyers 
now operating against the submarine 
menace in the North sea, it has been pro- 
posed by the council of National defense 
that all oil tankers owned by United 
States companies, be taken over by 4 
company operating under the British Gov- 
ernment. 


It is understood there is some objection 
to this plan but it is maintained by those 
in favor of the scheme that better result 
of securing crude in Mexico could be 
obtained under British management than 
under that of the United States. 





OKLAHOMANS BUY IN FLORIDA. 


Edward Galt, Roy M. Johnson and other 
producers in the Healdton district have 
just closed a lease for 25,000 acres in 
Florida. One of the tracts offsets 4 
lease which is now being drilled by the 
Dundee Petroleum Co. A vigorous drill- 
ing campaign will be immediately started 
and Mr. Johnson, who has made tyo trips 
to Florida in the recent past, is very en- 
thusiastic. sath 


Cc 
le 


di 
bi 


May 24, 1917. 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 29 





Ciiiailbaiie Will 


Consider New Rules 


At Oklahoma City, on Saturday of the 
present week, the Corporation Commis- 
sion will consider the application of A. L. 
Walker, chief oil and gas conservation 
agent, for the promulgation of certain 
regulations concerning the oil and gas 
business. It is expected that a large 
number of oil men will be present to 
voice their protests against further hin- 
drance to their operations. by official in- 
terference. The rules asked for by Mr. 
Walker follow: 

1. Rules governing plugging oil and gas 
wells and dry and abandoned holes. 

2. Requiring notices of the intention to 
drill, deepen or plug any well or wells 
and of the exact location of each and 
every such well, 

3. Requiring monthly reports ,from all 
oil and gas pipe line companies, showing 
wells connected with their lines during 
the said month and the amount of. pro- 
duction taken therefrom; requiring daily 
reports showing the names of companies 
from which oil and gas is purchased, the 
amount purchased and the location of 
wells and leases from which same is pro- 
duced. 

4. Requiring pipe line companies to 
furnish information on new wells and to 
give the name of the owner and operator 
of such wells and the location of the 
same; and prohibiting connecting with 
wells wherein the conservation orders and 
laws of the State have not been followed 
and wherein natural gas is being wasted. 

5. Prohibiting the shooting of wells in 
soft sands except upon application to the 
Commission and permission therefor. 

6. Providing that the rules and regula- 
tions of the oil and gas department of 
the Corporation Commission shall corres- 
.pond with the rules and regulations of 
the Department of the Interior in refer- 
ence to the drilling of oil and gas wells. 

7. Such further and additional rules, 
regulations and requirements as the Com- 
mission may deem advisable to secure the 
conservation of natural .gas and crude oil 
or petroleum, and to assist in the enforce- 
ment of the oil and gas laws of the State. 








OIL COUNTRY EMPLOYE IS HURT. 





W. H. McCaslin, a field employe on a 
lease near Augusta, had both hands 
lacerated and lost five fingers as the re- 
sult of his hand being caught in a lathe 
in the Bridgeport machine shops. 





SCHOOL LAND LEASES IN OKLAHOMA 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., May 23.— 
Commissioners of the land office awarded 
leases on 42 of the 355 tracts of school 
land for which bids were received Tues- 
day. They adopted a rule rejecting all 
bids of less than $1 an acre bonus. Among 
the successful bidders were: R. D. Wal- 
lace, Weleetka; W. B. Webb, Tulsa; 
Cleveland County Development Co.; W. G. 
Pardoe, Stroud; E. L. Williams, Sapulpa; 
Magnolia Petroleum Co.; C. W. Hughes, 
Norman; Frank Weimar, Lawton; R. E. 
Seamans, Oklahoma City; Eagle Chief Oil 
Co., Alva; S. C. Hivick, Oklahoma City; 
W. C. Chisum, Shawnee; Davis & 
Younger, Oklahoma City. 

Action and appraisement of the Mar- 
land lease that has expired was deferred 
until the next meeting, after the Commis- 
sioners failed to agree. 





GASSER NEAR GROESBECK, TEX. 





HOUSTON, Tex., May 22.—The Mexia 
Oil & as Co. brought in a gas well, esti- 
mated good for 8,000,000 cubic feet, on the 
Halton land near Groesbeck. It is in the 
southern end of the Mexia gas belt. The 
company is rigging to start on the Short 
lease and is now drilling with cable tools 
on the McCline land, five miles west of 
Mexia. 





OPPOSES THE REGULATIONS. 





ARDMORE, Okla., May 22.—A. J. Wal- 
ker was here last night en route from 
the fields to Oklahoma City on a business 
trip. Mr. Walker was formerly with the 
Federal Department in the oil conserva- 
tion service and as such officer he ac- 
quainted himself thoroughly with the 
fields and is one of the best informed 
men on the Healdton situation. Mr. 
Walker is oposed to the regulations which 
the State proposes to make in the fields 
and especially does he oppose the order 
made with reference to the shooting of 
wells. Mr. Walker, together with Ed 
Gwinn, has been named. registration of- 
fice for the oil field district, to register 
those subject to military duties and their 
books will be opened June 5. 





DAMAGING KANSAS STREAMS. 


In spite of the fact that the Ohio Oil 
Co., the Magnolia Petroleum Co. and 
other big operators in the Augusta and 
El Dorado (Kan.) districts have appealed 
to all producers to prevent the pollution 
of the waters of the streams and the 
killing of fish, there is still a great deal 
of complaint that the smaller operators 
do not conform to the rules which were 
laid down by the larger companies. The 
county attorney has notified all concerned 
that he is going to take such action as 
will cause some of the offenders to re- 
gret it for quite a long time. 





IMPORTANT OIL SUIT DECIDED 
BY OKMULGEE DISTRICT COURT. 





At Okmulgee, Okla., in the district court 
before Judge E. B. Hughes, an important 
oil-land case was decided, the property 
involved being valued at $1,500,000. The 
plaintiffs in the suit were Louisa Barnes, 
Winnie Barnett and Rose Carwile, all of 
negro or Indian blood, and the defendants 
were C. F. Lynd, M. G. Clark, Fred 
Storm and the Producers Oil Co. The 
defendants are the fee owners of the land 
now and the plaintiffs claim prior title 
rights. According to the Okmulgee Demo- 
crat, the section of land involved was 





originally allotted to Ben Smith or Lewis, 
who died before attaining his majority. | 
His mother was Annie Smith and his} 
father was Will Smith. After both the | 1 Sal : er 
mother and son were dead, the title of | Star, at Miami, Tex., a town which can 


the land was sold by the father and event-| "°t be located on any map, sent in a 
ually passed on to the defendants. | report on May 22 that a well had been 


The plaintiffs in the case are all half-| brought in at Caddo, La., making 72,000 
sisters of Annie Smith, the mother of| bbls. a day. Nobody in Tulsa or in other 
Ben Lewis. They claimed that their | places could be found who had ever heard 
sister was never married to Will Lewis; of the well. 
that Ben Lewis was an illigitimate child | 
and that therefore the land, on the death| TO PREVENT GASOLINE SHIPMENTS. 
of Annie Smith, reverted to them. The| 
court decided that Ben Lewis, under the} 
law, was a ligitimate child and that the | mass meetings to prevent the shipment 
Jand was inherited properly by his father. | of casinghead gasoline, before it is mixed 
| through the corporate limits and an- 


PLEASURE LICENSES IN ENGLAND. | nounce that they are going to resist the 
| handling of such freight to the limit. 

{ 

| 


So frequent had become the complaints | 
to the Petrol Control Board of England | 
that the licenses were being violated and | 
that persons were purchasing petrol for | It is stated in the Eastern papers that 
pleasure trips, that the Board has insti-| those producers and marketers of natural 
tuted a rigid investigation, and hereafter| gas who own and operate casinghead 
persons who use their motors merely to! gasoline plants, will organize a branch 
take them to and from business or for | of the Natural Gas Association of Ameri- 
pleasure trips will not be permitted to| ca to work in conjunction with the parent 
buy any grade of motor spirits and will| organization and also with the indepen- 
be prosecuted vigorously if they make}! dent organization of the casinghead gas 
false representations to the dealers. | producers. 





WILD REPORT OF BIG WELL. 





A correspondent of the Kansas City 








Citizens of Ardmore have had two 











BRANCH OF GAS ASSOCIATION. 
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that survives 
the hardest drilling 


trengt 


Scraped and strained as it pounds its 
way down to oil sand—this sturdy 
Columbian Cable comes through as 
tough and springy as ever. 


Next cable you run—Use Columbian 


Our booklet ‘‘How they put the Able 
into Columbian Cable’’ tells 
about this long-lived cable. 


COLUMBIAN ROPE COMPANY 


AUBURN, N. Y. (The Cordage City) 
At all NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY Stores 


more 
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EDWARD DOHENY OIL PIONEER IN MEXICO 


Famous Californian Among Those 


Present in Beginning of Things in 


The Oil Line Around Tampico, So Was Canfield. 


(C. W. BARRON, in Wall Street Journal.) 


The Mexican problem can be studied 
better at Tampico than elsewhere in 
Mexico. Here the cicilization and busi- 
ness forces of Europe and America have 
opened the jungle of the prairie, tapped 
the greatest oil basin in the world, hanes- 
ed it, piped it to the Gulf Coast, and 
here light and enlightment, work and 
wages invite human deyelopment. Here 
is the American boom town of Mexico, 
grown to 50,000 population, with asphalt 
paved streets, business blocks, markets 
and parks. 

Here in turn the warring factions of 
Mexico fight for the privilege of protect- 
ing and taxing the developing properties 
about Tampico. Here the new order meets 
the old. The native Mexican, more than 
two-thirds the population of the country 
giadly accepts the extended hand. 

The Anglo-Saxon, the Buropean and the 
American are welcome throughout Mexi- 
co. “Gringo”’ is only a border term. 

What, then, is the Mexican problem? 

It is the problem of one civilization and 
one order, one rule and procedure, in con- 
tact with another civilization, another 
order, procedure and morality. 

This is the problem belting the world. 
It is the problem of China, it is the prob- 
lem in Eygpt, it is the whole of the south- 
eastern question. It is the issue that 
blazes in Northern Burope 

Here the issue is complicated because 
the oncoming order finds not only one 
but two civilizations already in the field 
and more or less in conflict for four hun- 
dred years. 

Goverments in Europe are breaking up. 
Governments in Mexico are one after an- 
other breaking down; but the breakdown 
in Mexico has no more relation in its 
causes to the United States that has the 
European war, as the facts when ulti- 
mately presented before the American 
people must clearly demonstrate. 

But it was not with any purpose to 
theorize on the Mexican problem that the 
writer last month took a filing trip across 
the country and the Gulf to Tampico and 
studied the resources of Mexico in the 
Tampico-Tuxpam oil fields to get the 
facts of the existing situation and note 
the factors springing therefrom related to 
American investments. 

Tampico has a broader meaning in the 
American investment field than is yet 
generally realized. The development of 
the gold fields of South Africa has been 
important not because of the South Afri- 
can war costing England $1,200,000,000, 
but because the output of South African 
gold affected the civilization and the eco- 
nomic and social order of the world. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico City and the west 
coast of Mexico are today as Mexican as 
ever—both in order and disorder. But 
Tampico and Tuxpam are international 
and are basic in the economic and social 
progress of both Europe and America and 
possibly of Asia. 

Here is the British naval oil base. Here 
before the war were the German experts 
studying the future erlations of German 
commerce to the oil supply of the world, 
which later may center in Mexico. 


The American Pioneer. 

American pioneers, however, were first 
in the field and American business talent 
and American capital have maintained 
leadership without Government invitation, 
support or even recognition. 

It is a popular misconception in the 
United States that the people of Mexico 
have been, or are about to be exploited 
in the interest of the Standard Oil refin- 
eries, the Guggenheim smelters or the 
Hearst ranches. Nothing could be further 
from the facts as related to the present 
situation. 

The wealth of the world is planetary 
wealth until it is lifted by human dis- 
covery, human forces and human hands 
into human uses. The agricultural wealth 
of the world giving food to man is from 
the sun through the soil by labor. The 
mineral and oil wealth of the world is 
by human discovery, engineering, ma- 
chinery, finance and complex forms of 
human labor. Almost universally have 
the nations of the earth recognized right 
by discovery in underground wealth and 
thus invited its discovery and develop- 
ment. 

Under the administration of President 
Diaz, Mexico was opened to the outside 
world, which was invited to pour in its 
talent, money and skill to lift to the sur- 


face the undeveloped resources of the 
country, teach the unskilled labor of the 
land and put Mexico, its people and its 
resources in the way of modern develop- 
ment and civilization. 

What are now. the oil fields of Mexico 
were formerly the ‘bad lands’ of the 
jungle and the plain. The black asphalt 
oozes softened the soil and enmeshed and 
swallowed up cattle, horses and wild ani- 
mals. They were in 1900 as they had 
been for 1,900 years, worse than valueless. 

Edward L. Doheny, American engineer, 
prospector, miner and pioneer developer 
in the oil of Los Angeles, was with his 
partner in receipt of an income of $300,- 
000 a month when they entered Mexico 
in 1900 to prospect for petroleum. They 
were not freebooters, seeking conquest or 
the exploitation of people, laws or govern- 
ment. They were looking to do in Mexico 
what they had done in California and 
with their own fortunes lift values of this 
old planet to the surface, under Mexican 
laws, treaties and customs and with the 
aid of Mexican labor. Diaz and Mexico 
had invited outside talent and money; 
Boston money had built the railroad from 
Arizona to the port of Guayamas on the 
Gulf of California and from El Paso to 
the City of Mexico with a branch to Tam- 
pico. 

Into the Jungle They Went. 

Into the jungle from Tampico to Tux- 
pam went Doheny and Canfield by foot 
and on horseback. They located the oil 
seepages. They sought out the owners 
of the lands. First they bought 450,000 
acres 35 miles west of Tampico and later 
170,000 acres in various tracts suuth to- 
ward Tuxpam. They paid from 60 cents 
per acre upward and astonished the Mexi- 
can people by the prices paid for such 
unproductive lands. They were advised 
against such large prices by the Mexican 
lawyers, landowners and statesmen. 

But the Americans retorted that the 
price was immaterial if they found what 
they were after; they would not hesitate 
or haggle. The Mexicans named their 
own terms, took the cash and delivered 
title deeds running back through genera- 
tions, some titles making a heavy volume. 

The Americans cleared the jungle and 
made it a ranch. They built blacksmith 
shops, ship yards, warehouses, water lines 
and hospitals. They drilled for oil, de- 
veloped the Mexican Petroleum Co. and 
brought forth the biggest oil gushers in 
the world. Pipe lines and railways pre- 
ceded and followed the gushers. British, 
Dutch, Waters Pierce and some Standard 
Oil and Southern Pacific interests came 
in, but the American interests stand at 
the head. 


No Dispute With Government. 


Nowhere have these interests disputed 
with the Government, refused their due 
taxes or co-operation with the local and 
national authorities. The only complaint 
against them was that they raised wages 
from less than 20 cents a day to a mini- 
mum of $1 a day and made native Mexi- 
cans into blacksmiths, carpenters, ship- 
builders and engineers at $3.50 a day in 
gold. 

It has been a new economic area, it has 
been a development. It has not been a 
conquest or an exploitation either of peo- 
ples or of governments, and the same 
may be said of all the other interests, 
British and American, in mining and in 
agriculture, in Mexico. 

The fighting in Mexico has not been 
with or concerning American or foreign 
interests. The fighting has been between 
local factions, leading families, political 
parties, the ins and the outs. 

The strife has been for the possession 
of the citadel and the reins of government 
at Mexico City. There has been donger 
to the American interests only by reason 
of their location at times between the 
conflicting forces, but neither the Ameri- 
can nor the foreign interests have so 
much as possessed arms for their own de- 
fense. No guns are allowed on any of 
these oil properties nor are they desired. 
Their possession would be a menace be- 
cause they would be desired and fought 
for by the politically contending forces 
and the roving bands that at times over- 
run Mexico from north to south and east 
to west. 

Tampico Harbor. 

When, a generation ago, the Boston 

| people plowed the railroad line from Atch- 





ison to Santa Fe and across the great 
American desert into California, they had 
great hopes of traffic from the Mexican 
Centra! line they built from El Paso to 
connect with the City of Mexico, a thou- 
sand miles distant. They believed it 
would be a great feeder to the Atchison. 

In this they were disappointed, but they 
still had the courage to build a branch to 
Tampico, hoping therefrom to make a 
new port for the development of the 
interior of Mexico. They had no thought 
of oil and no other thought than the 
wealth of the great high plateau in the 
center of Mexico. 


For years the Atchison folders printed 
the Mexican lines almost as their own. 
Today on the Atchison folders, connec- 
tions north, even into Canada, may be 
traced, but Mexico is a foreign country 
upon which the railroads need not waste 
paper in maps or timetables. A thumb- 
nail corner in the Santa Fe map shows 
Mexico, and on it, from Mexico City to 
the Rio Grande, on the coast is a wilder- 
ness broken only by the harbor of Tam- 
pico. 

To all American lines meeting at El 
Paso the business in and out of Mexico 
has been for more than 30 years a dis- 
appointment. 

It is now clear that the greatest devel- 
opment in Mexico may take place from 
the coast, and through her oil wealth. 
From the Rio Grande to Tampico the 
Gulf coast of Mexico is largely an unpene- 
trated jungle, rich in natural resources 
and capable of maintaining a population 
of many millions. 


Tampico harbor is simply the mouth of 
the Panuco River and the city is nine 
kilometers from the jetties which defend 
the river mouth from the lashings of the 
Gulf waves. Tampico is capable of in- 
definite development as a port. It has 
a large water basin to the south and an- 
other to the northwest, while from near 
the mouth of the river runs a Government 
canal almost due south, defended from 
the Gulf by a narrow strip of land. This 
Chijol Canal enters the great lagoon of 
Tamiahua, which is continued by another 
waterway near the coast almost to Tum- 
pam. Therefore, for almost the entire 
100 miles between Tampico and Tumpax, 
there is inland water transportation for 
barges and shallow steamers just inside 
the coast line. 

Between the Chijol Canal and the Pa- 
nuco River are the termini of the Mexi- 
can Petroleum pipe lines with tank farm 
and Tankville, with altogether 103 tanks, 
each filled with 55,000 bbls. of oil. There 
is also a storage basin carrying more 
than 800,000 bbls. of oil. Here are the 
machine shops, carpenter shops and ship- 
building plant, piers that will automati- 
cally load the largest steamers in a few 
hours and a topping plant to take the 
gasoline or distillate from the crude oil. 
About 10% of the oil is gasoline and its 
removal does not impair the fuel quali- 
ties of the 90% remaining. 


Here also on the east side of the river 
front are the Standard Oil and Royal 
Dutch works. On the other side of the 
river are the Pierce Oil refinery, the rail- 
road terminal and a magnificent Govern- 
ment wharf. 





The mouth of the river is being dredged 
by co-operation between the Carranza 
Government in control at Tampico and 
the oil interests, more than a dozen Amer- 
ican companies co-operating to advance 
the money, the same to be repaid from 
taxes on a part of the increase of their 
business. Under this arrangement the 
Mexican Eagle, Lord Cowdray’s company, 
advances 25% and the Mexican Petroleum 
Co. 33 1-3%. 

Picturesque Ebano. 

The first oil developments began at 
Ebano, 35 miles west, on the railroad from 
Tampico. Here the Mexican Petroleum 
Co. has now 450,000 acres, bounded on the 
north by the Tamesi River and reaching 
almost down to the Panuco River, the 
general direction of which is parallel with 
the Tamesi River. Here is the heaviest 
oil, while as ,one goes south the oil is 
lighter and increases in commercial value. 

Ebano is one of the most picturesque 
towns im Mexico, an American creation, 
of Mexican architecture, covering a beau- 
tiful mound rising nearly 200 feet above 
the plain, now a fertile ranch, the whole 
reminding one of the beautiful Italian 
villages set on a hill; but ranch and hill 
were 17 years ago a jungle thicket with 
no life but that of the tiger, the serpent, 
the parrot and all the animal and bird 
life of the jungle. 

From this point the railroads of Mexico 
are furnished their fuel oil (the contract 
for which is held entirely by the Mexican 
Petroleum Co.). With the railroads work- 
ing at their capacity in a settled country 
they would be consuming 12,000 bbls. a 
day, but at present less than 6,000 bbls. 
are taken and the proceeds are credited 
on the company’s tax bill. The tax is 
about 5 cents per barrel for exported oil. 

Until Mexico has settled down, it is not 
worth while to dwell upon the oil or 
agricultural wealth here or the few mil- 
lions here first invested, for the wells 
farther south are abundantly sufficient to 
fill four times the present pipe lines and 
four times the available ocean tonnage. 





CRACKING PLANT ALMOST READY. 





The O’Neal Refining Co. is getting its 
cracking plant on the Doheny properties 
at Casmalia, Cal., ready and expects to 
start operations by the middle of June. 
It is believed that by this process the 
grade of 10 gravity oi! can be raised to 
14 and 18 gravity. The process is a new 
one and the Casmalia experiment has 
been watched with interest by all of the 
producers in California. 





DID NOT LAUGH AT DEATH. 


It was stated in the Oil and Gas Journa! 
last week that William Goghill, who was 
killed near Chelsea, Okla., laughed at the 
chance of premature explosion. of the 
glycerine charge which ended his life. The 
statement was made on the authority of 
the Tulsa papers, as was also the fur- 
ther statement that he was a worker 
on the lease when as a matter of fact 
he owned the property and was one 0! 
the most highly respected citizens of 


-| Chelsea. 


























Yorke Indestructible 


Steel Drilling Rigs, 
and Steel Derricks 


The standard portable der- 
rick of the world. Three 
hours required to erect it 
and two hours to take it 
down. One derrick will 
drill a hundred wells. Sells 
for same old price. Every 
kind in stock. 





YORKE DERRICK CO. 
WASHINGTON, ie 
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New Mexico Holdings 
To Be Well Tested Out 


ALAMOGORDO, N. M., May 18.—For 
20 years it has been believed by many 
that oil existed in various parts of New 
Mexico, especially in the vicinity of 
Alamogordo. In the enormous salt flats 
west of this city are found many indica- 
tions that both oil and gas exist in this 
valley. Most noticeable of these indica- 
tions are the gas mounds, locally known 
as “The Twin Buttes.’’ Geologists who 
have visited these fields are unanimously 
of the opinion that they are indications 
of oil and gas, and the belief is universal 
that when oil is struek many records will 
be broken in the gusher line, because of 
the terrific pressure from below that is 
apparent along the syncline. 

Several years ago one operator backed 
his opinion to a depth of 1,800 feet, but 
he spent his money in a hole about 20 
miles southeast of what scientists now 
believe to be the oil and gas area. But 
even in his well he struck, at a depth of 
approximately 1,200 feet, a flow of oil 
that came in with a terrific gas pressure, 
which led the operator on a few hundred 
feet; but the water flow became so great, 
with the crude methods in use at that 
time, that the drillers became discour- 
aged, destroyed their hole and abandoned 
the work. 

As an evidence that the Alamogordo 
fields are attracting important operators, 
only last week J. Q. Tabor and Volney B. 
Leonard made a close inspection of the 
field, accompanied by engineers, and it is 
believed that extensive work in develop- 
ment is planned. Col. Tabor was the 
manager of the Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
ever since its organization until recently, 
with headquarters at Houston, Tex., and 
is recognized as one of the ‘‘captains”’ of 
the oil industry. Though he has severed 
his connection with Magnolia Petroleum, 
Col. Tabor is understood to be still heav- 
ily interested in the company, as well 
as in The Texas Co. Volney B, Leonard, 
who has headquarters in El Paso, Tex., 
made his reputation as a promotor in the 
boom gold mining camps of Nevada, 
where he acquired the title of ‘Lucky 
Leonard.” Leonard was a bank clerk in 
Denver before going to Goldfield, but so 
golden were the smiiles of fortune upon 
him that from a bank clerk he_ evolved 
into the capitalist class in less than two 
years’ time, with a hundred thousand dol- 
lars to the good. Now comes rumor and 
says that Tabor, Leonard and Prof. Fay- 
ette A. Jones, president of the New Mex- 
ico State School of Mines at Socorro, N. 
M., are organizing an oil exploration cor- 
poration for the purpose of developing 
the oil resources of New Mexico. Prof. 
Jones is recognized as the leading geol- 
ogist of the Southwest and only lately 
made an examination of the Alamogordo 
fields, spending several days in The work. 
Prof. Jones is authority for the statement 
that the Alamogordo field bears every geo- 
logical evidence of containing oil and gas. 
A number of companies are organizing to 
operate in this field, notably the Otero 
Oil & Gas Co., Alamo Oil & Gas Co. and 
the Standard Petroleum Co. 








REPORT FROM LOWER CALIFORNIA. 





According to a report coming from En- 
sanada, Lower California, that town of 
mystery and romance, oil has been dis- 
covered four miles from there by work- 
men in grading an automobile highway 
along the coast. A well is being drilled 
by Governor Cantu of Lower California 
and may prove up a large area of terri- 
tory. For years there have been rumors 
of oil finds in Lower California, but this 
is the first authentic story of develop- 
ment being projected: 





DOHERTY MEN AND LIBERTY BONDS 





Every employe. of the Doherty Com- 
panies in Oklahoma can own a Liberty 
Bond. The parent company has already 
subscribed for a- large share of these 
bonds and they will be sold to the em- 
ployes in installments, on liberal terms 
without repayment of the interest. Em- 
ployes are invited to subscribe and to 
make payments in tem monthly or forty 
weekly payments: Twenty dollars is the 
minimum subscription which ‘will be ac- 
cepted. -° 





SINCLAIR DIVIDEND CHECKS COMING 





Oklahoma stockholders of the Sinclair 
Oil & Refining Corporation ‘are receiving 
their dividend checks. This is the regu- 
lar quarterly dividend paid to stockhold- 
ers.of record May 1. — ~ 





BRADFORD TO ERECT MEMORIAL 
- TO THE LATE FATHER COONAN: 





Scattered throughout the oil regions of 
the country are hundreds of people who, 
while they have acquired new homes else- 
where, look back to Bradford, Pa., as the 
“old home.’’ For many it was the place 
of their birth, while others were attracted 
there by the hope of fortune flowing from 
the ground. In going over in memory 
the days of the past, and calling up the 
familiar figures of the old days, one, in 
particular, stands out prominently in the 
memory of every one, regardless of reli- 
gious faith—Father Coonon. Considering 
the many years that he spent in Brad- 
ford, Father Coonan could almost be re- 
garded as a native of this pioneer oil 
town. He saw its growth from practically 
nothing to a prosperous city,.and was a 
part of it. His genial smile and pleas- 
ant words are well remembered; and 
when the news of his death, in November 
1915, was announced, the sorrow among 
oil men everywhere was as general and 
as genuine as it was in his own city. 
Many to whom the sad news came were 
former members of his congregation,— 
boys and girls who had grown up under 
his care, and who felt in his death a per- 
sonal loss. 

Father Coonan’s friends, whoever and 
wherever they are, will be glad to know 
that an appropriate monument is being 
erected to his memory in St. Bernard’s 
ehurch, Bradford. A main altar, of Car- 
ara marble, at a cost of $5,000, is to be 
his memorial. This amount is being sub- 
scribed by his former parishoners and by 
the citizens of Bradford, and the names 
of the donors will be encased within the 
altar. Many of his friénds and admirers 
elsewhere have expressed the wish to 
share in placing a suitable monument to 
his memory; this they can do by sending 
their names and subscriptions to his suc- 
cessor, the Reverend David F. Hickey, 
LL. D., Bradford, Pa. The altar will be 
completed about the middle of June. 


To Drill Spot Historic 
In Eastern Oklahoma 


Citizens of Eufaula, Okla., have organ- 
ized a company and located an oil well 
on one of the most historic spots in the 
entire Southwest. It is just in the cor- 
near of the Creek, Choctaw and Cherokee 
reservations and is marked by a freak 
of nature in the shape of a rock which 
has for generations exercised a supersti- 
tious and uncanny influence over the In- 
dian tribes. The rock is over 150 feet 
high and is about 100 feet in diameter. 
It is shaped something like a monster 
haystack and on the top grows a lone 
tree, which is said to be the resting place 
of the American eagie, from which height 
he views the surrounding landscape. 


In the old days of the Territory, when 
the Indians came to Oklahoma from Ala- 
bama, Georgia and Florida, the little tree 
was there, and it still stands about the 
same height as it did when the Indians 
first gathered in Oklahoma. There is a 
lot of strange heiroglyphics that no man 
of any nation has been able to under- 
stand. They are supposed to be the work 
of the Mound Builders, but no one knows. 

The Indians have believed that these 
heiroglyphics indicafe some sort of a 
secret, and perhaps marks the spot where 
a burial treasurer may be found or per- 
haps where oil was found in the early 
days. Opposite the standing rock is the 
entrance to ‘Endless Cove.’’ Many have 
undertaken to explore this cave, but its 
farthest recesses are still unexplored. One 
party, becoming lost, remained therein 
48 hours before finding the way out. 

There is much mystery surrounding 
both the cave and the rock as it stands 
and although the river winds deep and 
dark around all sides of the rock, no In- 
dian will bathe therein because of a 
superstition that large boa constrictors 








‘make their home in the cave and the 
.spirits of fifty-four Spaniards who, acord- 


ing to tradition, lost their lives here also 
haunt this spot. 


It may be that monster rattle-snakes 

found here are responsible for this tra- 
dition. One of the most reliable explor- 
ers of them all, Captain Dorsey, reports 
to have seen one which was between 14 
and 15 feet long and as large around the 
body as a five gallon keg. 
_Right now the oil men are invading 
this picturesque country, and a well has 
been started by Eufula people which 
means that should oil be found there will 
be the usual rush of people into the 
loneliest of all neighborhoods in the State 
Oklahoma. 














We Can Save You 
Money by Eliminating Waste 


The Westinghouse Turbo-Generator is fast coming into 
use in the refinery as a “‘pressure reducing valve’’, because 
while reducing steam from boiler pressure to 5 or 10 Ibs. for 
use in the still, it furnishes electric current for light and power 
on energy formerly wasted. 

No plant is too large or too small to benefit by this 
application. 

Write for descriptive leaflets 3844 and 3869. 


Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co. 
East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Sales Offices in all Large American Cities 





WESTINGHOUSE 


Westinghouse 














OKLAHOMA IRON WORKS 


Manufacturers and Wholesalers 


Oil Well Drilling and Fishing Tools, Rig Irons, 
Pumping facks, O. K. Sand Reels. 


Offices and Works, TULSA, OKLA. 


OKLAHOMA TOOL & SUPPLY 
COMPANY 


Oil Well Supplies, Pumping Jacks, Rig Irons, Casing, Line 
Pipe, Tubing, Pull Rods, Sucker Rods, Mill Supplies. 


Agents for American Wire Lines and Waterbury Manila Cables. 


Main Offices, TULSA, OKLA. ' 


OKLAHOMA STRUCTURAL 
STEEL COMPANY 
Steel Frame and Corrugated Iron Buildings for 


CASING-HEAD GASOLINE PLANTS 
and OIL REFINERIES 


Steel Loading Racks, Coil Supports and Miscellaneous Steel. 


Offices and Works, TULSA, OKLA. 
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NATURAL GAS ASSOCIATION’S TWELFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 





The Attendance was Large and Enthusiastic, the Exhibits Numerous and Papers on Various Subjects Interesting and 
Instructive—Patriotic Address by President A. C. Bedford, of the Standard Oil Company, Aroused Wildest 
Enthusiasm—President Joseph F. Guffey Re-Elected and Louisville Selected as Next Convention City. 


(By JOSEPH W. ORR.) 

BUFFALO, N. Y., May. 17.—The 12th 
annual convention of the Natural Gas 
Association of America opened Monday 
morning in the Broadway auditorium 
under .the most encouraging conditions, 
weather included. 

Visitors are already here from practi- 
eally every State in the Union and more 
expected tomorrow when the convention 
proper opens with scientific papers on 
many phases of the gas business. 

Officers of the association state that 
the attendance this year appears to be 
at least 40 per cent greater than that of 
any previous meeting of the association. 

There are 140 booths in the big hail 
already opened by exhibitors. Manufac- 
turing companies are represented whose 
management declares will do a business 
this year aggregating $150,000,000. 

All the machinery and appliances used 
in producing and delivering natural gas 
are being shown in great variety and 
scientifically exploited by men who are 
leaders in their profession. The booths 
that are occupied include the following: 


Ajax Iron Works, Corry. 
Anchor Packing Co., Pittsburgh. 
Bessemer Gas Engine Co., Grove City. 
Blodgett, G. S. Co., The, Burlington. 
Borden Co., Warren. 
Bryant Heater & Mfg. Co., Cleveland. 
Builders Iron Foundry, Providence. 
Byers, A. M. Co., Pittsburgh. 
Bovard & Seyfang Mfg. Co., Bradford. 
Carnegie Steel Co., Pittsburgh. 
Chaplin-Fulton Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh. 
Clark & Norton Mfg. Co., ‘Wellsville. 
Cleveland Gas Meter Co., Cleveland. 
Colona Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh. 
Columbian Rope Co., Auburn, N. Y. 
Columbus Heating & Ventilating Co., 
Columbus, O. 


Continental Supply Co., St. Louis. 

Cooper, C. & G. Co., Mt. Vernon, O. 

Dayton Pipe Coupling Co., Dayton, O. 

Davison, N. C., Gas Burner & Welding 
Co., Pittsburgh. 

Domestic Eng. Co., Dayton. 

Dresser, S. R. Mfg. Co., Bradford. 

Equitable Meter Co., Pittsburgh. 

Estate Stove Co., Hamilton, O. 

Foxboro Co., The, Foxboro, Mass. 

Frick Packing Co., Palmyra, N. Y. 

Gas Appliance Co., Cleveland. 

Gas Record, Chicago. 

General Fire Extinguisher Co., 
dence. 

General Gas Light Co., Kalamazoo. 

Germer Stove Co., Erie. 

Gilfillan Machine Works, Ebenezer, N.Y. 

Goodrich, B. F. Co., Akron. 

Gwynn Gas Burner & Eng. Co., Pitts- 
burgh. 

Guardian Gas Appliance Co., The, Cleve- 
land. 

Hart Mfg. Co., Cleveland. 

Hays Mfg. Co., Erie. 

Hazard Mfg. Co., Chicago. 

Heeter, C. M. Sons & Co., Inc., Butler. 

Hewitt Rubber Co., Pittsburgh. 

Imperial Belting Co., Chicago. 

International Hale Gas Mixer Co., De- 
troit. 

Iroquois Natural Gas Co., Buffalo. 

Jarecki Mfg. Co., Erie. 

Jiffy Water Heater Co., St. Louis. 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Co., Pittsburgh. 

LaBelle Iron Works, Steubenville, O. 

Lattimer-Stevens Co., The, Columbus. 

Leschen, A. & Sons Rope Co., St. Louis. 

Ludlow Valve Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh. 

Macomber & Whyte Rope Co., Kenosha. 

Manhattan Rubber Mfg. Co., Passaic. 

Mark Mfg. Co., Chicago. 

Maxon Premix Burner Co., Muncie. 

Metric Metal Works, Erie. 

Minneapolis Heat Regulator Co., Min- 
neapolis. 

Modern Safety 
delphia. 

Moon Mfg. Co., The, Chicago. 

Mueller, H. Mfg. Co., Decatur, II. 

Nathan Mfg. Co., New York City. 

National Supply Co., Pittsburgh. 

National Transit Pump & Machine Co., 
Oil City. ? 

National Tube Co., Pittsburgh. 

New Bedford Cordage Co., New York. 

New York Belting & Packing Co., New 
York City. 


Provi- 


Gas Iron Co., Phila- 





Oil ‘City Boiler Works, Oil City. 

Oil Well Supply Co., Pittsburgh. 

Oxweld Acetylene Co., Chicago. 

Parkersburg Rig & Reel Co., Parkers- 
burg, W. Va. 

Pennsylvania Furnace & Stove Co., 
Warren, Pa. 


Pittsburgh Meter Co., E. Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh Valve & Fittings Co., Pitts- 
burgh. = 

Pittsburgh Valve, Foundry & Construc- 
tion Co., Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh Water Heater Co., 
burgh. 

Plymouth Cordage Co., N. Plymouth. 

Pratt & Cady Co., Inc., Pittsburgh. 

Reid, Jos. Gas Engine Co., Oil City. 

Reliable Stove Co., Cleveland. 

Republic Iron & Steel Co., Youngstown. 

Revere Rubber. Co., Chelsea. 

Reznor Mfg. Co., Mercer, Pa. 

Reiseman Mfg Co., Ltd., Franklin. 

Robinson, J. E. & Co.,: Oil City. 

Rossendale-Reddaway Belting & Hose 
Co., Newark. 

Sanitary Co. of America, Linfield, Pa. 

Schaeffer & Budenberg Mfg. Co., 
Brooklyn. 


Scientific Heater Co., The, Cleveland. 

Selas Co., Canton. 

Sprague Meter Co., Bridgeport. 

Tate-Jones & Co., Inc., Pittsburgh. 

Taylor, W. P. Ce., Buffalo. 

Toledo Pipe Threading Machine Co., 
Toledo. 

Troop Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh. 

United Seal Co., Columbus. 

Utica Valve & Fixture Co., Utica. 

Welsbach Co., Gloucester City, N. J. 

Worthington Pump & Machinery Cor- 
poration, Buffalo. 


Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co., Youngs- 
town. 

Monday was given up to preliminaries 
and the activities of installing machinery 
were only second to that of meeting and 
greeting visiting friends, old acquaintances 
and fellow competitors, the convention in 
many ways resembling a “home coming” 
event. s 


Monday’s program, while not considered 
especially important by members of the 
association, was decidedly interesting to 
one visiting such a convention for the 
first time. There was the real Simon 
Pure oil-country hospitality and good fel- 
lowship for instance. Acquaintances were 
formed without introduction or other for- 
mality. At 11:30 a.m. the great company 
present, estimated at 1,500, were guests 
at a buffet luncheon of the Supply Men’s 
Association, which this year has affiliated 
with the Gas Men’s Association to make 
this convention ‘‘the biggest and best.” 
In the evening the delegates were guests 
at a smoker and cabaret show in the ball 
room of the Hotel Lafayette, the only 
requisite for admission being the display 
of a membership badge. 


Tuesday’s Program. 


The address of welcome was by Mayor 
Louis P. Fuhrmann. Besides expressing 
the sentiment that the half million people 
that form the population of Buffalo were 
pleased with the selection of the city as 
the meeting place of the association he 
paid a personal tribute to the character 
and standing of the men who are mem- 
bers of the association and of the Natural 
Gas Supply Men who are affiliated with 
the association this year in an effort to 
make this convention wider and better in 
every way than ever before. In closing 
his address Mayor Fuhrman called atten- 
tion to the cosmopolitan character of the 
people of Buffalo and pledged that each 
and all, no matter what his race, was an 
American at heart. This was greeted 
with cheers and other patriotic portions 
of his acdress were warmly applauded. 
At the conclusion it was formally moved 
and seconded that the thanks of the as- 
semblage be expressed to the Mayor by 
a rising vote. All stood. 


The response was by John M. Gerard, 
general manager of the Ohio Fuel Supply 
Co. It was in a light vein, but nothing 
was left unsaid to show that the visitor 
and others of his profession are delighted 
with the hospitality of the people of Buf- 
falo. President Joseph M. Guffey then de- 
livered the annual address as follows: 


Pitts- 





President Guffey’s Address. 


“To the Members of the Natural 

Association of America: 

“We are assembled today in our twelfth 
annual convention to review the work of 
the year just completed, and, taking cour- 
age from our past achievements, to plan 
as hopefully and wisely as may be for the 
future. 

“As I read over the addresses of many 
of my predecessors in this office, it gives 
me pleasure to find that most of the 
hopes and few of the fears therein ex- 
pressed have been realized. 

“The past year has brought to us a fair 
measure of prosperity, though we were 
called upon to meet the greatest demand 
in our history and under the most adverse 
conditions. 

“We are entering upon a condition in 
the affairs of our nation more critical 
than has ever confronted any of those 
here present; and it behooves us to give 
careful and sane consideration to all our 
business problems. For years, the chief 
thought of every successful gas man has 
been along the lines of conservation, but 
until now no concerted national effort 
has been made by which all the resources 
of this great country of ours will be 
brought to the highest point of efficiency. 
Not only national honor, but our indi- 
vidual welfare is at stake and every man 
must work to see that his efforts bring 
forth the greatest results. Conservation 
must be more than a word. It must be 
a fact and in order to bring about this 
greatly-to-be-desired point, each and every 
member of the association should put 
forth his every endeavor as an individual 
and as an executive to see that every pos- 
sible form of waste is eliminated. 

“We may be called upon by the Gov- 
ernment to make sacrifices involving 
pecuniary losses and personal discom- 
forts. One of our members now is active- 
ly engaged on the National Defense Board 
in work which will be of great benefit to 
our Government in the all-important work 
of furnishing petroleum, lubricants and 
gasoline. 

“We have offered the co-operation of 
our association along any lines which 
would be of assistance to the Government 
in the way of increasing production 
especially in the recovery of gasoline. I 
sincerely trust that you will not only give 
your hearty support to this action as an 
organization, but that each member will 
personally take up the offer and give it 
his individual endorsement. 

“At the 1916 meeting of this associa- 
tion, held at Pittsburgh, the ways and 
means committee recommended that per- 
manent headquarters be established, to 
be devoted solely to the best interests of 
the natural gas industry, and, further, 
that the ways and means committee be 
authorized to equitably classify and as- 
sess the various companies identified with 
the association, to the end that necessary 
funds be provided, and that the incoming 
president be empowered to appoint a resi- 
dent secretary. This recommendation was 
unanimously adopted, and by virtue of 
authority contained therein, permanent 
headquarters were established in Rooms 
904 and 905 of the Henry W. Oliver Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa., and Mr. David O. 
Holbrook was placed in charge of the 
same as resident secretary. As yet, the 
ways and means committee has not made 
a final recommendation as to the manner 
of raising necessary funds to carry this 
plan into effect, but your administration 
is indebted to the following companies 
for their very generous financial support 
during the year, they having in the aggre- 
gate voluntarily contributed $15,000: Union 
Natural Gas Corporation, Natural Gas 
Co. of West Virginia, Philadelphia Co., 
American Natural Gas Co., Carnegie Nat- 
ural Gas Co., Manufacturers Light & Heat 
Co., Ohio Fuel Supply Co., Fayette -Coun- 
ty Gas Co., East Ohio Gas Co., Peoples 
Natural Gas Co., Hope, Natural Gas Co., 
Connecting Gas Co., Reserve Gas Co., 
Greensboro Gas Co., Henry L. Doherty & 
Co., Dawes Interests, United Fuel Gas 
Co., Osage & Oklahoma Gas Co., Lone 
Star Gas Co. and National Fuel Gas Co. 

“Such an undertaking requires the 
hearty co-operation of every member of 
the association, as the office is in reality 


Gas 


a clearing house for information valuable 
alike to the members of our organization 
and the companies they represent. I 
trust you will bear In mind that it is only 
by using this office and asking for in- 
formation that it can be brought to its 
greatest efficiency. 


Annual Requirement, $25,000. 

“If we are to continue our permanent 
headquarters and carry out the plans of 
organization as now outlined, we should 
have an annual income of at least $25,000, 
and we hope the ways and means com- 
mittee is prepared to submit some prac- 
tical plan whereby this sum will be as- 
sured. 

“During the past year your association 
has been able to render service in con- 
nection with proposed adverse legislation, 
both national and State. At the present 
time no extreme or radical legislation 
is under consideration affecting the nat- 
ural gas industry, as far as your officers 
are aware. 

“These are days when, by reason of 
the democratization of Government the 
business interests here, like the landed 
aristocrary on the other side, are tend- 
ing to a fair division of profits. Educa- 
tion, now not only free but compulsory, 
is the great leveling process of democ- 
racy, and it is because of this fact that 
efficiency has become the watchword in 
the natural gas business as well as in 
all other lines of endeavor. We must be 
efficient or give way to others who are. 
The members of this association are con- 
nected with companies which are pri- 
marily public service corporations. The 
chief end of such companies is not to 
return big earnings to their owners, but 
to render service to the people; and all 
questions which affect the production, 
transportation and marketing of natural 
gas must be decided with this one con- 
sideration uppermost—how can our ser- 
vice to the public be maintained and im- 
proved? 

“Our association is to be congratulated 
upon the fact that, with very few excep- 
tions, the men appointed as members of 
the public service commissions of the 
various States have been high-class, 
broad-minded citizens, and that the dis- 
position of the commissions has been first 
to ascertain the facts and then to do 
equity between the parties. While many 
questions are still unsettled, a good be- 
ginning has been made. 

“As has already been stated, this as- 
sociation has for one of its most import- 
ant functions the assisting of its members 
by the tabulation of statistics and pre- 
sentation of facts for use before public 
service commissions. This service fea- 
ture, of which I have spoken, is some- 
times lost sight of in rate cases before 
these authorities. It is an important con- 
sideration. The interest of the public in 
paying adequate rates is greater than 
that of the company in collecting them. 
A crippled company means crippled ser- 
vice. To be successful in the natural gas 
business a company must have sufficient 
financial strength to enable it to make 
not only extensive explorations, but also 
extensions to its transportation system. 
Consumers will gladly pay much higher 
rates than those which now prevail if 
they can thereby prevent a natural gas 
shortage. A gas company’s securities 
should be a safe and conservative invest- 
ment. Such companies’ should not be 
allowed by public service commissions to 
supply the public with gas at rates which 
are too low to produce earnings sufficient 
for the amortization of their capital, a 
fair dividend returned on their investment 
and additional earnings to justify them 
for the extra hazard of the business. 
Public service commissions should sta- 
bilize the securities of public utilities. 

“I wish it distinctly understood that al! 
statements contained in this brief address 
represent my personal views alone and 
not the opinion of the association. In this 
connection I am going to suggest that the 
association itself at this meeting, insofar 
as it may be practicable, determine the 
scope desired for future work. 

“To, have served this association as its 
president is.an honor and a privilege, by 
me highly appreciated. My year is atits 





close. Jt has been a year full of activity 
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and full of promise. For the many cour- 
tesies and the cordial co-operation which 
1 have received at the hands of the offi- 
cers and members of the association I am 
deeply grateful, and for the new acquain- 
tances and warm friendships made I am 
the richer. 

‘In conclusion, let me assure you that 
when I turn over to my successor the 
gavel of authority I shall do so feeling 
not only that this association, by valu- 
able services rendered, has earned the 
right to our earnest support, but also 
that it can and will, by its increasing 
helpfulness, be made an indispensible as- 
sistant to all men who follow the varying 
fortunes and fascinating uncertainties of 
the natural gas industry.” 


Sessions of Wednesday. 


Features of the morning session were 
the reading of two splendid and scientific 
treatises pertaining to the gas business, 
the first by Thomas R. Weymouth, of Oil 
City, on “Efficiency in the Operation of 
Gas Compressing Stations,’ and “Mixed 
Artificial and Natural Distribution in 
Cities,” by A. B. Macbeth, general man- 
ager of the Southern California Gas Co. 
Both of these papers were discussed at 
length by members of the association. 
The report of the conservation committee 
was read and approved unanimously. 
Other business of the morning session 
was the discussion of ‘‘Natural Gas 
Wrinkles,’’ issued by the association, ed- 
ited by experts in the gas business and 
full of hints for economy and efficiency. 

The annual meeting of the Association 
of Natural Gas Supply Men was also held 
this morning, the principal business being 
the election of the following board of di- 
rectors, who will meet later to organize 
by electing officers: 

Directors Are Named. 


F. R. Hutchinson, of the Gas Appli- 
ance Co., Cleveland, O.; William McKee, 
of the Chaplin-Fulton Co., Pittsburgh; 
David O. Holbrook, Natural Gas Associa- 
tion, Pittsburgh; T. C. Clifford, Pitts- 
burgh Meter Co., Pittsburgh; Larmour 
Adams, Metric Metal Works, Erie. 


In point of attendance this was the most 
important session of the convention. 


Following the reading of a paper on 
‘“‘Rates,’”’ by Leslie B. Denning, president 
of the Lone Star Gas Co. and general 
counsel for the Ohio Fuel Supply Co., A. 
C. Bedford, president of the Standard Oil 
Co. of New Jersey, was introduced to his 
fellow members of the association and 
made a wonderfully thrilling, patriotic 
address. 

Mr. Bedford was frequently interrupted 
by applause and when he had concluded 
the great audience rose to its feet and 
cheered for fully five minutes, then gath- 
ered around the distinguished speaker to 
congratulate him upon his masterpiece 
of patriotic oratory. 

The address of Mr. Bedford follows in 
full: 


A. C. Bedford’s Address. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

I feel somewhat embarrassed in speak- 
ing to you today, for the reason that al- 
though like you I am proud to be a gas 
man, yet I know very well the limitations 
of my knowledge as to the gas business 
and I would not pretend for a minute to 
try and address you on that subject 
alone. My apology for speaking at all 
must be the desire to bring you a little 
of the atmospheric ozone in which I have 
been moving these last few weeks; to im- 
press upon you if I can-as it has been 
impressed upon me the serious condition 
with which as a country we are face to 
face; to ask one thing of one and all of 
you which I know you will do—and let 
me say here that I yield to no man in 
this country my admiration and my re- 
spect for this man who as our President 
uttered those memorable words and that 
marvelous message to Congress when he 
put us into the.war. (Applause.) And 
| want to ask you in the words which 
are before you ‘‘to stand by the Presi- 
dent” (great applause); for in standing 
by the President you stand by the 
country which we all love. (Long con- 
tinued applause.) Modern warfare is no 
longer a mere contest between armies on 
the field. Even as late as the Spanish 
War we heard much of the importance 
of ‘tthe man behind the gun.” The man 
is still important, but the vital, the all- 
conclusive factor, now is the machine, 
behind the man. 


It is said that at the outbreak of the 
war in. Europe there were in Russia only 
40 cartridges available for ‘each soldier. 
It is reported that whole armies would 
entrain for the front with‘only one rifle 
for every five men. This was the kind 
of mobilization which Germany consid- 
ered such a menace that she plunged the 
world into the most frightful of all human 
catastrophes. 


was in truth a mobilization of her men; 
it was not a mobilization of the machines 
behind her men. 

Some one has said that in essence men 
are not today fighting Englishmen or 
Frenchmen, but that German machines 
are fighting English and French machines. 
Men group themselves around some ter- 
rific engine hidden from sight of their 
enemies; that engine is filled with ex- 
plosive and hurled miles away against an 
invisible object supposed to be located at 
a certain place. There is no romance, no 
marching into action behind inspiriting 
leaders, no playing martial music—little 
more indeed than a terrible indescribable 
collision of machines. 


‘1 Machine Behind the Man. 

While men continue to be important 
and the power of men to continue to en- 
dure this onslaught upon civilization itself 
will eventually terminate the issue of the 
struggle, we find that the supreme prob- 
lem of modern warfare is the mobiliza- 
tion of the machine behind the man. This 
means the mobilization of the whole eco- 
nomic power of a nation. 

The raw material of the machines must 
be turned out; the food must be pro- 
duced to feed the workers in the factories 
and the soldiers in the trenches. The 
coal and oil to move the engines, the 
ships and the motor cars must be ready. 
These are but the least important items 
of the situation. The fundamental fact 
in any warfare is that the economic re- 
sources of the whole peoples and nations 
are directed to outstaying and overwhelm- 
ing the economic resources of another 
group of peoples and nations. 

If this were merely a war between the 
individual armies of the two groups of 
nations it would be terrible, but relatively 
short-lived. The preponderance of the 
military personnel would probably be 
quickly effective. It is because the entire 
industrial life of all these nations has 
become involved that the struggle has 
taken on a titanic character without prec- 
edent in history. This is fundamentally 
why the length of the conflict is so dif- 
ficult to forecast, and why its results will 
be of such far-reaching effect upon the 
domestic as well as the international rela- 
tions of every nation in the world. 

The outbreak of the war found Ger- 
many alone of all the nations prepared 
for what was about to occur. Her ma- 
chines were ready and she had become 
the most efficient nation in the world. 
Other countries have had to learn during 
the war and out of its terrible experi- 
ences what Germany had foreseen. 

The experience of England in meeting 
the problems thus thrown upon her are 
most interesting to us because her eco- 
nomic life had been ordered more nearly 
upon the pattern of our own. England 
-was taken almost completely unawares 
and she had to act quickly. We have now 
had time to consider England’s experi- 
ences and we ought therefore to be able 
to avoid some of these. England had to 
take steps which are destined to have a 
radical and far-reaching effect upon her 
future history. 

It would be impossible to go into the 
details of all England has done in mobi- 
lizing her industry for war. But-let us 
see if we can get at the fundamental 
principles which have seemed to guide 
her main policies. If I may describe 
those policies in a phrase, it is in the 
statement that England has operated 
through an extrordinary development of 
government activity, a line of policy 
which the United States has so far effec- 
tively sought to avoid. 


American Methods. 

For example: Railroad service is of 
course vital to any mobilization, either 
of men or industries. One of the very 
first acts of England at the beginning of 
the war was accordingly to take over 
into the government hands entire respon- 
sibility for the management and conduct 
of the railroads. The English govern- 
ment set up a committee of high railroad 
officers to carry on the work, but the 
government itself assumed responsibility 
for the finances of the companies, merely 
guaranteeing to each a continuance of 
the same net earnings which it had been 
receiving just prior to the war. The re- 
sult has doubtless enabled the railroads 
to render greatly increased service, but 
it has probably resulted in an enormously 
increased expense to the country. 

Our government has proceeded upon a 
different theory; instead of taking over 
the railroads and assuming responsibility 
for them it has asked the railroads them- 
seives to organize themselves into an ef- 
fective trans-continental railroad system, 
abandoning for the moment individual 
and competitive activities and devoting 
themselves during the period of the war 
to rendering the utmost practical services 
for the benefit of not only the government. 





This Russian mobilization 


but of the public at large. 











The Ludlow Valve 
Mfg. Co. 


TROY, N. Y. 





Genuine 
Ludlow Valves 
for 
Natural Gas 
and Oil 











WRITE FOR CATALOG 


6” Valve tested 
2000 Ibs. pressure. 


BRANCH OFFICES: 


KANSAS CITY BOSTON 
409 R. A. Long Bldg. Oliver Bldg. 
CHICAGO PITTSBURGH 
The Rookery First National Bank Bldg. 























The Parkersburg “Chain” Drilling Machine 


This Machine has 
withstood the test 
of time, and is 
abreast with to- 
days development 
in Well - Drilling 
Rigs. 


The best progress 
i 4 ” 
in’ making hole 
means by the 
Parkersburg.’ ’” 


Equipped with 
Transport Truck, 
Engine Founda- 
tion etc., and 
simplified for 
moving and re- 
erecting. 


Write for a 1917 
catalogue. 





The Parkersburg 
Rig Iron Outfits 
carried in stocks in 
all oil field supply 


centers. 


The Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company 


. PARKERSBURG, W. VA. TULSA, OKLA. 




















34 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





The essence of this plan is that the 
government tells the railroads what it 
wants and the railroads themselves as- 
sume responsibility for rendering service. 
This places the burden exactly where it 
ought to belong and places a premium 
upon the railroad efficiency and economy 
instead of encouraging that wastefulness 
which would be inevitable if the govern- 
ment merely guaranteed minimum net 
earnings as was done in England. 

And right here the question may very 
properly be raised if under the stress of 
war, acting under government supervision 
and regulation, the railroads can in co- 
operation and with competition com- 
pletely eliminated, give to the govern- 
ment and the public a greatly improved 
service,. is it conceivable that after the 
war the railroads should be forced to con- 
tinue the wastes and-losses due to the 
unnecessary competition practically forced 
by law prior to the war? England, some 
time after the war, began to look over 


her coal mines and placed them under 
government operation. She is now taking 
over her shipping companies. She has 


also absorbed under government manage- 
ment and control a large number of in- 
dustries and munition plants. 

Our country has proceeded quite dif- 
ferently in all such details. The Presi- 
dent of the United States created an ad- 


visory committee of the Council of Na- 
tional Defense. The aim of that com- 


mittee was to study the industrial re- 
sources of the country with a view of 
mobilizing each of them for the benefit 
of the government in the event of war. 


In the great industries such as steel, 
coal, oil, copper and so on, the Council of 
National Defense invited leading produc- 
ers to become a member of sub-commit- 
tees and to co-operate with the govern- 
ment in securing adequate supplies at 
fair prices. The plan has up to the pres- 
ent succeeded admirably and will, I be- 
lieve, continue to prove itself of great 
service to the nation. 

I wish at this time to pay special tribute 
to Messrs. Baruch, Willard and Coffin, 
others of this Council, who have person- 
ally done excellent service—giving their 
entire time and attention without com- 
pensation to the work of this committee. 

Secretary Lane referred to the co-oper- 
ative spirit already shown by the business 
of the country in this mobilization of the 
resources of the States: “It would surprise 
the nations of Europe how intense is the 
spirit of loyalty on the part of our busi- 
ness men and capitalists. They are the 
very root and foundation of the great in- 
dustry—the war industry—that presents 
itself on the other side of the water. Now 
there are two ways of dealing with a 
problem of this kind. One way is by the 
hearty co-operation of the mentality 
gauged in the industry. The other way 
is by compulsion. My experience in the 
Interstate Commerce Commission led me 
to believe that the larger men in the rail- 
road industry had quite as much vision 
as I had, and if I could show them the 
importance of an occasion they would try 
to meet it. So instead of resorting to 
compulsion, instead of taking over mines 
and great operating plants, we are en- 


deavoring to put you men at your best. 
This war is a challenge to us.” 
Natural Gas Industry. 


Those are the words of Secretary Lane. 
How does that come down to us as men? 
It comes to my mind in two ways. It is 
patent that we are as interested in this 
as the coal men or the oil men or men 
engaged in other industries, because it 
is an important part of the great indus- 
tries of the country is the gas industry 
today and an important part is the pro- 
duction of natural gas. Natural gas is as 
important as petroleum and coal in the 
mobilization of the industries for war. 
You know the part it plays. I do not 
have to tell you. Secondly it is a question 


of natural gas itself as a fuel. You all 
know without me telling you the condi- 
tions in reference to coal as a fuel. The 


coal committee is having great difficulty 
in trying to meet the tremendous demand. 
You know how the industries of the coun- 


try have used all the available supplies 
of coal so that coal has to be supple-| 
mented by natural gas. Therefore as 


natural gas men you have two things to 
bear in mind. You may be asked—and 
you will be asked, those of you who man- 
ufacture gasoline—to bear your share of 
the burden. The buden carries with it 
the necessity of supplying the Allies with 
their needs and supply our own steel and 
our patrol fleet along our own coasts, as 
well as to supply our war-time vehicles. 
There will be 35,000 motor trucks used 
when our army comes into existence. You 
can readily see how that has to be taken 
care of and.the load will have to be dis- 
tributed through some such medium as I 
have aiready described that the-.govern- 





ment is trying to utilize to the best ad- 
vantage the needs and necessities of those 
great products which we have to have in 
order to keep things moving-and to accel- 
erate the pace as it must be used. 

Now I would urge distributing inter- 
ests, especially in the centers of large 
population, in so far as it is possible, to 
deliver gas to their customers along nor- 
mal and ordinary lines without creating 
unnecessary panic, but to have in mind 
that when the war comes your duty prob- 
ably will be first to see that these great 
industries upon whom war is depending 
are supplied with an adequate supply of 
fuel. For example, the great steel indus- 
try needs fuel and it may be that you will 
have to divert some of your supplies of 
natural gas—especially you who live in 
the Middle West and the East—to the 
needs of those industries, and this must 
be of paramount importance, and, Mr. 
President, if it will not be out of line, I 
would suggest that this convention might 
perhaps appoint a committee that could 
co-operate with you and into whose hands 
you would be willing to put the burden of 
working with the government and work- 
ing with its committees so that when the 
time comes that you will be called upon 
there may be some medium through which 
you may act and with whom the author- 
ized authority at Washington deal. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Under the plan every producer feels the 
patriotic obligation to do his best and to 
deal fairly by the government. In addi- 
tion to that he has opportunity still left 
to him to exercise his skill and productive 
capacity in proving results rather than 
in merely lying down on the government 
and. letting his plant become a part pf 
the bureaucratic machines. We are fight- 
ing a war of democracy and it will be a 
thousand pities if in the stress of such 
war we should put bureaucracy on the 
stone and eliminate those opportunities 
for the play of individual initiative, en- 
thusiasm and efficiency which must al 
ways be the glory of a democracy. 


Only One Issue Possibie. 


This war can of course have only one 
issue. The resources of the democratic 
nations of the world have been thrown 
into the seething cauldron of war with 
an inexorable determination to triumph 
over the government of a terrible des- 
potism. It will be the duty of our people, 
as the President has so well said, to put 
into the struggle every ounce of energy 
and every particle of your resources that 
may be necessary to secure a complete 
vindication of the principles for which we 
are struggling. But this war will also 
show us some great principles to apply to 
our domestic life. It will show us the 
necessity of people, what can be accom- 
plished by believing in men and by mobil- 
ization of our resources for the benefits 
of peace as well as for the necessities of 
war. 

But, my friends, we must look the facts 
squarely in the face. Do not let us de- 
ceive ourselves with any short war fal- 
lacy—as any such theory will warp and 
misguide public sentiment, cost countless 
of human lives, prove Germany’s strong- 
est ally and prolong the war. I have been 
in somewhat close touch with those who 
know actual conditions and the best in- 
formed experts believe today that the 
war is not nearly over. They believe its 
worst and most dangerous stages‘are yet 
to come. Barring possible collapse through 
hunger, Germany can go on for years. 
Barring possible failure to meet and over- 
come the submarine campaign, the Allies 
can go on for years—neither one, I be- 
lieve, is likely to happen. The only safe 
basis for this country to proceed upon is 
to assume that the United States alone is 
entering upon a war with Germany—a 
war that will tax its full resources and 
full fighting strength. Once get that into 
your thoughts and conviction, America 
will respond as one man, for they will 
realize at once their own and their coun- 
try’s peril. (Long continued applause.) 

Greatness of Conflict. 

This country is a long way from the 
battle fields of Europe and our people 
feel themselves apart from the conflict, 
but it will bring it home to you at once 
if you will imagine for a moment the 
removal of .that mighty fleet which has 
stood as a protecting shield between this 
country and Germany since the war be- 
gan. Imagine that that fleet can not be 
supplied with necessary fuel, both coal 
and oil—that the submarine chasers could 
not get the needed supplies of gasoline, 
and you can see at once the deadly peril 
this country would stand in. The en- 
trance of the United States into the war 
comes at a most opportune time for help- 
fulness. For 30 months the Allies have 
bled and suffered and the strain-has told 
on them perhaps more than we realize 
or can ever imagine. France, fighting 


is straining on her last 
reesrve of strength. Italy’s help, while 
invaluable, is negative. Russia, dazed by 
her revolution, is faced with a period of 
uncertainty and confusion. Great Brit- 
ain, bearing the main burden of the war, 
the guardian of the alliance on the seas, 
its banker, its chief arsenal and work 
shop and its main military prop, is draw- 
ing on the last million of her avialable 
men, her power is harassed by the Ger- 
man submarine warfare and is conscious 
of the pressure of the titanic burden. 
What that burden is may be conceived 
in part if I mention just a few facts to 
illustrate the grand scale of preparation 
involved, facts that will indicate also the 
necessity of mobilizing industry in the 
United States for the war. The organ- 
ized army consists of 150,000 men. Bng- 
land’s present army is 5,000,000 men, in 
France 2,000,000 men. The remaining sol- 
diers are diverted into the armies of 
Salonica, Mesopotamia, Egypt, German 
Bast Africa, India. In addition to the 
5,000,000 men in arms, England has more 
than 3,000,000 men engaged in war in- 
dustries. She has in reserve another mil- 
lion men, but can ill spare any more men 
from the land, the collieries or the fac- 
tories, and that leads me to say here that 
in my judgment producers of oil and gas, 
where they need fuel for factory purposes, 
should urge upon those men essential to 
the business that it is their business to 
remain at their posts. Such men as 
drillers and other experts to keep up the 
production, etc., when men are called 
upon to respond, as they are going to be 
called upon, only men should go who can 
be spared. Some men will be essential to 
the industry. In those industries you 
know those men who are most essential. 
A man can do his patriotic duty by drill- 
ing a well when oil and gas is needed as 
well as by bearing arms in the trenches. 
Development in England. 

“Nothing could more strikingly illus- 
trate the essential nature of co-operation 
by all industries than the development of 
England’s great industry of munitions. 
There are now nearly one hundred great 
government plants which have _ been 
especially built to cope with the war re- 
quirements. Working directly under the 
ministry of munitions are two million 
men and over one million women. 
Women are engaged in more than five 
hundred munition processes. The pro- 
duetion of guns and munitions has multi- 
plied six fold during the past year. At 
the beginning of the war there was a 
notable lack of shells. They did not un- 
derstand how to go to work, they did not 
understand what it meant. Perhaps you 
will remember reading in the papers 
where the general of the French sent 
back to England to forward “shells 
of high explosive power,’’ and they sent 
back word to him: ‘‘No you don’t want 
them, you want shrapnel.’”’ Then he sent 
back word that he had shrapnel, but it 
was gone and they sent back word to 
him: ‘If you had not wasted your 
shrapnel, you would have had it now,’’ not 
realizing what the conditions were, not 


magnificently, 


ways of supplying munitions to the a 


highly developed by Germany. 


York yesterday and for 
York mourns today, 


ing only.’’ 


England’s original navy was 150, 


equipment for war 


other essentials to her allies, 
France and Italy. 


ular naval forces, 
and control of this auxiliary navy is 


the war has been 


of Mr. Choate and say with him, 


ing only.” 


these United States bring a stupend 
relief. 
tainty upon their work. 
hundred million people beside them 


to none, great wealth and industrial 
ganization of the first order. 
what can America do? 
Rather ask what can America not 


material, we can supply them all, 
we will. (More applause.) 

As to the purpose. 
with me a moment longer, I can do 


men sat at the same table. 


States, 
(Applause.) 


former pesident of Fance, 
Viviani, both of them leading figures 
their respective countries. (Great 

plause). There was also the marshal 
France, General 
applause), 


United States army. There were the 


bassadors, the governor of the Bank 





realizing the tremendous obstacles in the 


England, the governor of the great st 





rmy 


and to the navy, not realizing the high 
explosives that were necessary to meet 
the modern engines which had been so 


The 


British have moved back and forth across 
the chananel over eight million men, over 
ten million tons of explosives, over fifty 


million gallons of gasoline and over one 
million sick and wounded, and all this 
without loss to the enemy. This is a 


marvelous achievement, (more applause), 
With great reverence to the memory of 
the distinguished citizen who died in New 
whom all New 
I want to echo 
the words of Mr. Choate for us ‘‘to w 
up, let us be up and doing and not talk- 


ake 


000. 


Her present navy exceeds half a million. 
In addition to naval requirements Eng- 
land is obliged to supply all her troops, 
all her armies in distant parts with their 
and the necessities 
of life and in addition to keep her fleet 
busy with the transportation of coal and 
notably 
This means an enor- 
mous sea force in addition to the reg- 
and the organization 


one 


of the great achievements of the war. 
These things we too must do and though 
in effect for thirty 
months, we are much less prepared than 
England and have an enormous task to 
perform, Again I echo the recent words 
“Wake 
up, let us be up and doing, and not talk- 


To the allies, therefore, the entrance of 


ous 


It sets the seal of absolute cer- 
It ranged one 


to 


help, daring, valor and efficiency second 


or- 


People ask 
(Great applause.) 


do? 


If it is men, money, food, raw or finished 
and 


If you will bear 


no 


better than to quote from that eloquent 
address made by the mayor of New York 
at that great dinner given on last Friday 
night, May 11, a dinner where perhaps 
never before such an array of notable 
There were 
two former presidents of the United 
Colonel Roosevelt and Mr. Taft. 
There were a former prem- 
ier of Great Britain, Mr. Balfour, and a 
Monsieur 


in 
ap- 
of 


Joffre (long continued 
and the senior officer of the 


ad- 


mirals of the British, French and United 
States navies, the British and French am- 
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of New York and a thousand other men 
of distinguished personalities and famous 
records, representatives of the financial, 
literary, artistic, professional and _ busi- 
ness life of America, on behalf of whom 
the mayor addressed these distinguished 
guests in part as follows: “This is es- 
sentially our war. Democracy destroyed 
in Europe means democracy first threat- 
ened and then destroyed in the United 
States. At last we see it. America is 
now awake and New York—New York 
that has never hung back or faltered in 
the hour of the nation’s peril—clasps 
hands with these our guests and allies 
and say to them: “We are with you in 
this thing to the bitter end, lead where 
it may.’ Our hour of trial is here. 
America Must Sacrifice. 

What can we say to them? Their peo- 
ples have known the privations and the 
sufferings of war. We have not. Democ- 
racy on this side of the Atlantic is pro- 
tected by the British navy, helped by the 
valiant French by the battle of the Marne, 
secured by the armies of the allies, for 
two years and a half has pursued its 
prosperous and peaceful course unshaken 
by the terrors and the sufferings that 
have torn Europe. That day is past. 
‘The hour of our trial is at hand. It was 
not to be that American democracy 
should thrive and live at peace while 
European democracy fought and suffered 
to preserve the world’s popular self-gov- 
ernment. American democracy must not 


make its sacrifice in the common cause}! 


of civilization and of justice and it is well 
for the soul and spirit of our nation that 
this is so. 


Gentlemen of England and of France, ! 


our president speaking for every loyal 
citizen of the United States has pledged 
to you the resources of the United States. 
Money, ships, munitions, food, these 
things we give you freely and esteem the 
giving but a light tax upon our unbounded 
wealth. It is not in itself enough, it 
lacks essential contribution of manhood, 
service and blood sacrifice. This too 
must be our duty. It will be done our 
debt discharged, our destiny achieved 
only when the hosts of American democ- 
racy take their place beside the hosts of 
England and of France resolved to fight 
and fight and still to fight until victory 
relieves the world from autocracy and 
barbarism. (Long continued applause.) 

But the country that will benefit most 
from America’s intervention is America 
herself. Her entrance into the war will 
restore to the United States her old pres- 
tige and to Americans a nation of which 
all may once more be proud. It removes 
the disastrous misunderstanding of Ameri- 
can character that had begun to obtain 
in Europe and South America and Mex- 
ico. It imposes upon the United States a 
gigantic task that will test to the ut- 
most the quality of her citizenship, the 
efficiency of her administration and of 
her industrial captains and the will power 
of her people: Let us therefore wage this 
war as though it were to last for another 
five years and our very existence as an 
independent state was involved and when 
history comes, as come it will, we will be 
welcomed as an honored member of the 
family of nations who will ever be hon- 
ored for all time as those who preserved 
to the world the principles of civilizations, 
of truth and of honor, and who helped to 
defeat the attack upon civilization by 
barbarism, a barbarism that combines the 
science of the laboratory with the sav- 
agery of the jungle, a barbarism that 
touches all those doctrines and principles 
which have been accepted after long 
years, as the proof of human progress and 
the glory of mankind’s advance. 


Resolutions Adopted. 


Following Mr. Bedford’s address, the 
convention adopted the following reso- 
lutions: 

Be it resolved, that the Natural Gas 
Association of America, representing the 
natural gas industry of the United States 
of America, unreservedly stands by the 
oresident in the present war crisis and 
pledges the co-operation and support of 
all its members to the Government to 
secure a successful termination of -the 
war of democracy against autocracy. 

That the president of this association, 
Joseph F. Guffey, be instructed to com- 
municate the action of this association 
to the president of the United States. 

The above was also sent tonight as a 
telegram to the President by Mr. Guffey. 

Publicity on Business Relations. 

This subject was treated by John W. 
Lansley, as follows: 

The best evidence that ‘‘Publicity’’ has 
made good in public utility service is 
found in the fact that it has . become 
firmly established as an important »sub- 
ject for discussion at conventiéns of this 
chafacter. Recognition of the power of 
publi¢ity has come more slowly -in’ the 


THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 35 

















EVERYTHING FOR OIL WELLS |BAile 


ESTO 1362 


Branch Stores in all Oil Fields 


TRADE MARK 


“OILWELL” BOILERS 

















66 H. P. ‘‘Oilwell’’ Boiler at Sour Lake, Texas. 


We manufacture Locomotive Type Oil Country Boilers, both mounted 
and unmounted, and Horizontal Tubular Boilers. We build boilers to 
meet the legal requirements and regulations of the Canadian Provinces, 
the Dutch East Indies, British Burma, the City of Manila, P. I., and the 
various States of the United States; and will build, on special orders, 
boilers to pass other legal requirements. 


Send for special booklets descriptive of ‘‘Oilwell’’ 
Boilers, or inquire at any of our 67 Branch Stores 





OIL WELL SUPPLY CO. 
PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 


NEW YORK LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO TAMPICO LONDON 


























Pump Oil With Oil 


Do away with steam plant losses, 
, maintenance and operating force by 


installing a combined unit. 


Oil Engine 


Power Pump 






The Snow Crude Oil Engine can be Deane Power Pumps will efficiently handle 
operated with the low or high gravity oils; crude oil at any gravity or pressure for line, 
less than % Ib. is necessary per Brake Horse ALL SIZES loading, or tank service. 

Power per hour. ALL CAPACITIES 


Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation 
115 Broadway, “ Bianch Offices in all Principal Cities New York 




















36 


THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





natural gas business than in some oth- 
ers but it is here at last. There are few 
among us who still doubt the efficacy 
of judicial, truthful and well prepared 
advertising. 


For a long time we clung tenaciously 
to the error that low prices would do all 
the talking necessary to sell gas and hold 
the business in its rightful place in pub- 
lic esteem. With some surprise, we re- 
cently awoke to the discovery that the 
public does net always recognize a low 
price when it sees it, that people must 
be told things before they can be ex- 
pected to believe them, that they must 
know before they can have confidence, 
and that business relations without con- 
fidence are certain to be unsatisfactory 
if not unprofitable. 

Assuming that the primary general ob- 
ject of publicity in the’ natural gas busi- 
ness is to inspire confidence in the pub- 
lic mind, we have full economic justifica- 
tion for advertising expense within rea- 
sonable bounds. The kind of business 
relations existing between natural gas 
companies and their customers measure 
the commercial value of the publicity de- 
partment’s work and the dimensions: of 
the task to be performed. 


The natural gas company engaged in 
selling gas to the public is, first of all, 
amenable to State regulation as to its 
rates, character of service, and often its 
financing operations. This regulation is 
the outgrowth of public opinion. To 
whatever extent it is just and fair or 
unjust and unfair, to exactly that same 
extent the business has acquired or 
neglected to acquire the confidence of 
the public, its customers. 

Regulatory laws are often fairly and 
justly interpreted by courts and commis- 
sions, but inspection of the literal pro- 
visions of many of these laws points 
clearly to lack of confidence on the part 
of the public. Lack of public confidence 
results from lack of public knowledge, and 
lack of public knowledge is due to im- 
proper or neglected publicity. 

Attacks are made _ indiscriminately 
upon rates that are just and reasonable. 
Low prices are no more immune against 
challenge than high prices. These at- 
tacks come out of public ignorance of 
the cost, hazard and difficulty of produc- 
ing, transporting and distributing gas. 
The persons who institute them, being 
themselves ignorant of the business, as a 
rule, are merely the instruments or self- 
appointed champions of the popular will. 

Complaint of the character of service, 
usually the result of the company’s in- 
ability to meet an overwhelming demand 
in winter, is the natural expression of 
people undergoing discomfort without 
fully understanding the conditions with 
which the companies are beset. 

Interference with necessary financing 
is the consequence of a mistaken notion 
that a capital stock or bond issue is a 
basic element in determining what is a 
fair and reasonable price for the service 
rendered. 

These three classifications embody 
pratically all the troubles that come un- 
der the head of public relations. If such 
troubles are due to lack of knowledge on 
the part of the public, it follows that they 
can be minimized or reduced by proper 
publicity. 

The question of what is proper publicity 
for any particular company, or for the 
business at large, is purely speculative, 
except as experience may have disclosed 
the effects of certain efforts in specific 
instances. It is a problem that would 
have been worthy of the wisest considera- 
tion of a well advertised ancient ruler of 
renown. Solomon of old was not noted 
for keeping his affairs to himself, and yet 
a great many people have been led to 
believe that he knew his business. 

How to go about the work of publicity 
designed to inspire confidence and im- 
prove the business relations existing be- 
tween natural gas companies and their 
millions of patrons is of great and ever- 
growing importance to producing, trans- 
porting and distributing companies alike. 
It is a comparatively new and still some- 
what strange field of labor for the finan- 
cier, the miner, the engineer and the pub- 
lic utility expert. Experience costs 
money, and mistakes may be serious, if 
not fatal. The oldest hand tackles the 
job with least assurance. Every situa- 
tion demands a different formula or a 
new plan, yet the continuous effect of 
all good publicity must be consistent and 
unvarying. 


Make Plain Statements. 


Any deviation from the exact truth in 
advertising or canvassing, any error in 
the logic or argument, any “break"’ that 
indicates ignorance of the business, is 
fatal or injurious to the effort. It is 
necessary, therefore, to place this werk 
in the hands of those who have the 





faculty. of understanding human nature 
and the wisdom to be patient with it, who 
are familiar with the business and com- 
petent to judge how much or how little 
should be said on any subject to give it 
proper relative importance, who have had 
sufficient experience and training to en- 
able them to write clearly and express- 
ively. Literary frills will not be needed. 
It is the plain statement of fact and sim- 
ple argument that carries most weight 
and are most likely to inspire confidence 
in the mind of the reader. 


There are various.vehicles for publicity, 
but experience has taught many of us 
that the daily newspaper is the best and 
most economical of all in view of the re- 
sult to be obtained. Practically all the 
large public service corporations, from the 
railroads down, are now using advertising 
space in the daily papers freely to present 
their aims and claims to the public. 


That an increasing number of com- 
panies are pursuing this method to gain 
and hold public confidence, and that the 
amount of expenditures for this purpose 
is apparently growing, indicates that the 
effect of such publicity is worth the time 
and money spent upon it. 

If we believe that the effect of publicity 
is to improve our business relations with 
our customers, upon whom we depend for 
our revenues and who dictate the laws 
under which we must operate, then the 
proposition is important enough to merit 
our best attention in each particular case. 
No doubt, everyone present who has had 
experience with publicity in the public 
utility business could relate instances of 
beneficial results, but such instances are 
valuable chiefly as testimony in favor of 
the general policy and can seldom be 
used to the best advantage in other situa- 
tions. 

It is easy to write interesting stories 
of fact about the natural gas business. 
There is no more romantic industry than 
the production of this God-given fuel from 
the depths of the earth. Then why not 
tell the public, tell them repeatedly un- 
til they are taught about the drilling and 
maintenance of gas wells in the fields 
from which their supply is drawn?. Do 
you suppose any gas consumer ever gives 
thought to the millions of dollars fruit- 
lessly invested in dry holes and lease 
rentals throughout the world or realizes 
that these fruitless endeavors measure 
the hazard of the producing business and 
are truly a part of the actual investment 
involved in natural gas service? If no 
one gives the natural gas business credit 
for this investment—and you are hereby 
advised that no one does—whose fault 
is it? 

The business of distributing natural 
gas to the people of those communities 
fortunate enough to be within the zone 
of its economical delivery is an exacting 
and complicated service. The margin of 
profit per cubic foot upon which the dis- 
tributing company must operate is usually 
very small. It is only through heroic 
effort and extreme skill and efficiency 
that the average distributing company 
can earn a fair return. Then why not 
take our customers into our confidence 
and let them know what they are getting 
and how they. are getting it? 


That the public generally believes that 
natural gas has less heating power than 
artificial gas, that it believes that large 
consumers are favored at the expense of 
small consumers, that it often believes 
the company adulterates the gas, ‘‘fixes” 
the meters, falsifies the bills—all this 
error and much more of a similar nature 
is an indictment aginst us for neglecting 
to look after our business relations in a 
proper manner. 


Blaming the public for being  sus- 
picious of those things about which it 
knows nothing is condemning good busi- 
ness sense. The consuming public is nei- 
ther less honest nor more honest than 
the producing public. If popular opinion 
is unfair to natural gas companies, if 
municipal restrictions are unfair, if state 
regulatory laws are unfair, then all this 
unfairness must be due to lack of in- 
formation, which is only another way of 
saying lack of publicity. If the effect of 
publicity is to induce business fairness in 
trade between individuals, it is a vital 
element in necessary operating expense, 
its neglect an evidence of poor manage- 
ment. 

In important matters of finance, engi- 
neering and construction, we trust the 
work to the man in charge and hold him 
responsible. It should be so with pub- 
licity. The company’s task, as in the 
selection of a superintendent, attorney or 
head of department, is to put the right 
man in charge. While we cannot make 
progress in considering details of pub- 
licity, we can, however, give attention 
to certain general conditions with a view 
to consistent effort to combat, correct 








Why is a Barrel Bilged? 


Isn’t it to facilitate handling—to make 
it easier to roll and un-end—to add 
durability? 


Isn’t the shape of the old-fashioned 
barrel ideal—hasn’t it proved itself in 
service? 


That is the reason the design or shape 
of “G-E-M” Special Bilged Barrels is 
identical with the older types—that is 
the reason that they are BILGED. No 
attempt was made to discard a design 
that has proved itself but only to im- 
prove the material used in their con- 
struction by replacing wood with steel. 


And “G-E-M” Special Bilged Steel 
Barrels are the last word in steel 
barrel construction. They are strong 
and durable. The six-hoop formations 
prevent denting or crushing and add 
over 50% to the strength of the shell. 


“G-E-M” Special Bilged Steel Barrels 
are furnished in 55 gallons capacity 
only, black or galvanized. 


Write today for your copy of “The 
Better Barrel.” It’s free. 


The Pressed Steel Products Co. 
SHARON, PA. 


New:York . Chicag 
Pittsburgh San Francisco St. Louis 


“G-E-M”’ Special 
Bilged Steel Barrel 
“Best by Test’ 




















These miniature duplicates of the great commercial stills 
are used solely to make tests. 


$75,000 a year for tests alone 


The Tide Water Refinery is specially equipped to establish high standards 
for petroleum products and to maintain them. 


$75,000 is spent each year for a Laboratory and Inspection Department. 
Twenty experts are constantly working to improve our formulas. They also 
make rigid tests for uniformity at every stage of production. 


Our laboratory staff works together with government experts in our own 
and the government laboratories. 


Our products are developed in three distinct stages: first, with delicate 
laboratory stills; then, in small duplicates of the commercial stills; and, 
lastly, in one of our great commercial stilis, which is used for experiment 
alone. 


Furthermore, SERVICE TESTS are constantly being made in our own and 
other power plants to develop our products to their greatest efficiency. 


Thirty-nine years of such research insures unparalleled quality and abso- 
lute uniformity in each of our 150 products. 5; 


Tide Water Oil Company 
11 Broadway New York 


1} *. 98s Wi 











abl 
fide 
1 


reit 
apE 
ma 
wit 
chi 
tw 
ent 
sin 
pul 
of 


in | 
we 


thi 
der 





May 24, 1917. 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 37 





and improve them. In this way, the con- 
tinuous publicity work of local companies 
in their respective fields of service will 
be uniform, logical and cumulative in its 
effect, the final successful result being a 
changed universal opinion of the natural 
gas business as a whole. From this 
changed opinion the industry will have 
gained permanently a responsible degree 
of public confidence, which is all we ask 
in our contests with Nature and our con- 
troversies with those we serve. 


Subjects Are Many. 


Every natural gas company is aware 
of the extraordinary heat energy of its 
product, as compared with the other 
fuels, its hygienic value, its non-poison- 
ous characteristics and other virtues of 
practical application. Under this head- 
ing. alone may be found subjects for 
scores of interesting, instructive and ef- 
fective advertisements, each of them cap- 
able of adding to the sum of public 
knowledge and strengthening public con- 
fidence in the merit of the gas itself. 

To some of you the serious constant 
reiteration of such self-evident facts may 
appear unnecessary and useless, but the 
masses of the public are no more familiar 
with these things than is the uneducated 
child familiar with the fact that two and 
two are four until it has been perman- 
ently hammered into him. It is the very 
simplicity of the things we desire the 
public to know that makes the greatness 
of our opportunity. 

Of late, the light has been breaking 
in on the industry in the matter of: prices 
at which natural gas is sold. Possibly, 
we are not, as yet, all of one mind on 
this subject, but facts cannot remain hid- 
den forever, and some day, if not right 
now, we must admit that the selling price 
of natural gas always has been far below 
its true economic value in comparison 
with other fuels, that the companies have 
sacrificed millions of dollars in this way, 
for which the public has not always given 
even good will in return, and that in con- 
sequence of these low prices wasteful use 
and earlier exhaustion of supply are in- 
evitable. Many formerly productive na- 
tural gas fields, now only memories of 
glorious fuel saturnalias of the past, 
might still be engaged in the public serv- 
ice but for the uneconomic low prices at 
which the gas was sold. 

If the industry itself is just coming to 
the point in its development where these 
facts are recognized and admitted, it is 
not strange that the consuming public 
exhibits no zeal in helping us establish 
higher and more equitable rates. 

Cut-throat competition and piratical 
enterprise in the early days of natural gas 
production laid upon the industry a handi- 
cap of absurdly low prices from which it 
has not yet emerged. Flamboyant pro- 
moters, preaching of inexhaustible supply 
and uncountable profits, convinced the 
public that any price that might be 
charged for natural gas was too high. 
They have rested from their labors’ but 
tormenting evidences of their activity re- 
main. The publicity man will have to do 
most of the heavy shoveling in cleaning 
away the rubbish still left in the public 
mind. 

The true value of natural gas fuel, 
methods of use, compared with wasteful 
methods, the duty of the industry and the 
public to conserve, as far as possible, the 
known supply—all offer many fruitful 
topics for treatment in the public prints. 
The right price for gas is always a live 
subject and will get the attention of the 
public whenever it is mentioned. The 
natural gas industry sells a fuel richer in 
heating value at a price much lower than 
is usually charged for artificial gas, but 
the natural gas is not freed from com- 
plaint by reason thereof and will not be 
until full publicity on the point of price 
has been given. 


Harassed by Errors. 


This industry, in.the same manner as 
other public utilities, is harassed and im- 
peded because of the mistaken popular 
idea that small consumers are over- 
charged in ‘favor of large consumers. 
Politicians make much of this idea and 
it enters, in some form, into all questions 
of rate regulation. It is responsible for 
much ill feeling among customers of gas 
and makes development work and satis- 
factory service more difficult. It is a part 
of the error which must be removed by 
publicity before our business elations with 
our customers can be on a fair co-opera- 
tive basis. 

The statement that the small consumer 
is a losing proposition for a public util- 
ity company is generally received with 
incredulity in any community which is 
evident of the widespread ignorance on 
this point and the need of persistent pub- 
licity. There is no reason to fear the 
publication. of facts relating to this sub- 
Ject, — when diplomatically presented. 





Popular knowledge as to the relative com- 
merciaal status of small and large con- 
sumers will bring about much better re- 
lations between the public and the com- 
pany, and is a- sound basis on which to 
strive for more equitable or higher rates. 
Public opinion is pretty decent when it 
feels the big fellow is getting the worst 
of it. 

In times of shortage due to extremely 
cold weather or excessive demand from 
any cause, complaint of natural gas serv- 
ice is universal. Nothing so intensifies 
the feeling of antagonism toward a public 
service corporation as physical discom- 
fort, and the relations between the com- 
pany and its customers are seriously af- 
fected on such occasions. As we are well 
aware combinations of circumstances suf- 
ficient to cause interrupted or impaired 
service will arise at intervals as long as 
natural gas exists. The best method of 
anticipating and meeting such situations 
is, therefore clear. It is better to advise 
the public through proper publicity, of 
the numerous forces that constantly. put 
their service in peril than to induce or 
allow them to believe the supply of gas 
is more than sufficient for every emer- 
gency and inexhaustible. 


The little added business that may be 
gained by over-assurance is no recom- 
pense for an angry community with 
frosted toes, believing they have been de- 
ceived or that the company is incompet- 
ent. The benefits of natural gas service 
are so great during the major portion of 
the year that they completely over- 
shadow the discomfort of a few days of 
interrupted service or the small expense 
of providing auxiliary equipment and fuel. 


A natural gas company should not 
hesitate to make this plain to all who use 
its service, and when it has done so it 
will find a great differenec in the tem- 
per of its patrons. The simple fact that 
the supply of gas at the wells and the 
capacity of any pipe line are subject to 
the laws of Nature, while the possible 
demand for service is unlimited by any 
law, should be impressed upon every user 
of natural gas. 

When this is done, the complaint fol- 
lowing interrupted service will not be less 
serious, but personal discomfort and 
business disorganization will be greatly 
diminished. Publicity is the answer here, 
as everywhere in matters which affect 
the business relations between the com- 
pany and the people. 

“Excessive profits’ is a delicate phrase 
for the demagogue who mouths of mil- 
lions in his attacks upon public service 
corporations, and the bigness of the sums 
involved helps to carry conviction to the 
public mind. Anything to which the word 
million may be applied has few elements 
of popularity in this country of free 
speech and democratic ideals. Reduced to 
smaller units, of equal truth and im- 
portance, the large figures of investment 
and income become more intelligible and 
less offensive. 

It is often advisable and necessary to 
speak publicly of the financial affairs of 
a natural gas company. In such publicity, 
it is well to present a few facts as to the 
size and extent of the property in use 
whenever the amount of the investment 
in dollars is mentioned. Gross income and 
earnings appear much less excessive to 
the public when the number of consumers 
is known and the small sum which each 
individual contributes is calculated. 

The term “Publicity,’’ as applied to the 
natural gas business, is generally un- 
derstood to mean the various forms of 
printed matter, newspapers, periodicals, 
booklets, circulars, etc., which it has been 
customary to make use of in advertising. 
In that aspect, the subjest has been 
treated here, but there are other forms of 
effective publicity which should not be 
overlooked. Good _ service, polite de- 
meanor on the part of officers and em- 
ployes, and making apparent by word and 
action the company’s desire to treat the 
public fairly and give the most value 
possible for them only, will be found to 
help materially in establishing and main- 
taining the cordial relations we _ seek. 
Bnergetic and sincere participation in the 
general activities of community life is of 
great assistance to the manager of a dis- 
tributing company. It identifies him pub- 
licly as a live one, interested in the af- 
fairs of the people, as well as his own, 
and goes far toward fixing the status of 
the company as a real and valuable citi- 
zen, ready to pull its share in the tug of 
war for cc m adva t. 

Personal Ambition. 


Managers, heads of departments and 
employes of .all grades may discreetly 
take active fart inthe business and so- 
cial life of their cities. Membership in 
commercial associations, clubs and _ so- 
cieties offers: many opportunities to the 
public utility man for broadening and ex- 
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A transmission chain that 
stands the bumps and strains 
of service in the Fullerton 
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The greater part of the oil 
wells in the Fullerton field 
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Belt. You can depend on it 
in hard ground. 


General Cata- 
log No. 110 
tells about the 
Link-Belt you 
need in your 
work. 





Oil well derrick equipped with SS-40 Link-Belt 


Look for this S— f Mis your guarantee 





LINK-BELT COMPANY 
PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO 


INDIANAPOLIS 











MUSKOGEE REFINING 
COMPANY 


MUSKOGEE, OKLAHOMA 








REFINERS OF 





High Grade Oklahoma Petroleum 


GASOLINE, NAPHTHA 
and BURNING OILS 





LUBRICATING OILS, GAS OIL and FUEL OIL 


PARAFFINE WAX and GREASES 





























PUBLIC SALE 
OF OIL AND GAS LEASES 


The State School Land Department will offer for lease for oil and 
gas purposes approximately one hundred thousand acres of state and 
school lands divided into over six hundred tracts May 15 and June 1, 
1917. 


On May 15, bids will be received for 355 tracts situated in Potta- 
watomie, Lincoln, Cleveland, Cotton, Comanche, Tillman, Grady and 
Washita Counties, and on June 1, bids will be received for 279 tracts 
situated in Kay, Payne, Kingfisher, Grant, Blaine, Logan, Garfield, 
Noble, Major Counties, and river bed leases on the Arkansas and 
Cimarron River beds in Creek, Tulsa, Wagoner, Muskogee, Osage, 

‘ Pawnee and Kay Counties. 


All leases will be commercial in form and will run for a period of 
five years and as long thereafter as oil and gas is found in paying 
quantities. 

These lands are all situated in counties which are being more or 
less prospected and which have favorable possibilities for oil and gas. 
Many of these tracts are in close proximity to producing territory. 


For printed list describing lands to be offered; rules and regula- 
tions, form of bid, or other information, address: 


G. A. SMITH, Secretary, 
Commissioners of the Land Office, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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tending his usefulness and influence, pro- 
vided it is not pushed to such excess as 
to arouse the enmity and ill will of other 
leading citizens ambitious in fraternal 
and social circles. The personal ambi- 
tion of a good gas manager is circum- 
scribed by the gas business. As a career, 
it has no superior in variety and intellect- 
ual exercise. 

We have spoken of the necessity of 
local plans and policies in publicity be- 
cause of the differences in conditions with 
which distributing companies are sur- 
rounded. Such handling of publicity un- 
dertakings is most effective, but it is pos- 
sible to compile much general informa- 
tion relating to the industry at large and 
place it at the disposal of all companies 
for use in publicity campaigns. 

Statistics covering the extent and dif- 
ficulties of natural gas production, trans- 
portation and distribution throughout the 
country will be read with interest by the 
consuming public and furnish safe topics 
for publicity under all circumstances. 

An expert detailed survey of the indus- 
try that would show its possibilities of 
service from the known fields of produc- 
tion, the possibilities of transportation 
under peak load demand, and the possi- 
bilities of commercial development ‘under 
proper and reasonable schedules of prices 
would be very helpful in guiding general 
publicity along lines of logical argument 
and practical accomplishment. Informa- 
tion of this nature could be so _intelli- 
gently and persistently used that it would 
eventually give the entire gas-consuming 
public a “truer idea of the real worth of 
natural gas to mankind. It would also 
develop a keener sense of fairness to and 
confidence in the men who have discov- 
ered, harnessed, driven and delivered it to 
the homes and factories of the people. 
Incidentally many of us would probably 
be instructed and made more efficient as 
a result of our labors. 

The aim of publicity being to give cor- 
rect information to the public, the foun- 
dation for it must be possession within 
the industry of correct information touch- 
ing every point that has a bearing upon 
the character of the business relations 
it is desired to sustain. We have entered 
upon a period in public utility service 
that concedes the profitableness and 
necessity of co-operation between pro- 
ducer and consumer. Both must derive 
benefit from every legitimate transaction 
Co-operation is impossible without mutual 
understanding and mutual understanding 
can only come by transference of knowl- 
edge within the industry to those on the 
outside. The agency is, of course, publi- 
city. 

Publicity work cannot be done effec- 
tively in a half-hearted or insincere man- 
ner. The determination to make things 
right must exist before it can be demon- 
strated. A true story must be told many 
times before everyone will know it. 

Reputation is built upon publicity and 
varies as the publicity is good or bad 
If the natural gas business is to occupy 
its proper place in public regard, it must 
prepare and pay for its own publicity. 
Disgruntled consumers and shyster poli- 
ticians constitute a poor advertising force 
for a gas company. Truthful publicity 
intercepts the existence of the one and 
neutralizes the other. 

Our business relations with each other 
are founded upon such knowledge as we 
possess. When the average man is con- 
vineed that he is getting a square deal 
he is a pleasant fellow to deal with. Then 
the service he purchases is more valuable 
because more satisfactory to him, and 
his patronage is worth more to the one 
who receives it. 

Closing Day’s Events. 

The last official action of Hon. Joseph 
F. Guffey, retiring, but re-elected, presi- 
dent of the Natural Gas Association of 
America, at the closing of the 12th annual 
convention on Thursday, was to report 
as follows on the action of the associa- 
tion on recommendations made by A. C. 
Bedford, president of the Standard Oil 
Co. of New Jersey, in his wonderfully 
patriotic address at the meeting Wednes- 
day afternoon: 

“Buffalo, N. Y., May 16, 1917. 
“His Excellency Woodrow Wilson, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, 

Washington, D. C.: 

“At a meeting of the members of the 
Natural Gas Association of America in 
convention at Buffalo, N. Y., it was unani- 
mously resolved, amid great enthusiasm, 
after hearing the patriotic address of A. 
Cc. Bedford, chairman of the Committee 
on Petroleum of the National Council of 
Defense, on ‘Mobilizing Industry for War,’ 
‘That the Natural Gas Association of 
America, representing the natural gas in- 
dustry of the United States of America, 
unreservedly stands by the President in 





co-operation and support of all its mem- 
bers to the Government to secure a suc- 
cessful termination of the war of democ- 
racy against autocracy, and that the pres- 
ident of this association, Joseph F. Guffey, 
be instructed to communicate the action 
of this association to the President of the 
United States. 
“JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, 
“President Natural Gas -Association of 
America.”’ 





“The White House, 
‘“‘Washington, D. C., May ,17. 
“Hon. Joseph F. Guffey, President Nat- 
ural Gas Association of America, Buf- 

falo; N. Y.: 

“The President deeply appreciates the 
patriotic assurances which you give him 
in the name of the Natural Gas Associa- 
tion of America. He sends to you and to 
the convention his warmest thanks. 

“JOSEPH TUMULTY, 
“Private Secretary.”’ 

The demonstration that followed the 
reading of the telegrams expressing the 
appreciation of President Wilson for the 
action of the association was vigorous 
and long continued. 


K. C. Krick, of Columbus, O., moved ; 


that ‘‘the marvelous address of Mr. Bed- 
ford be published for distribution by the 
national and State associations of gas 
men and companies. Ten thousand copies 
was the first number suggested, but this 
was evidently considered inadequate, as 
there were murmured protests from all 
parts of the convention hall. The original 
motion was changed without resorting to 
any amendment that the number of the 
printed copies of the address should he 
10,000 or more.”’ 
Closing Business Routine. 

Following the reading of the papers 
“Wrought Iron Pipe for Use in the Nat- 
ural Gas Fields,’’ by James Aston and 
“Deep Well Drilling,’’ by A. R. Gray, and 
their general discussion, the closing order 
of business was taken up. The first in 
order was the report of committees. B. C. 
Oliphant, president of the Iroquois Nat- 
ural Gas Co. and chairman on “Elec- 
trolyosis,’’ made a partial report for the 
committee, which at its own request was 
continued. S. M. Douglass, on the ‘‘Rate” 
committee also asked for and secured a 
concession of time for that committee. 

J. M. Garard, chairman of the ways 
and means committe, explained that the 
association needs about $25,000 for its 
affairs during the coming year. The com- 
mittee recommended a $25 membership 
fee for all gas companies, with one-fiftieth 
of 1% gross tax on the income of the com- 
pany members be agreed to. This would 
give a revenue for 1917-18 of approximate- 
ly $28,000. The report of the committee 
was adopted unanimously. 

Tribute to Dead Associates. 

The committee on memorials furnished 
a list and paid touching tribute to the 
following members of the association who 
have passed away since the last conven- 
tion: 

T. N. Barnsdall, F. B. Enslow, H. J. 
Hoyt, W. J. Reilly, G. X. Wittmer, Louis 
B. Fulton, C. C. Chamberlain. 

The committee recommended that ‘‘these 
expressions of this sentiment be for- 
warded by our secretary in appropriate 
form to the families of our -departed as- 
sociates.”’ (Signed) Milt Saul, R. W. Gal- 
lagher, C. W. Sears, Committee. 

._In the report of the committee on the 
annual address of the president the points 
made were heartily approved and the 
recommendations were applauded. 


Election and Place of Meeting. 


The committee on date and place of the 
1918 convention recommended Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of the 
third week of May as the date, but de- 
clined to take the responsibility of nam- 
ing the city. After some eloquent pre- 
sentations of the claims of Louisville, 
Ky., and the reading of telegrams from 
its Mayor, Chamber of Commerce and 
other organizations the vote was taken 
and Louisville was the choice, although 
not unanimous. 

When the vote on the location for the 
next convention had been taken announce- 
ment was made to the convention that 
while Glenn T. Braden, of Tulsa, was in 
line for the presidency of the association 
by virtue of his service as vice president 
during 1917, that he would decline such 
nomination. It was explained that Mr. 
Braden had authorized this statement in 
case Tulsa was not. chosen for the con- 
vention city the coming year, but also 
that he had not advanced the claims of 
that city because of the lack of hotel ac- 
commodations for so large a body of men 
as would attend the convention next year. 
Owing to the large number coming into 
the Mid-Continent metropolis the hotels 
are already overcrowded, it was explained. 


the present war crisis and pledges the It was strongly pointed out that the 





COLONA 


PATENTED 


Thread Protectors 





Specify COLONA Protectors on all 
your orders for threaded pipe. 





Let Us Send You a Nickle 
Plated Desk Sample — Free 


COLONA MFG. CO. 
Vandergrift Building 
PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 











SIZES: 1%" to 1y”’ Inc. 











TANK CARS 
FOR LEASE— 
TWENTY IN NUMBER 


Ready for delivery latter part of May. (Guaranteed delivery not later than 
June 10. These are new cars—never been used. About 8,050 gallons 
capacicy; all steel, double rivited, center anchorage. Tested sixty-pound 
water pressure. Coming within latest M. C. B. requirements. 

These are my personal property and I will lease for one, two or three years. Wire 


or write for particulars. 
R. ELLIOTT JONES, 
Vice President and Gen’! Manager Dixie Oil & Refining Co. 
SAN ANTONIO, TEX. 
References: FROST NATIONAL BANK, San Antonio, Tex. 




















WATERBURY. 
DRILLING CABLES 
PEBULL RO} 


WATERBURY 


DRILLING 


CABLE 
WIRE AND MANIL 


NEW CATALOG SENT ON REQUES 


WATERBURY COMPANY 
63 PARK ROW. NEW YORK 
OKLAHOMA IRON WORKS 
Tulsa, Drumright and Bartlesville 
CHICAGO, 1315-1321 West Congress St. SAN FRANCISCO, 151-161 Main St. 
NEW ORLEANS, 1018 Maison-Blanche Bldg. DALLAS, TEX., Powell & Ellett Company 911 Southwestern Life Building 





























HAWORTH CORPORATION 


BROKERS anp UNDERWRITERS 
or HIGH CLASS SECURITIES 


DALY BUILDING 
CASPER, WYOMING 
































WANTED 


Second hand pipe and casing 1-inch to 12-inch also rotary drilling rigs and 
oil well machinery; will pay spot cash for any amount. 








FOR SALE 


Large stock overhauled pipe and casing, 1-inch to 12-inch, with perfect threads 
and couplings. Special lots: 20,000 feet 3-inch O. D. pipe at 8c per foot; 10,000 
feet 4-inch 12%-lb. drill pipe at 40c per foot; also completely overhauled rotary 
drilling rigs in first-class running condition; 15 10%x12 engines; 5 10x56 %x12 mud hog 
pear lg 10x6x12 pumps; 6 8x5x10 pumps of various makes; also other sizes and 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. inc. Beaumont, Texas 
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Ardizzone-Braden Company 
Pipe-Line Contractors 
507 Bliss Building 
TULSA, - *- OKLA. 








Attention Oil Men 


We carry in stock a large supply of new and second 
hand pipe and casing from one inch to sixteen inches. 
In the market at all times to buy and sell anything 
pertaining to the oil industry. 


Mid-West Supply Company 
304 North Boulder and Katy Tracks, TULSA, OKLA. 








Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 

all development. Accompanying map 

is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,’’ compiled by 

Fohs & Gardner, giying depth and 

thickness of sands in the different fields. 
Prices, $5.00 


TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 











POPULAR OIL GEOLOGY 


by W. P. Mayer, M. A. 

An up-to date Pamphlet of 12 chapters covering 
popular branches of Oil Geology; where and how 
Oilis found; kinds: its history; Natural Gas; Gaso- 
line, ete. All in plainest terms so any one can 
understand. 10 cents in coin or stamps. 

H. L. MOURER & CO. 


1560 McCormick Building, CHICAGO, ILL. 








WE BUY AND SELL 


NEW AND SECONDHAND 
LINE PIPE AND CASING 


Highest prices paid for abandoned wells. 
H. JOSSEM 


Telephoue 4558 Holland Bldé. 
TULSA, OKLA. 











Lane Selene ne of Pe- 

troleum Refineries, Blending Stations 

and Grease Plants; Investigation of 

Processes, Analyses of all Petroleum 

Products; a ane Experimental 
or’ 


Western Chemical Laboratories, 
53 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Ill. 

















DRILLING PROPOSITIONS 


We want to hear from parties having 
proven or wildcat acreage in any part of 
the Mid-Continent field that will be given 
for test well. In proven territory will con- 
sider tracts as small as 80 acres. In wild- 
cat districts, acreage should be not less 
than 2,000 acres, depending upon depth 
and cost of well. Attractive propositions 
will receive quick action. Submit com- 
plete particulars in first letter. 

We buy and sell leases and production 
in all parts of the Mid-Continent field. 


RALPH DEVELOPMENT CO. 
334 Mayo Bldg Tulsa, Okla. 














NOTICE OIL MEN! 


We have the largest Stock of 
Under-reamers and Fishing Tools 
in Kansas For Rent. 


BRIDGEPORT MACHINE CO. 
AUGUSTA, KAN. 
Bell Phone 399 Mutual Phone 130 
.ELDORADO, KAN. 
Phone 669 








| WE OFFER 
Selected Oil Producing Properties 
 MID-CONTINENT FIELD 


c. L. MAYER & Co. 
GALLAIS BLDG. TULSA, OKLA. 





affairs of the association were going to 
be heavy and multitudinous during the 
next 12 months and the policy of ‘‘chang- 
ing horses while in mid-stream’’ was not 
a good one. President Guffey was then 
nominated to succeed himself without a 
dissenting voice. 

All the offices as follows were elected 
unanimously, the secretary casting one 
ballot for all: 

President—Joseph F. Guffey, Pittsburgh. 

Vice President—K. C. Krick, Columbus, 


‘Ohio. 


Secretary and Treasurer—Thomas C. 
Jones, Delaware, Ohio. 

Commercial Secretary—David O. Hol- 
brook, Pittsburgh. 

Directors—A. A. Armstrong, Pittsburgh; 
James W. McMahon, Toledo, O.; Clifton 
W. Sears, Mansfield, O.; John H. Maxon, 
Muncie, Ind.; Harry J. Hoover, Cincin- 
nati, O.; Glenn T. Braden, Tulsa, Okla. 

President Guffey then stated that the 
present membership is 1,296, while at this 
time last year it was 1,181. 

Everybody Satisfied. 

All concerned declare this to have been 
the most satisfactory and profitable meet- 
ing of the association. The attendance 
was large each day and the exhibits this 
year were on a far greater line and more 
varied than ever before. The papers 
were many, composed by men who are 
recognized authorities on the various 
phases of the natural gas business. They 
covered everything from the drilling of a 
well to the marketing of the product. 


Thlocco Case Decided 
By U.S. _Supreme Court 


WASHINGTON, May 21.—The Unitel 
States Supreme Court has finally decided 
the famous Barney Thlocco case in favor 
of the Black Panther Oil Co., which was 
organized by former Governor Haskell of 
Oklahoma for the purpose of operating 
the lease. 

The Creek Nation, through its counsel, 
filed suit for the cancellation of the lease 
on’ the ground that Barney Thlocco never 
existed. The Supreme Court holds that 
the records of the Dawes Commission are 
final and that the lease of the Black 
Panther Oil Co. is valid, even if such a 
person as Barney Thlocco never lived. 
The lease consists of 80 acres in the Cush- 
ing district and the lessees have been 
under a bond of $1,000,000 during the 
pendency of the suit. 








AN OIL-FLOW COMPUTER IS 
INVENTED BY TULSA ENGINEER. 





An instrument, designed to solve the 
various problems arising in the transpor- 
tation of oil by pipe line, has recently 
been placed upon the market. 

It consists of a bottom piece, octagonal 
in shape, of white opaque celluloid, a cir- 
cular disc of transparent celluloid 7 inches 
in diameter and an upper disc, also of 
transparent celluloid, 5 inches in diameter 
with a panhandle. The three parts are 
pivoted together at their centers. 

The bottom piece carries the 
sizes’ and degrees ‘‘Baume”’ scales, the 
77-inch disc the “head pressure” and 
“‘miles’’ scales, and the panhandle disc 
the “barrels per hour” scale and an 
arrow. 

The ‘pipe sizes’’ scale and the ‘head 
pressure’ scales are in contact, as are 
the ‘miles’ and ‘barrels per hour” 
scales, while the arrow on the panhandle 
disc is arranged to point to the degrees 
“Baume” scale on the bottom disc through 
the transparent celluloid. 

To operate, the panhandle disc is re- 
volved until the arrow points to the 
degrees ‘‘Baume”’ of the oil it is contem- 
plated moving. This disc is then held 
from further revolution by means of the 
panhandle. Then if a pipe size and pres- 
sure are assumed these numbers are 
brought in contact by revolving the 7-inch 
disc. Then in contact with the given 
number of miles will be found the barrels 
per hour this assumed size and pressure 
will convey. 

The above is only one of a variety of 
problems which can be solved by the com- 
puter. It is claimed that any problem 
concerning the fiow of oil whose as- 
sumptions are consistent with good engi- 
neering practice can be solved. 

The simplicity of the computer should 
recommend itself to oil men who may 
have occasion at some time or other to 
ascertain any of the different quantities 
which enter into pipe-line calculations. 

J. S. Thompson, of the Cosden Co., 
and J. R. Manion, of the Sinclair Co., 
have been shown the computer and were 
so impressed with its usefulness that sev- 
eral were ordered. 

* The computer was invented by Allen 


“pipe 











van Rensselaer, C.E., of Tulsa, 





Gas Shortage is Feared 
By the City of Buffalo 


BUFFALO, N. Y., May 19.—President 
Bert C. Oliphant, of the Iroquois Natural 
Gas Co.; Frank D. Ferrell, lamp inspector 
in the Bureau of Streets, and Frederick 
C. Rupp, Assistant City Attorney, will 
make an inspection of the wells of the 
United Natural Gas Co. of Pennsylvania, 
from which the local company gets most 
of its supply. The inspection will be 
made because of the complaint filed by 
the city with the Public Service Commis- 
sion against the gas pressure here. 

The city has asked the company to re- 
spect an order of the Commission requir- 
ing a pressure of 5 ounces. The com- 
plaint is the result of the inadequacy of 
the service last winter during the zero 
weather, when there was hardly any gas 
in some parts of the city. It is contended 
by officers and lawyers of the company 
that it supplies as much gas as possible. 
The purpose of the trip is to learn how 





‘much gas the United company has and 


how much it may be able to send to the 
Iroquois company for consumption here. 

“The city is trying to prevent a recur- 
rence of conditions that existed last 
winter with reference to the natural gas 
supply,” said Mr. Rupp. “It is contended 
that the Iroquois company can increase 
its supply at a reasonable expense. If 
that is possible, there is no reason why 
it should not do so for the consumers of 
Buffalo.”’ 

There was severe suffering for about 
a week last winter in many homes heated 
and lighted with gas from the Iroquois 
company. The pressure was so low at 
times that burners could not be lighted. 

The Iroquois company gets about 85% 
of its supply from the United company. 





UNION NATURAL OFFICERS. 





The Union Natural Gas Corporation has 
chosen the following officers: President, 
B. P. Whitcomb; vice president, S. Y. 
Ramage; secretary-treasurer, W. R. Had- 
ley; general manager, E. P. Whitcomb; 
assistant general manager, A. A. Arm- 
strong; assistant secretary - treasurer, 
George R. Brink; auditor, Mr. Newman; 
Robert Law was elected a director to 
succeed his father-in-law, the late T. N. 
Barnsdall. 





RAINS FILL THE POOLS. 





On May 20 and 21 copious rains fell in 
all of the producing districts of Kansas 
and Oklahoma, relieving the drouth which 
had existed in many places and which 
made the question of water supply seri- 
ous. In some of the Oklahoma pools there 
has not been enough water for more than 
a year, but more than two inches fell in 
most places and there will not be trouble 
for 90 days. 





RAISING PAY IN CALIFORNIA. 





The Union Oil Co. of California has an- 
nounced that in order to enable its em- 
ployes to meet the high cost of living, 
all wages will be raised where the recipi- 
ent gets less than $2,500 a year. The rate 
of increase runs from 25% for the classes 
of employes getting small salaries to 5% 
for those getting larger amounts. 


Wm. C. McBride Dies 
Monday in California 


W. C. McBride, president of the Silurian 
Oil Co. and one of the best known pro- 
ducers in the Mid-Continent field, died at 
Los Angeles on May 21 of arterio sclero- 
sis. He was 55 years of age. Two weeks 
ago Mr. McBride was called to Los An- 
geles by the sudden death of a son-in-law 
and was expected back this week. 

Although a resident of St. Louis, Mr. 
McBride spent a great deal of his time 
in Tulsa and other towns in the Mid- 
Continent field and the general offices of 
his companies are in Tulsa. He had been 
operating in Oklahoma for more.than 10 
years. He was a large stockholder in the 
Pure Oil Co.:and several times refused 
the presidency of that concern. 

Mr. McBride was born in Butler, Pa., 
and grew up with the oil industry. He 
had been in the game ever since his child- 
hood days and amassed a great fortune, 
his estate being estimated to be worth 
$10,000,000. -He leaves a wife and three 
daughters—Mrs. Stacy Love, of Los An- 
geles; Mrs. Mahaffey and Miss Katheleen 
McBride, of St. Louis. The funeral ser- 
vices will be held in St. Louis from the 
family. residence. 














Stop Pulling 
Tubing 
Reduce Cost of Operating Lease 


Use the 


The McGregor Working Barrel 





Is not an experiment, it has 
been in actual use for five 
years, and is now being gen- 
erally adopted by a majority 
of oil producers, both large 
and small, throughout the 
United States. 


Especially adaptable for 
wells making sand or with 
worn-out working barrels or 
leaky valves. 


See dealers or 
write for circular 


McGregor Working Barrel 
BRADFORD, PA. 

















* e 
Sole Manufacturers 
“Patented” 











AMERICAN 
BULL-DOG PIPE WRENCH 


Pat. July 2, 1912, Oct. 10, 1916. Other Patent Pending. 











No. 1—Will screw up any size pipe from 
3° to 6’” inclusive. 

No. 2—Will screw up any size pipe from 
5”? to 8°” inclusive. 

No. 3— Will screw up any size pipe from 
6”” to 10”” inclusive. 


Rear wheels not used when at work. 
Will screw up pipe for 10 cts. to 25 cts. 
each per joint. 


American Trench Machine Co. 


4221 Louisiana Ave. St. Louis, Mo., U. S. A. 














The Value of 


Den-Emetine 


The perfect tooth paste 


as a first-class article in the care 
of the MOUTH and a pre- 
ventative for PYORRHEA is 
being attested by the numerous 
repeat orders coming in. 


If your druggist is not supplied, 
send us his name and 10c for a 
trial size. 





The Kramer Laboratories Co. 


OIL CITY, PA. 


For sale at the Puritan and Quaker 
Drug Stores, Tulsa, Okla. 
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TALES OF SUDDEN FORTUNE IN EL DORADO 


People Who Know What Simple Life Means, Now Ride Around in 
Gasoline-Driven Chariots—Oil’s Fairyland of Wealth. 


EL DORADO, Kan., May 16.—News- 
paper men from far and near come to 
these parts when in need of a human- 
interest story’ and they never go away 
without bundles of good ‘“‘copy.’’ One of 
the latest write-ups is found in the Kan- 
sas City Star. After the usual prelim- 
inaries, the writer says that all this 
abrupt and unexpected richness has hap- 
pened so quickly here that the parties 
profiting thereby can Hardly believe as 
yet that it is true. Some of the “home 
folks’’ here are compelled to pinch them- 
selves very morning to make sure that 
they are awake. They steal out to the 
garage and peep cautiously in to see if 
it was only a dream, after all, about that 
big seven-passenger car. They consult 
the bank book again and again to make 
sure that the figures written down by, the 
cashier are actually there. 

But the figures are in the bank book, 
and the big motor car still is in the 
garage—oh, joy to El Dorado! 

Get rich quick? Why there are people 
in El Dorado who grew rich over night— 
richer’ than J. Rufus Wallingford ever 
thought of being—and they did it hon- 
estly, too. Many of them came into riches 
so suddenly that they have not even 
thought about what to do with the money. 


Case of Mr. Pierpont. 

“Take the case of John W. Pierpont, 
who lives on a big farm just west of 
town, in the oil fields. Pierpont’s house 
stood just across the road from the first 
well that was drilled. His house was a 
little old one-story “shack,’’ without any 
imposing structures around it. It was 
hard sledding for John W. Pierpont to 
make a living. His chief source of rev- 
enue was selling eggs to the drillers who 
were putting down the first well. 

That first well proved to be a good one, 
and, as related above, John W. Pierpont’s 
farm, with its little old shack of a house, 
stood right across the road from it. Can 
you realize what that meant to Mr. Pier- 
pont? The lease rentals alone would have 
made him rich. But now there are wells 
all over the Pierpont farm, and they are 
pumping money by the barrel for the man 
whose source of revnue a short time back 
was selling eggs by the dozen. 

So quickly has the change come for 
John W. Pierpont that he still lives in 
the old wooden cottage on the farm. The 
only change to be noted about the place 
is that now a motor car usually stands 
in front of the door. But they say that 
the driilers still buy eggs at the Pierpont 
home. It came so suddenly that the 
Pierponts haven’t had time to move up 
on Easy Street as yet. 

And then there is the case of J. E. 
Milheiser, who lived west of town on a 
little ‘‘patch’” of about 40 acres. Mil- 
heiser fought with the drouth, the hot 
winds, the bugs, grasshoppers and every 
enemy known to the average farmer on 
a farm that simply wouldn’t grow enough, 
at best, to pay interest and taxes. In an 
unguarded moment Milheiser had allowed 
a “jinx” to hang that “forty” on -him, 
and he couldn’t get rid of it at any price. 
But he lost the fight against the elements, 
pests and poor soil. He had to abandon 
the plece to make a living for his family, 
so he left and went to a different part 
of the county. . 

When they called one day to see if they 
could lease Mr. Milheiser’s ‘‘forty” he 
smiled and signed without a protest. It 
was the only real money he ever had 
made off the place. One day the men 
who were drilling on the Milheiser land 
telephoned to him to “‘come on down and 
see us shoot the well.” Mr. Milheiser 
hated to invest anything even in railroad 
fare to see the old farm. He had invested 
too much in it already. But he consented 
and went back to see the “shoot.” 

The well proved to be a gusher. The 
old ‘‘forty’’ had yielded something at last 
and had made Milheiser rich. Rushing to 
town, Mr. Milheiser telephoned to his wife 
to come down and see the new well. But 
Mrs. Milheiser couldn’t come. Like the 
rest of her sex, Mother Milheiser had to 
have a new dress. 

“And what do you think she was doing 
when I telephoned to her?” Milheiser 
asked a friend. ‘‘She was working in the 
garden. I'll bet mother will not be work- 
ing in any garden this time next year.” 

She Yearned for Rugs. 

In one home in El Dorado, where 
mother wanted rugs and couldn’t get 
them because they were not classed 
among the necessities of life, there came 





the fairy bushel of gold. Out on the 
farm oil had been struck. The first thing 
mother thought about was her freedom 
now to buy all the rugs she wanted. So, 
it is said, when the oil dividends began to 
come in at the rate of about $500 a day 
mother went to Wichita to buy rugs. It 
was such a new experience that she could 
hardly believe it. was true. But she or- 
dered them, just the same, and had them 
sent out—on the installment plan. For 
some of them she timidly paid as much as 
$5 apiece, but her extravagance was justi- 
fiel on the ground that father had as- 
sured her that she could have “all the 
dern rugs in Wichita if she wanted them.” 

It has changed things a little in soci- 
ety, too. There was a time when every- 
body moved in the same “set” at El 
Dorado, the class distinction being lim- 
ited entirely to political factions and bank 
fights. But now it is a little different. 

The girl who married a hack driver a 
few years ago lost no particular place in 
the ‘‘social circles’’ of the old home town, 
provided the hack driver was all right. 
But now that “papa has struck oil,’’ it is 
good-night for the husband from the “‘la- 
boring classes.”” He has been divorced 
because since ‘‘papa’’ began to buy each 
member of the family a motor car and 
pin diamonds on the girls a sharper line 
has been drawn. 

“I couldn’t take George into society 
with me, you see,”’ said one of the newly 
rich girls, ‘‘so I had to divorce him.” 

But El Dorado has not been rich long 
enough yet but that its sympathy is all 
lavished on George. 

And speaking of the sympathy of the 
old home town, it is customary for the 
whole town to take a hand when it feels 
that an injustice has been done one of 
its citizens. 

A short time ago the Missouri Pacific 
fired its agent, John Sheldon, because of 
some disagreement. El Dorado put on its 
fighting clothes and went into the ring 
for John Sheldon. 

“He’s a man with a family, what is he 
to do without a job?” the town asked. 

Having to do something while the town 
fought it out with the road, John Sheldon 
went to dabbling around in oil. Now he’s 
worthing nothing less than $50,000 and he 
is making more money than the Missouri 
Pacific. Sheldon may be called upon some 
day to refinance the system. The fight 
to get him back as agent has been 
dropped. 

Any Job Would Do, Then. 

Then, here’s ‘“‘Charley’’ Harvey. Every- 
body that ever lived in the old home town 
knows Charley Harvey, who personally 
conducted the Bull Moose party through 
several campaigns. It has only been about 
two years since Harvey wrote to Victor 
Murdock, always his personal friend, for 
a political job. 

“Anything,’’ wrote Harvey to Mr. Mur- 
dock, then in Congress, ‘‘for I am hard 
up and need a job of some kind, even if 
it doesn’t pay more than a bare living.” 

Then (as noted above) here’s ‘‘Charley”’ 
Harvey. That is the idential gentleman 
coming down the street there in that new 
seven-passenger super six, and he is just 
as prosperous as he looks. Any bank in 
town would take his check for $75,000, 
and he has been trying to get Victor Mur- 
dock and “‘Bill’’ White to consent to “‘let- 
ting them in” on “something good.” He 
is still a Bull Mooser, and has just sent 
a $500 check to the Men and Religion 
Movement in which Raymond Robbin is 
the leading spirit. 

Two blind men share in the pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow that dropped 
down upon El Dorado. One of them is 
Hammond L. Marsh. Marsh lived on a 
farm which is now in the “oil belt.””. He 
had a hard time digging a livelihood out 
of the kind of soil that is on the place, 
and there was a theory that he stayed 
because he couldn’t see what kind of a 
farm he owned. 

One night two or three friends came to 
the home of R. E. Frazier, a well-known 
business man here, and said to him: 

“If you will go out and get a lease from 
Marsh, the blind man, it will make us all 
rich. You can get the lease from him for 
a song, and there is oil on the place.” 

“TI might consent to get the best of a 
trade with a man that had two eyes,” 
Frazier replied, ‘‘but I’ll be hanged before 
I try to rob a blind man.” 

Not only that, but Frazier broke the 
news to Marsh, and now Mash will never 
need to worry again about rain, cold, 





heat, drouth, grasshoppers or the Hessian 
fly. 
Augusta’s Hospital. 

Down at Augusta a citizen is arranging 
to build a big,modern hospital. The same 
citizen a few days ago gave $100,000 to 
the Wesleyan Hospital at Wichita, and 
now he wants an institution for his own 
town. 

The man is I. T. Foster, who was, up 
to a few months ago, just an average 
farmer who found considerable difficulty 
in keeping up with the expenses of the 
farm until the drill pierced an oil vein 
on the Foster place. Now his income is 
estimated at from $50,000 to $75,000. No, 
no, not that much each year! It’s his 
monthly income. 

The other day in Wichita, Victor Mur- 
dock met an old friend from Butler Coun- 
ty, a farmer. Victor had just returned 
from a long trip to China. 

“Well, tell me,’’ said Victor, shaking 
his hand. ‘How goes it? Do you still 
live on the old farm?” 

“*Yes,’’ was the reply, ‘‘but we are going 
to quit farming.’’ 

“What are you going to do?’’ asked 
Victor. 

“Well, I’m going to buy a motor car 
and me and the old woman are going to 
ride around a bit before we settle down.” 

Inquiry revealed the fact that Victor’s 
old friend had come to be worth about 
a half million because oil had been found 
on the ‘‘home place.”’ 





REFINING COMPANY ON CARPET. 





TOPEKA, Kan., May 18.—The State 
Charter Board had the Commercial Refin- 
ing Co., of Wichita, on the carpet yes- 
terday. It appears that the Commercial 
Refining Co. was granted permission last 
October to sell stock at $1 per share, that 
it later sold much stock below that figure, 
and in other ways violated the instruc- 
tions of the Charter Board and the Blue 
Sky Department. 

At the hearing the company promsed to 
have before the board some $140,000 of 
the stock which its promoters have sold 
below the dollar-per-share price. as orig- 
inally agreed upon. The stockholders who 
paid $1 a share and those who paid 50 
and 60 cents a share are insisting upon 
an equitable settlement, and the State 
Charter Board insists on having it that 
way. If the matter is not ironed out to 
the satisfaction of the board at the next 
meeting, a receiver will be appointed to 
adjust the trouble. 





DRILLER DEFENDS THE FLAG. 





SAPULPA, Okla., May 18.—J. P. Hep- 
burn, oil driller and ‘‘Father of the Flag’ 
at Sapulpa, has prepared to fight for the 
colors with his life, if necessary. 

Several days ago Hepburn mounted a 
large American flag on the top of his oil 
rig at Timber Ridge, eight miles west of 
Muskogee, and was greatly incensed one 
morning to find that during the night 
some one had stolen his flag. Accord- 
ingly, he came into town yesterday morn- 
ing and purchased a large 9x6 flag, loaded 
a 12-gauge shotgun with buckshot and 
prepared to sleep near the rig. He says 
that the first person that starts up the 
derrick without his permission is very 
liable to get something entirely unex- 
pected. 

Timber Ridge is somewhat of a German 
settlement, but Hepburn declared that 
he was satisfied that the Gereman-Ameri- 
cans there had nothing whatever to do 
with the theft; that they are all loyal to 
the United States and that he thinks that 
some oil worker stole the flag simply to 
cast suspicion upon the inhabitants of the 
community. 





OIL MEN FORM CIVILIAN COMPANY. 





Employees of the Quapaw Gas Co. at 
Bartlesville, Okla., have formed a com- 
pany and every afternoon, after office 
hours, drill an hour. The preliminary 
organization was formed by 25 men from 
the geological staff, but it is stated that 
there will be at least 100 men in the 
ranks before the end of. May. Officers 
will be chosen as soon as the full strength 
is obtained. 





CREEK COUNTY CONTRACTORS TO 
HAVE MUTUAL ORGANIZATION. 





In order to advance their interests 
along various lines, the drilling contrac- 
tors of Creek County, Okla., have formed 
an association. At the first meeting, 15 
of the contractors were present. A com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up a suit- 
able constitution and to look after other 
details. J. F. Murphy has been elected 
president; C. C. Supples, vice president, 








G. A. BORRELL 


CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER 


Careful tests of natural gas to determine gasoline con- 
tent. Gasoline plants operated at highest efficiency. 
Compression and Absorption processes. Natural Gas, 
gasoline, petroleum. 
Benedum-Trees Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 











HAGER, BATES & LEWIS 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 
AND ENGINEERS 
Phone 5398 
218, 219, 220 Lynch Bidg., 
TULSA, OKLA. 

















‘R. B. Dudley 


Consulting Engineer and Petroleum 
Geologist 
Winter Headquarters at 


Damron Hotel 
MINERAL WELLS, TEX. 














KENTUCKY. OIL, NATURAL ..GAS 
AND COAL LANDS. 
LEASES AND PRODUCTION 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 
Properties Examined and Reported 
Upon. 25 Years Practical Experience 


ION CARROLL 
Barbourville, Ky: — 




















NEWBY, GARRETT,. 
CRABTREE & WRIGHT 
OIL and GAS GEOLOGISTS 
All work by members of firm 
Telephone 2820 510% S. Main St. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

















STUART ST. CLAIR 
CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 
PETROLEUM AND MINING 
Suite 800, 20 E. Jackson Boulevard, 
CHICAGO. 

26/2 N. Main St., Winchester, Ky. 














W.R. CALVERT 
OIL GEOLOGIST 


1209 Grand Ave. Temple 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


PROSPECTIVE OIL TERRITORY DEVELOPED 











EXAMINATIONS, REPORTS, 
CONSULTATIONS, VALUATIONS, 


On Oil and Gas Producing Properties, 
Pipe Lines and Storage. 


ALF. G. HEGGEM 
Petroleum Engineer 
512-13 Daniel Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 

















REPORTS, 

EXAMINATIONS, 

APPRAISEMENTS, On Oli and 

CONSULTATIONS. Natural Gas 
Fleids and 

ESTIMATES AND Preectiie 


PLANS FOR NAT'L 
GAS PLANTS. 


JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS. 


Benedum-Trees Bidg. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Cable Address, Capo, Pittsburgh, USA. 




















and Ira Anderson, secretary. 








OIL PF.OPERTIES 

INVESTMENTS]IIN ALL 

EXCLUSIVELY |LEADING FIELDS 
Correspondence Invited 


Karl F. Divener 


Union Bank Bidg.. Pittsburgh Pa. 
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 








E. E. ANDREWS & SONS 


Casing-Head Gas Testing Done 
Oil Properties Gauged 


Phone 4570 816 Gallais Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


YOUR CARD SHOULD BE HERE 
“It Brings Results’ 
One-half inch, $1.50 per month 


W. M. MOORE 
Oil Investments—Leases and Produc- 
tion—Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
121 N. Market St. Wichita, Kans. 


SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Pure Spring Water 
Distilled 


Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 








CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. 
W. S. Bell, L. B. Norton 
J. F. Patterson 


Okmulgee, - - - - - Oklahoma 











MISS CAROLINE BAKER 
Law and Commercial Stenographer 
Notary Public Phone 392 
301 Gallais Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


CLIPSON CLEANING WORKS 
Plant, 915 S. Main St. 
Uptown Office, Hotel Tulsa 
Phone 4660 Tulsa, Okla. 


“SPECIALISTS” 
IN RIG TIMBERS AND LUMBER 
Retail Lumber Yards in Al! the 
Oil Fields 
J “WE HAVE IT” 
Big Stocks of Long-Leaf Pine and Oak 
W. R. Pickering Lumber Company 


(Successors to F. D. Misener) 
244, 264 and 1333 
Tulsa, Okla. 


Phones: 
Main Office: 


COCHRANE 
Water Softeners (Hot Process) 
Feed Water Heaters 
Multiport Valves. Separators 
Boiler Troubles Eliminated 
Concrete Stacks 


H. O. SIMMONS, C. E. 


Telephone 2787 
1314 S. Denver Ave. TULSA, OKLA. 








_ WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 
Treating Roily Oil a Specialty 


E. A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 
Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 








601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg., St. Louis Montpelier, Williams County, Ohio 
BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. COX & RADCLIFFE 
Furniture for Office and Home Petroleum Geology 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices and Mine Engineering 
Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City 311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING 


Oil Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 
203 Seaman Bidg. TULSA, OKLA. 








G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker 
Only first-class producing properties 
handled j 


230 Robinson Arcade Tulsa, Okla. 


DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 
Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent 


Towel service for offices, $1 per month 
Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 


PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 


Leases and Production 
1219 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City 


Abstract Books Complete Oil Maps 


STAFFORD ABSTRACT CO. 
Abstracts of Title 
Expert Searchers of Records, Cowley Co. 
201 E. 9th Ave. Winfield, Kan. 








DEAN M. STACY 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 


Walnut 1516 Weaver Building 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 








TRACY D, BROWN CHAS. L. YANCEY 


BROWN & YANCEY 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
541-543 Robinson Building 
TULSA, OKLA. 

Phone 5893 


DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. 
General Insurance 


Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured 
212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 








GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
“BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 


Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 


T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 


OIL LEASES AND 
PRODUCTION 


OKLAHOMA OIL STOCKS 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 


TULSA AUTO LIVERY CoO. 


101—TAXI—122 


New Cars Tulsa, Okla. 














Place your orders for ice with the 
TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okia. 








CLARK.F. BRYAN 
Oil Investments—Production and 
Leases—Oklahoma Field 
Okmulgee, Okla. 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 


J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. 
11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 








M. M. BURROUGHS 
Oil.and Gas Leases and Producing 
Properties 


205 Hotel Annex Tulsa, Okla. 


20 W. THIRD ST. TULSA, OKLA. 
LYON’S RESTAURANT 
The Clean Place 
Management F. W. LYON Robinson, Il. 


ROBERTSON, BAILEY, 
NELSON & BAILEY 
ATTORNEYS AND 
COUNSELORS AT LAW 
TULSA, OKLA. 

436-440 Robinson Arcade Phone 4450 
MUSKOGBHE, OKLA. 

511-514 Surety Bldg. Phone 815 


Tulsa Indian Trading Co. 
GENUINE INDIAN CURIOS 

Leather Goods, 
Beaded Goods 

Fine Cigars and Tobacco 

S. Main St. 


Moccasins and 


314 Tulsa, Okla. 











INSURANCE 


Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 
Let us take care of your requirements 


in Oklahorna and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


CARR & FRENCH 
316-320 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 





ERNEST W. MILLER 
Petroleum Geologist 
Oil, Gas and Mining Properties Bought, 
Sold and Financed Anywhere 





RELIABLE TRANSFER AND BAGGAGE CO. 
Moves Baggage, Office Furniture and 
Freight Promptly 


"Phones 1755-5488 Tulsa, Okla. 








619 Franklin Ave., St. Louis 410 S. Boston Ave., Tulsa, Okla. 





Your A 





In this space will be 
read weekly by... 


20,000 People 








WESTERN BANK SUPPLYCO. 


Manufacturing Stationers 
High-Grade Office Furniture 
Filing Cabinets—Safes 


LOG BOOKS—TOWNSHIP PLATS—ALL STANDARD OIL FORMS 
Lithographing Embossing 
Engraving Printing 

The House of Quality 


317 West Main St. 4th and Boston 
OKLAHOMA CITY TULSA, OKLA. 


























L. F. Keating Killed 
In Automobile Accident 


A dispatch from Winchester, Ky., under 
date of May 13, has the following details 
of the death of a well-known oil: man: 


Leo F. Keating of the firm of Mildren 
& Keating, oil operators, was almost in- 
stantly killed at 2:30 o’clock this morning 
when an automobile in which he was re- 
turning to Winchesteh struck a bridge 
on the Lexington pike. His neck was 
broken and he lived only a few minutes. 

H. H. Brown and Charles M. Daniels, 
of the National Supply Co., were pain- 
fully injured. Daniels was rendered un- 
conscious, but Mr. Brown was able to 
go to a nearby house, where he telephon- 
ed for an automobile. Maurice Stroud, 
of the Winchester garage went to the 
scene, and Dr. Howard Lyon, was called 
to attend the injured men. 

Mr. Keating went to Lexington on Sat- 
urday night on business, expecting to 
return Sunday morning. He was invited 
shortly after midnight to return with 
Brown and Daniels in their automobile 
and accepted the invitation. 

When about four miles from Winches- 
ter, near the place of Joe Brown, Sr., 
the lights of the car suddenly went out 
and the machine was coasting when it 
struck the bridge. Daniels was badly 
cut and bruised about the face. Mr. 
Brown’s legs were bruised and. twisted. 





The firm of Meldren & Keating, com- 
posed of J. M. Meldren, of Louisville and 
Cleveland; H. W. Keating, of Cincinnatti 
and Leo F. Keating first came to Ken- 
tucky oil fields early in 1916, and ac- 
quired leases near McKinney Mountain, 
where the first well was brought in. 
Later they bought the A. Q. Wilson lease 
at Station Camp, said to be the best 
property in the entire field. The firm 
has now about fifty producing wells. 

Mr Keating was 38 years old. He was 
born in Petersburg, Pa., and married 
Miss Elizabeth Neely, of that place. The 
family moved here from Marienville, Pa., 
and occupy an «attractive residence on 
French Ave. Besides his widow he is 
survived by five children, Elizabeth, Al- 
fred, Clara, Louise and Hugh Leo Keat- 
ing. 

His mother and one sister, Mrs. Sarah 
Keating, and Mrs. T. B. Cushing live at 
Petersburg, Pa.; a brother and sister, 
H. A. Keating and Mrs. John Scott, live 
in Pittsbugh, and another brother, H. W. 
Keating, lives in, Cincinnati. ‘ 





ATKINS CASE STILL GOING AHEAD. 





The trial of the Tommy Atkins case 
still drags along in the Federal Court at 
Muskogee, Okla., and the statement is 
made that it will be June before the judge 
takes the matter home with him for con- 
sideration. All of the present week has 
been taken up with witnesses for Charles 
Page, of Tulsa, who is operating the lease. 





SECOND-HAND DEALERS ARE 
BUYING GULF COAST PIPE. 





BEAUMONT, Tex., May 18.—Second- 
hand pipe dealers of this city and Tulsa 
have bought the old line of the United 
Oil & Refinery Co., extending from this 
city to the Sour Lake pool. The line will 
be taken up and the material placed on 
the market. 

The line was laid about 12 years ago. 
It is Reading iron, 6-inch pipe and the 
purchasers are said to have paid 85 
cents per foot on the ground just as it 
lays. _The same dealers have also bought 
the old plant of the Petroleum Co., Inc., 
at Linzburg, La., and will use the ma- 
terial elsewhere. The dealers secured 
four tanks, about 19,000 feet of line pipe, 
15,000 feet of tubing and a number of 
engines, pumps, etc. They are also ne- 
gotiating for the plant of the United Oil 
& Refinery Co. here, constructed during 
the early days of Spindletop but out of 
service for several years. The plant will 
be dismantled and the material shipped 
to Oklahoma if the deal goes through. 


The Sun Pipe Line Co. has purchased 
a tract of 100 acres below this city, facing 
the Neches River. The consideration is 
$100,000. It is said the company contem- 
plates the removal of its pipeline terminal 
from Sabine Pass to the tract acquired. 

The city of Beaumont has transferred 
83 acres, comprising what is known local- 
ly as Refinery Park, to the Magnolia 
Petroleum Co. for a consideration of $35,- 





000. It is said the land was secured in 
view Of extensions to the refinery plant 
that they have under consideration. 

John W. Tryon, general manager of the 
Port Arthur works of the Gulf Refining 
Co., has been elected Mayor of Port 
Arthur, receiving the largest vote ever 
cast for a city official in that city. In 
addition to his duties as Mzyor he has 
been chosen as head of the Department 
of Public Safety and Order. Mr. Tryon 
has always been interested in the civic 
affairs of the big refinery town and many 
of the improvements that make it the 
model industrial city of the South are due 
to his efforts. McG. 





WILL BE ASSESSED LOCALLY: 





TOPEKA, Kan., May 18.—AssesSments 
of oil, gas and mineral leases in Kansas 
will be made in the districts in which‘the 
property is located, under a ruling which 
the Attorney General’s office today sent 
to the State Tax Commission. In the 
past no law existed for the assessment of 
oil leases. 

The State Tax Commission has not es- 
tablished a general rule for the assess- 
ment of oil wells based on production. 
Neither has it established rules as to the 
valuations to be placed on oil, gas and 
mineral leases. These matters will be 
left to the judgment of the local taxation 
boards, subject to adjustment at the 
meeting of the State Board of Equali- 
zation. 
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By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr. 


NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 





NEW YORK, May 18.—The continued 
strength of crude oil at the wells and a 
further advance in values in some fields 
failed to bring about the anticipated rise 
in prices of illuminating oil or naphthas. 
It is intimated in some quarters that an 
appreciation of quotations has been held 
in abeyance, apparently due to the lead- 
ing refining interests being represented 
in the petroleum advisory board of the 
Council of National Defense. The inabil- 
ity of shippers to locate boats for loading 
full cargoes of oil, due to a falling off 
of offerings, led to a fair shrinkage in 
the volume of petroleum sales for the 
week. just ended. Decreases were con- 
fined to illuminating oil in cases and bar- 
rels, while oils in bulk covering illumin- 
ating, gasoline and lubricating oils scored 
substantial gains, which resulted in a 
fair increase in the total transactions for 
the week as compared with the preceding 
week’s sales. It has been suggested to 
tin plate makers that they give prefer- 
ence to the delivery of tin plate for con- 
tainers for perishable foods and refrain 
from shipment of plate to those packers 
making their own cans where such are 
likely to be used for the packing of non- 
perishable products, and that they dis- 
continue exportation of tin plate for pack- 
ers’ cans. Similar suggestions were made 
to can makers and to canners, whether 
buying cans from can makers or making 
them for their own use, that it should be 
their patriotic duty, until an accumulation 
of a sufficient surplus of cans to care for 
the probable crops shall be apparent, and 
to abstain completely from packing non- 
perishable foods. To replace tin cans, 
paper containers are suggested. This 
accounts in part for the light shipments 
of petroleum in cases in cans and under 
present conditions same bid well to stead- 
ily decrease. 

Spot motor gasoline closed unchanged 
but strong. under a heavy demand at 
24c to garages and at 26c a gallon to con- 
sumers. The Standard Oil Co. of Kansas 
has announced that they would keep their 
refinery operating to capacity during 1917, 
but no more orders would be accepted for 
1917 delivery. The latter action is partly 
attributed to the belief of oil interests 
that the outlook for the petroleum pro- 
duction east of the Mississippi is not of 
an encouraging nature. 

Advices from London state that the 
leading petroleum companies have ar- 
ranged to pool their distributing facilities 
in that country and also the tonnage em- 
ployed in bringing supplies to the United 
Kingdom, with the object of releasing 
men for the army and effecting economy 
in various directions. The above in- 
terests have been appointed by the Gov- 
ernment and include all of the leading 
refiners of oil in that country, which will 
have the title, ‘‘Pool Board Petroleum 
Supplies.” Reports from Germany note 
that over 8,000 locomotives are out of 
commission and laid up at Essen, through 
wear and tear caused by a scarcity of 
lubricating oils. In London the Govern- 
ment has been compelled to reduce con- 
sumption of gasoline by owners of private 
Yymotor cars and motorcycles to 10 gallons 
per month, owing to the serious and in- 
creasing scarcity of supplies for war pur- 
poses. 

Owing to the limited supply of unchar- 
tered boats to load case and barreled pe- 


troleum, chartering has been very light 
and rates firmly upheld by owners of 
vessels, particularly for early delivery. 


Fixtures included a bark to load 60,000 
eases of refined oil, August-September 
loading, to River Plate, two trips, at 
private terms. The total charters, cov- 
ering crude and refined oils, also naph- 
thas, in bulk and in packages, for the 
week ended May 17, reduced to crude 
equivalent, aggregated 287,719 bbls., show- 
ing a gain of 96,140 bbls. over the pre- 
ceding week’s total. 

Clearances of petroleum at the port of 
New York, as outlined by tabulated fig- 
ures, from Jan. 1 to May 17, 1917, aggre- 
gated approximately 204,197,441 gallons, 
showing a shrinkage of some 25,855,681 
gallons compared with the corresponding 
period of last year. 


The weekly review herewith, covering 
petroleum and products involving trans- 
actions, is based on f.o.b. terms New 
York, comprising 200@299-case lots, unless 
otherwise specified. In order to arrive at 
f.o.b. vessel price of case oil, 110 fire test, 
in regular export cases, containing two 





5-gallon, low-screw cans, .add delivery 
charge, as per table below, for quantity 
ordered to base price, as given in our 
market report herewith, on standard 
white oil (water white oil sells at lc a 
gallon higher over the price of standard 
white oil). Lighterage charges are as fol- 
lows in cents per gallon: 100@199 cases, 
14%c; 200@299 cases, 1.15c; 300Z399 cases, 
-80c; 400@499 cases, .60c; 500@599 cases, 
.55c; 700@999 cases, .45c; 1,000@2,999 cases, 
.40c; 3,000@9,999 cases, .25c; 10,000@19,999 
cases, .20c; 20,000@29,999 cases, .19c, and 
30,000 caes and over, 1.8c a case. 


Orders for illuminating in bulk involved 
some 123,000 bbls. at 6c,. while sales of 
barreled cargo lots included 15,000 bbls. 
at 104c a gallon. Of illuminating oil in 
cases some 260,000 cases were traded in. 
Included in this amount, full cargo lots 
comprised 60,000 cases, booked at 12%c, 
the balance comprising 3,000@9,999-case 
lots at 13c a gallon. Sales of naphtha, 
73@76 degrees, aggregated over 40,000 
cases at 37%c for 200@300-case lots and 
at 37.30c a gallon for 3,000-case lots. Gas- 
oline, 68@72 degrees, met with sales of 
about 30,000 cases at 33%c for 200@299- 
case lots and at 33.30c a gallon for 3,000- 
ease lots. Orders for lubricating oils in- 
volved over 30,000 bbls. at unchanged 
prices as to brand. Crude oil sales in- 
cluded some 47,500 bbls., while of fuel and 
gas oil some 40,000 bbls. (part in bulk) 
changed hands. 

Following tabulated figures give the char- 
ters for petroleum and by-products at New 
York, covering crude, refined oils and naph- 
thas, in bulk and in packages, reduced to 
crude equivalent for the week ended May 





17, 1917, and from May 1, 1917, with daily 
averages, compiled in barrels: 

Day Since May 1. Average. 
May 69,981 578,054 52,550 
May 47,363 625,417 52/118 
May 50,349 681,766 48,698 
May 47,363 729,129 48,609 
May 19,048 748,177 46,780 
MOY Bvickces 47,615 795,792 46,811 


The following table gives the clearances of 
petroleum and products at the port of New 
York, compiled in gallons, from Jan. 1 to 








May 17, 1917, and for the week ended May 
17, 1917, with comparative figures: 
Week. Since Jan. 1. 1 

Refined . 8,500,000 136,027,760 139, 029, S14 
Crude ...... 1,500,000 1,715,900 4,153,048 
Naphtha .. 290,300 27,156,734 37,737,916 
Benzine .... 200 34,915 3,672 
Gasoline ... 2,500 10,876,386 4,291,159 
Lub. oils.... 3,600,500 28,385,746 44,838,113 

Total - - 13,893,500 204,197,441 230,053,122 


Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. 
American illuminating oil, standard white 


oil, per gallon: ndon Liverpool. 
Co eee ee 1s 2a Is2%d 
DE 560+ ss5s0e% 1s 2d 1s2%4d 
Dy anbtsvae hawae 1s 2d 1ls2%da 
Pt .-basecan some 1s 2d ls 2%da 
oe 1s 2d 1s 2%d 
RENE be neseeustes 1s 2d ls 2%da 





OIL AND GAS STOCKS. 


(Quoted by Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 
Following are the quotations on oil and 
gas stocks for week ended May 19, 1917: 
Standard Oil oe. 
al 








es. High. Low 
Anglo-American 450 16% 16% 
Prairie Pipe ...... 10 286 a 
S. O. of New qorsey. 320 608 588 
S. O. of New York.. 655 295 280 
Illinois Pipe Line. 454 225 218 
Oil ‘Stocks. 
California Petr. Corp. 1,700 19% 18 
en Petr. Corp.. 41,800 92% 88% 
el Dek ech ant 1,125 18 17% 
Pittsburgh Oil & Gas 220 4% s 
re Oil (com oe ckuass 5,583 23% 21% 
The Texas Go. -- 7,900 207% 205 
Sinclair Gulf.. 2,600 33 29% 
Osage Hominy '.. . 5,300 8% 8 
Sinclair O. & Gas... 14,200 54 51 
Atlantic Petroleum... 1,300 7 5% 
Cosden & Co.......,. 3,800 12% 12% 
Cosden O. & G....... 7,000 12% 11% 
Houston Oil ......... 1,345 21% 21 
International Petr. 9,300 4 12% 
Se | ee 5,500 25% 20% 
Midwest Refining .. 4,900 130 118 
Okla. Prod. & Refg , 800 94 8% 
Sapulpa Refining .... 4,200 9 8% 
Natural Gas Stocks. 
Columbus Gas & _— 60 41% 0 
Mig. Light & Heat. 1,380 65 2% 
Ohio Fuel Supply.. 1,005 49 45% 
Union Natural Gas. .. 73 170 9 





SCOUTS HAD A BIG TIME. 





Nearly all of the scouts for the big 
companies in Oklahoma and Kansas at- 
tended the dinner given in their honor at 
Ponca City, Okla., on May 19, and they 
all report that it was one of the most 
enjoyable occasions of their lives. More 
than 40 were at table. The main street 
of Ponca City was decorated in honor of 
the visitors and the citizens saw to it 
that nobody wanted for anything. 





TWO BIG DEALS ARE CLOSED 
FOR PROPERTIES NEAR SEDAN. 





SEDAN, Kan., May 19.—Two of the 
largest oil deals that have occurred in 
Chautauqua County this year were closed 
last week. The famous old Albright lease 
south of town was bought by the Denman 
Brothers from the firm of Moore, Keeny 
and Albright. 
tained in this lease, upon which there are 
33 producing wells. Some of the first 
wells drilled in this field were located on 
this lease. John A. Bell, of Bartlesville, 
bought out the W. F. Lemmon oil and 
gas interests on the H. H. Layton farm, 
Section 32-10-34. This lease covers about 
200 acres of land and adjoins the 160- 
acre Dilliner farm, also owned by Mr. 
Bell. There are two wells on the lease 
that will average 70 bbls. a day. This 
will give Mr. Bell a solid block of land 
in a section that has some of the best 
wells in the field. 

The foundation for the new A. Rust- 
Oppenheim gasoline plant has been start- 
ed, according to General Contractor Dales. 
Two carloads of pipe have arrived. The 
lease for the location of the plant on the 
Joe Griffith farm has been closed. 





STANDARD OIL CO. PAYS 
FOR LOSSES BY GASOLINE. 


CHANUTE, Kan., May 14.—The Stand- 
ard Oil Co. has assumed responsibility 
for the explosion in the home of George 
McGowan at Shaw, which injured all 
seven members of the family and caused 
three to be burned so that they died. 

The Standard has already paid $1,300 
through the Clerk of the Neosho County 
District Court — $1,000 because of the 
death of Mrs. McGowan, $250 for the in- 
juries to Fred McGowan, one of the chil- 
dren, and $50 for the injuries of George, 
Jr., another minor. 

It is erported that the famiy has agreed 
to accept $300 for the death of John and 
$500 for that of Mary; also that the oil 
company has agreed to pay the costs and 
the doctor bills. It furnished a corps of 
trained nurses and several physicians to 
eare for the injured, in spite of which 
the mother and two of the children died. 





Pierce Oil Corporation 
Quadruples 1916 Profits 


NEW YORK, May 14.—A balance for 
dividends that more than quadruples that 
of the previous year is reported by the 
Pierce Oil Corporation for 1916. The fig- 
ures are $1,393,778, compared with $316,- 
787. This result is achieved after setting 
aside more than $300,000 for depreciation 
or written off for abandoned wells. A 
good part of the gain arises from trading 
profits in Mexico, which in gross are more 
than $676,000, compared with a deficit of 
$22,573 in 1915. 

Clay Arthur Pierce, the president, in 
his report to the stockholders, said in 
part: 

“The paraffine and lubricating plant at 
Sand Springs, Okla., began refining oper- 
ations in November. This plant cost ap- 
proximately $750,000 and is modern and 
efficient throughout. It has capacity to 
supply all of the corporation’s domestic 
requirements for all kinds of lubricating 
oils and wax and in addition a large quan- 
tity of these commodities for export. The 
operation of this plant is proving very 
profitable. 

“The acid restoring plant at the Sand 
Springs refinery was completed in Sep- 
tember and has since been in successful 
operation. 

“The asphalt plant at the Tampico 
(Mex.) refinery has been completed and 
is now running to capacity. 

“The doubling of the capacity at the 
Tampico (Mex.) refining topping plant 
was completed in September. 

“Fifty-two new distributing stations 
were established in the United States.’’ 








STANDARD OF NEBRASKA DIVIDEND. 





The Standard Oil Co. of Nebraska has 
declared the regular semi-annual dividend 
of $10 a share, payable to stockholders 
of record May 19. 





PRETENDED PIPE-LINE EMPLOYES. 





The Prairie Pipe Line Co. has warned 
the merchants of Caney, Kan., and other 
towns that they must beware of extend- 
ing credit to men claiming to be pipe-line 
employes without making a full investi- 
gation. Merchants in many of the towns 
along the lines of the Prairie Pipe Line 
Co. have been victimized in the past 
through representations of bogus pipe- 


4 





There are 440 acres con-|| 





E. H. DEVORE 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 
MINING ENGINEER 
30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
Phone 6309 


Hotel Tulsa Tutsa, OKLA. 











F. JULIUS FOHS 
Consulting Oil Geologist 





Suite 307 Gallais Building 
Phones 3760 and 3356 
Tulsa - -.- Oklahoma 














VALERIUS, McNUTT & HUGHES 


Petroleum and Mining Geologists 
328-329 Mayo Building 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Billings, Mont., Babcock Building 











JOHNSON & HUNTLEY 


GEOLOGISTS 
OIL AND GAS 
306 STATE HALL, UNIVERSITY of PITTSBURG, 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
Roswell H. Johnson L. G. Muntley 














WALTER STALDER 
OIL GEOLOGIST 
1022 Crocker Building 
San Francisco, Cal. 

















JAMES H. GARDNER 


GEOLOGIST 
OIL AND GAS 





OFFICE 510-511 NEW DANIEL BUILDING 
PHONE 2872 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 











Cable Address, ‘‘Consultoil."" Code, Bedford McNeill 


THE ASSOCIATED 
GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERS 


F. G. CLAPP and M. L. FULLER 
Managers 


CONSULTING SPECIALISTS 
ON OIL AND GAS 


- - New York City 
Washington, D. C 


120 Broadway - - 
1333 F Street . - - 











H. B. GOODRICH 


GEOLOGIST 


Field Examination and Practica! Re- 
ports on Prospective or Developed Oil 
Properties. 

450 WEST 147TH STREET 
New York, N. Y. 








CASING-HEAD GASOLINE 
is valuable, let us make your tests 


C. N. SHERMAN & CO, 


203 C. C. Cole Bldg. 
Phone 2342 TULSA, OKLA. 




















liners and the company desires to warn 
all merchants. ? 
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